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SECOND VOLUME. 


The Conqueſt of ME x1co, by 
Hernando Cortes. 


Caay. I. Diego de Velaſquez Governor of Cu- 
ba, appoints Hernando Cortes Commander in 
Chief of a Fleet for making new Diſcoveries, 
He fails from Cuba, and in the Iſland of 
Cozumel, where he demoliſbes the Indian Idols, 
and meets with a Captive Spaniard. P. 1 

Cray. II. Cortes ſails from Cozumel, arrives 

| at the River Grijalva, lands in ſpite of the In- 
dians, takes the Town of Tabaſco, and obtains 

| a great Vifleory, He then concludes a Peace <vith 
| the Indians, and embarks in order to continue his 
Voyage to Mexico. P. 10 

Cray. III. Cortes gives Audience to two Mexi- 
can Officers. Sends a preſent to Motezuma, 
and receives one from that Prince. The State of 
the Mexican Empire, and the Apprehenfions of 
Motezuma, ode end a ſecond Preſent to Cortes, 
with expre/s Orders to leave the Coaff. Cortes 
artfully puts a flop to the Murmurt of tee 
People. P. 21 

Cnae. IV. Cortes makes a Settlement, ts which 
be gives the Name of Villa Rica de la Vera 
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Cruz; marches to Quiabiſlan, and in his we) | 


concludes an Alliance with the Cacique of Zem- 
poalla : He ſeizes Motezuma's Commiſaries 
forms a firorg Confederacy of the Indian Ca- 


ciques ; Guilds the Toxen of Vera Cruz, ard 
receives another Embaſſy from Motezuma. P. 32 


Cnay. V. Cortes i: prevailed ujen by fate 
Pretences to engage in an Exfeditim againſt the 
Inhabitants of Zimpazingo. He demalifoes the 
Lal of Zempoalla, and returns to Vera Cruz; 
avbere a Conſpiracy being formed againſt him, 
he orders the Ships to be ſunk. P. 45 

Cnap. VI. Cortes begins bis march for Mexico: 
Nays ſeveral Days at Zocothlan ard Xacazingo : 
ſends Ambaſſadors to Tlaicala ; but his Propoſals 
of Peace being rejeted, fights an chjlinate Battle 
evith the Tlaicalans, Nicotencal, General of 
the Tlaſcalans, attacks the Spaniſh Quarters by 
Night ; but is diveſicd of his Command, and the 
Tlaſcalans fue for Peace. P. 5 3 

Cray. VII. Certes receives an Embaſſy from 
Motezuma ; he makes his Entrance into | laſcala ; 

after which Diego de Orcaz wiſits the Foicano 


of Popocatepec. Cortes afterwards receives an 


Embaſſy frem Mexico, and marches to Cholula. 
<where a Scheme is laid for his Deſiruttion, which 
is diſcevered by the Adareſs of Marina. He 
leaves Cholula ; baffes the treacherous Defigns 
z the Mexicans ; is wifited by the Cacique of 
ezeaco, and arrives at that City, whence 
he marches to Iztapalapa. P. 71 
CAP. VIII. Cortes enters Mexico, where he 
is met by Motezuma, who comes in great State 
to welcome him to the City; afterwards ae 
To: 
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evith him at his Quarters, and grants bim an 
Audience in the royal Palace. A Deſcription f 
the City of Mexico, with an Account of . 
Grandeur, Wealth, and Power of the Emperor, 
and the Religion and Policy of the Mexican 
Government. P. 93 


Cuay. IX. Cortes receives a wery alarming Let- 


ter from Vera Cruz, in Conſequence of which 
he makes Motezuma his Priſoner, an ſome time 
after loads him with Fetters. The Spaniards 
build two Ships upon the Lake. A Conſpiracy 


formed againſt them; but diſcovered by Mo- 
| tezuma, and the principal Conductor puniſhed. 


Motezuma declares Charles Vth. Ains of 
Spain his Succeſſor ; and offers to become T ributary 
ta that Prince, to which he gains the Conſent 
of the States, and confirms it by great Pre- 
ſents. Aﬀter which he inſijis upon Cortes's 
leaving Mexico, who is informed of the Ar- 
rival of a Fleet ſent againſt him by Velaſ- 
quez P. 114 


Cuar. Xx. The Proceedings of the Commiſſarics 
ſent by Cortes to the Court of Spain, and the 


Riſe of the Second Expedition formed by Diego 
Velaſquez for the Deflruftion of Cortes. The 
Monts of St. Geronimo endeavour in vain to 
make Velaſquez abandon his Prije?. The Fleet 


Jails under the Command of Pamphilo de 


Narvaez, arrives at Vera Cruz, but is oppoſed 
by the Governor. Cortes endeavours to come 
to Terms of Accommodation with the other Army, 
but without Succeſs, and ſets out 1p2n his March 
againſt Narvaez. P. 136 


Cray. XI. Cortes finding it impeible to bring 


Ar- 
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Narvacz te accept of any Terms of Accommoda- 
tion; attacks him and his Army; obtains a 
complete Victery, and prevails on the Soldiers 
to enter into his Service. P. 150 
CAT. XII. Cortes marche: back to Mexico 10 
the Aſiftance of Alverado, againſt whom the 
Mexicans had taken up Arms, where he finds the 
People in a violent Ferment. His Troops are 
Several Times attacked, and his Offers of Peace 
rgeded., Motezuma haranguing the Mexicans, 
in erder te perſuade them to lay down their Arms, 
is mertally wounded, and dies, conjuring Cortes 
to revenge his Fall. P. 161 
Canae. XIII. The War carricd en afreſh againſt 
Cortes, who eſcapes the mift inminent Dan- 
ger, and cvery where defeats the Indians. 
He retires from Mexico, with his Army, by 
Night ; but is aſſaulted in his Retreat, and lojes 
many Men; however be at length obtains a great 
Viftery ever the united Forces of Mexico, by 
ſeixing the Royal Standard. P. 175 
Cuay. XIV. Cortes marches to the City of 
Tlaſcala, where the Spaniards met <uith @ 
joyful Reception. The Tlaſcalans receive an 
Embaſſy from the new Emperor of Mexico, to 
excite them to take Arms againſt the Spaniards, 
and Xicotencal privately ejpouſes their Cauſe ; 
but is d:/covered. Cortes defeats the Tepea- 
cans. Another Mexican Army attacks the Spa- 
niards, and 7s intirely routed. P. 190 
Cnay. XV. Several Ships arrive upon the 
Coaſt Frith Recruits from Velaſquez, h all 
juin Cortes. 4 Deputation ſent to the Court of 
Spain, ro-defire more Aſſiſtance. The 1 — 
Mac 


Cray. XVIII. The Brigantines got ria'y for 
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march towards Mexico. Cortes's Expedition 
againſt Tezeuco, where be jets wþ a new 
Cacigue. P. 201 


Cray. XVI. Cortes marches to the City of Izta- 


pa, where be and his Army narrowly eſcape 

ing drowned. The War with Mexico renewed. 
Several Brigantines built by Cortes's Order at 
Zempoalla, brought in Pieces to Tezeuco in 
order to navigate the Lakes of Mexico. He 
takes ſeveral 7 owns, but is repulſed at Tacuba, 
and his Army expoſed to great Danger; whereupon 
be returns to Tezeuco. P. 213 


Cray. XVII. Sandoval obtains three Vifories 


over a Mexican Army. Cortes marche; to Suchi- 
milco, makes an wunſacceſ ful Aitempt ta ſcale a 
Mountain defended by the Mgxicans ; defeats a 
Mexican Army; obtains a ſecond Vitor; before 
Suchimilco, and takes that City, where he nar- 
rowly eſcapes being carried Priſoner to 1 

223 


failing on the Lake. A Plot to aſſaſſinate the 
General and his principal Officers diſcovered. Xi- 
cotencal faves Cortes, to return Home, but is 
purſued and killed. The Bripantines launched 
wfon the Lake, and attacked by 4000 Canoes, 
moſt of which are deſirozged. An Attack made 
upon the three Cauſeways at cnce, in which the 
Spaniards are ſeaſonably relieved by the Bri- 
gantines ; theſe clear the Lake of the Mexicans, 
who afterwards inden ſeveral Stratagems to 
defiroy the Spaniards, BH 230 

HAP, 
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Cray: XIX. Cortes offers Peace to the En- 
peror, but his Prieſis prevent his accepting it. 
Upon which Cortes makes a general Attack, and 
after an obſlinate Engagement is defeated. He 
afterwards renews the Attack, makes a Lodg- 
ment, and obliges the Emperor to retire to the 
farthefl Part of the City. The Emperor and his 
Conſort are ſeized in un Attempt to eſcape, and 
the whole Empire of Mexico acknowledges their 
Subject ien to Spain. Cortes extends his Conqueſts 
to the Scuth-Sra, rebuilds Mexico, and dies in 
Spain. P. 240 
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jego de Velaſquez Governor of Cuba, appoints 

ernando Cortes Commander in Chief of a 
Fleet for making new Diſcoveries. He ſails 
from Cuba, and lands in the Iſland of Cozumel, 
aubere he demolifbes the Indian Idols, and meets 


<oith a Captive Spaniard. 


ERNANDO CORTES was a native 

of Medelin, a town of Effremadura in Spain, 
and being educated for a military life, reſolved 
to puſh his fortune in the Weft-Indies, whither 
he failed in the year 1504, with letters of recom- 
mendation to Don Nicholas de Obands his kinſ- _ 
T1 E man, who was at that time of Hiſda- 
aicla. This gentleman gave him a very kind 
reception, and admitted him into the number 
of his friends; but theſe favours could not © 
Vor. II, 7 een 
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2 The Conqueſt of MEXICO 
divert his inclination to arms, and therefore that 
illand being now poſeſicd by the Sparard;, 
without any oppoſition from the natives, he de- 
fired leave to ſerve in the iſland of Cala, where 
the war was ſtill carried on, and having arrived 
there, ſo far diſtinguiſhed himſelf, as to obtain 
the reputation of a valiant ſoldier and able com- 
mander; on which account he was made Alcal- 
de, ar chief magiſtrate of the town of St Jago, 
a poſt generally conferred on thoſe who diſtin- 
guiſhed themſclves in the conqueſt of thoſe coun- 
tries. Cortes was in this ſituation when he was 
recommended to Diego de Val:ſguet, governor of 
Cuba, às a proper perion for making coaquelts on 
the cominent, and the governor giving his ap- 
probation, a comnuſion was inſtanily ſigned, by 
which Cortes was appointed captain-general of 
the fleet, and of the countries he thould diſ- 
cover and ſubdue. 
Hlis nomination to this poſt was greatly re- 
ſented by all who had flattered themſelves with 
the hopes of obtaining it. Mean while Cortes 
employed his own fortune, and all the mone 
he could borrow, in the purchaſe of proviſions, ' 
arms, and ammunition, and inliſted ſoldiers, with 
ſuch expedition and ſucceſs, that within a few | 
days he had above zoo men in his ſervice, and 
having equip'd ten ſmall veſſels from 80 to 100 
tons each, they ſailed from the port of Sr. Fago 
de Cuba, on the 18th of Nowember, 1518, and 
coaſting along the Iſland, arrived at the port of 
La Trazidag, where he was joined by ſeveral 
2 of diſtinction, Wo reſolved to follow 
is. fortunes, But he had no ſooner left S. Jags 
n 
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than his enemies prevailed on Yelaſquez to re- 
voke his commiſſion : of which Cortes being in- 
formed, he contulted his friends and adherents, 
who declared with great warmth, that they 
would ſtand by him to the laſt extremity. He 

then took ſuch meaſures as appeared moſt pro- 

per for removing the jealouſy of Ye/afyuez, and 

promoting his own ſecurity, and having ſent 

Pedro de Alverads with a party of foldicrs by land 

to take care of the horſes, and raife recruits 

in the ſettlements, he ſailed with the fleet for 

the Havannab. But in the night, the Capitana, 

in which Cortes embarked, ſeparated from the reſt, 
while the other veilcls continued their courſe to 
the port of Havannab, where the people were 
kindly received by Pedro de Barba, the governor 
under Ve/a/quez. However, having ſtaid ſeveral 
days, without hearing any news of Cortes, they 
concluded he was loſt, and began to deliberate 
about chuſing another commander, but were pre- 
vented by his arrival, when he was received with 
the loud acclamations of his men, and treated 
with great reſpect by the governor, 

While he ſaid in this place, he cauſed a num- 
ber of cotton quilts to be made, to defend his 
people from the darts and arrows of the Indians, 
it being found that theſe were more uſeful than 
coats of mail. He proved his artillery, exer- 
ciſed his ſoldiers in the uſe of their fire arms 
and croſs-bows, as well as in the management 
of their pikes, and taught them to form and file 
off in order, to make an attack and retreat. 
But while he was thus employed, a meſſenger 
arrived with diſpatches to the governor of 
Havannab, containing expreſs orders to diveſt 
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Cortes of his command, and to ſend him priſoner 
with a ſtrong guard to Sr. Jago. Cortes was 
highly — at Yelaſquez's behaviour, and 
his endeavouring to ruin an enterprize in which 
he and his friends had embarked their whole 
fortunes : he therefore reſolved to provide for 
himſelf, and to make uſe of force if it was ne- 
ceſſary; he even explained his ſituation to his 
ſoldie rs, and they raiſed ſuch a tumult, that the 
governor of Hawanah dreading the conſequence 
of their reſentment, publickly declared, that be 
did not intend to execute the orders he had re- 
ceived from Felaſguez, which he conſidered as 
a flagrant act of injuſtice. This commotion 
being thus appeaſed, and a brigantine added to 
the ficet, Cortes divided his men into eleven 
companies, delivered inſtructions to his officers, 
and after a folemn maſs, at which all the ſoldiers 
aſſiſted, weighed and et ſai! from Hawtenrah on 
the 1oth of February, 1519. 

They had this day a favourable "ale, but the 
ſan was no ſooper ſet than a furious ſtorm aroſe, 
which damaged the fleet. Cortes had be ſore ſent 
Diego de Ordaz, whoſe fidelity he had ſuſpected, 
8 228 a ſettlement on the other ſide of 

2 St. Antonio, and a little before the ſtorm, 

Fe ſent Pedro de Alverado in queſt of him, with 
orders to wait for the fleet at cape S/. Antonio, 
but Ped-o perceiving that the tempelt had driven 
him fo far into the gulph as to render it difficult 
for him to weather cape S-. Antonio, ſteered 
away for the iſland of Cozumel, where upon his 
landing he ſourd a ſmall town near the coaſt, 
which was abandoned by the Indians, who had 
Bed at his approach. Aivorado was a young 
| mag 


* —— — __ 


AWE RB SE 


E 


ly HERNANDG CORTES. 5 


man of an enterprizing genius, but of little ex- 
perience, and imagined that while he waited for 
the flcet which was to caſt anchor at that iſland, 
nothing could ſo ill become a ſoldier as inaction, 
and therefore ordered his men to march, and 
take a view of the inner part of the iſland. At 
a league's diſtance they came up to another 
town which was abandoned like the firſt. Here 
the ſoldiers ſeized ſome proviſions, and in a 
temple of one of their idols they found many 
jewels, and ſome inſtruments for ſacrificing made 
of gold mixed with copper, which, though of 
ſmall value, they carried away. However this 
expedition was ſo far from promoting the ſervice 
in which they were engaged, that it only ſerved 
to frighten the Indians, and to render it more 
difficult to obtain their friendſhip and aſſiſtance. 
The next day Cortes arrived with the fleet, 
baving ſent another veſſel with directions to 
Ordaz, on a ſuppoſition that AM rade had been 
prevented by the ſtorm, and though he was 
glad to find that young captain ſafe at Cozumel, 
he publickly reprimanded him for his raſhneſs 


1 in marching up and down the iſland, and diſ- 


miſſed three Indian priſoners whom he had 
taken, after having ordered their effects to be 
reſtored, and given them many preſents for 
their Cacique, in token of peace and amity. 
To prevent any new diſputes, he drew down 
his forces to the ſea fide, and having encamp- 
ed them there for three days, he thought fit to 
make a general review ; when it appeared that 
his whole army amounted to 508 ſolgiers includ. 


ing their officers, 16 horſe, 2 chaplains, and 


109 maxiners, and mechanics. On this occaſion 
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Cortes made them a ſpeech, in which he endea- 
voured to animate them with courage, by the 
promiſe of wealth and honour; explained the 
dangers they muſt expect to encounter, and in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, repreſented the nece 
of a ſtrict obedience and the moſt perfect una- 
nimity. 

He had ſcarce concluded this ſpeech, when 
intelligence was brought him, that a conſider. 
able number of unarmed Indians were approach- 
ing in ſeveral detached parties, upon which he 
drew up his men, and commanded them to 
remain under arms till it was known what was 
their intention, The Hadan no ſooner came in 
fight, than they continued for ſome time with- 
out motion; but perceiving that no hoſtilities 
were offered, they at length boldly advanced, 
and mingling with the ſoldiers, preſented them 
with ſome refreſhments, and continued to be- 
have with great confidence and familiarity. 

The next day the principal Cacique of the 
iſland came with à numerous retinue to pay a 
viſit to Cortes, who received him with great 
courteſy, and while the converſation was carried 
on by means of an interpreter, one of the In- 
Han was heard to pronounce the word Ca/tilla, 
the meaning of which being demanded by 
Cortes, he was told that the Indian ſaid, the 
Spaniards reſembled ſome perſons in Yucatan, 
who came from a country called Caftilla. Cortes 
immediately concluded that theſe were his coun- 

en, and reſolved to ſet them at liberty. 
pon a more particular enquiry he found that 
they were in the power of ſome Indians of the 
higheſt rank, who refided at Yucatan, and that 
CO — 
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the moſt certain method of procuring their li- 
berty would be to offer a ranſom ; for the 
Cacique informed him that ſhould he have re- 
courſe to arms, it would expoſe them to the 
hazard of being maſſacred by their maſters. 
Cortes approved of this advice, and ordered Diego 
de Ordaz to ſail to the coaſt of Yucatan, with a 
letter to the priſoners and ſome trifles for their 
ranſom, and to ſtay eight days, in which time 
ſome Indians appointed by the Cacique for that 

urpoſe, undertook to return with an anſwer. 
Fo the mean time Cortes marched with the troops 
in a body about the iſland, in order to view the 
country, and kcep his men in action, and in 
this tour, he was accompanied by the Cacique, 
and a great number of Indians, who furniſhed 
him with proviſions, and exchanged gold for 
glaſs beads, which they fancied they could ne- 
ver purchaſe too dear, 

At a ſmall diſtance from the coaſt ſtood the 
temple of an idol that was much revered by the 
Indians. It was a ſquare ſtone building, and no 
contemptible ſtructure. The idol which was 
called Cozumel, whence the iſland received the 
ſame name, was in the figure of a man, and had 
a moſt horrible aſpect. Here a great concourſe 
of people were found liſtening to a prieſt who 
was diſtinguiſhed by a certain ornament or 
covering, which ſcarcely conccaled his naked 
neſs, and who ſcemed to preach with great 
emphaſis. Cortes, ſhocked at the abſurdity of 
ſuch worſhip, told the Cacique, that it was im- 
poſſible for them to continue friends, if he did 
not renounce his idolatry, and that it was un- 
worthy of a man of ſenſe to pay divine ho- 

. nours 


£ The Crmcaefl cf MEXICO, 


nours to a deformed image htter to frighten chil- 
dren than to be reverenced by men of under- 
ſtanding. The Cacique replied, that as to te- 
ligion he left it wholly to the prieſts, ho 
ſhould, if he pleaſed, diſcouiſe with him upon 
that ſubject. This was readily accepted, and 
one of the prieſts being ſent for, no ſooner was 
informed of the affair in queſtion, than he be- 
gan with the molt hideous outcries to proteſt 
againit thoſe who ſhould be ſo audacious as to 
duturb the worſhip of their Gods, denouncin 

the imucdiate vengeance of Heaven againſt al 
who ſhould preſun e to dimouour this 2 or 
his habitation. But Cortes, without paying any 


regard eto his menaces, immediately ordered all 
the idols to be broke to pieces, and moſt of 
their temples to be demoliſhed. The largeſt of 


them, however, he preſerved entire, and havin 
cauſed a neat altar to be erected, had maſs faid 
it by the chaplains and prieſts, and at his de- 
parture charged the Cacique to take the ſtricteſt 
care that every thing was kept in good order, 
2nd that no inſul: was offered to the image of 
the Bleſſed Virgin, or to two croſſes which he 
erected in that chape!, and this the Iadian chick 
very readily promuted. 

When the eight days were expired, Diego de 
Ordaz returned from 7 ucatan, without ſeeing any 
thing of the Caftiliians, tor whom he was ſent, 
Cortes therefore ſet fail with a fair wind ; þut 
was obliged to return the fame day, on account 
of one ot the ſhips having ſprung a leak. 


While this ſhip was reſitting, Cortes was told, 


that a canoe was ſtanding directly towards the 


| 


iſland, when perceiving that ſhe was full of 
armed 
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armed Indians, he ordered Andrea de Tapia to 

as much as poſſible under the ſhelter of the 
Bud. and to endeavour to take the canoe. Soon 
after four men came out of it with only a flight 
covering about their waiſts, and with bows and 
arrows in their hands. Andrea de Tapia as ſoon 
as the Indians were landed, advanced towards 
them ſword in hand, when three of them ſeem- 
ed afraid, the fourth bid them not fear, and 
addreſſing himſelf to the Spaniards, cried aloud in 
the Cafillian tongue, Gentlemen, 1 am a Chriſtian. 
Tapia immediately embraced him with equal joy 
and ſurprize, and conducted him to Cortes, who 
received him with much affection, while his In- 
dian Companions couched down upon their hams, 
and laying their bows and arrows on the ground, 
moiſtened their right hand with ſpittle, touched 
the earth, and then ſtroaked their breaſts next the 
heart; this being the moſt reſpectful ceremony 
they paid to their princes. Cortes having aſked 
the name of the ſtranger, he replied that he 
was called Jerom de Aguilar, and was a native of 
Fija. Meat and drink were then ſet before him, 
and he was ordered to be cloathed. 

The next day Cortes inquired how ke fell into 
the hands of the Indians, when he replied, that 
being at Darien, he was ſent to Hiſpaniola for 
men and ammunition ; but was caſt away near 
Jamaica, when he and 20 other perſons taking 
to the boat, after ſuffering great diſtreſſes, reach- 
ed the ſhore of Yucatan, where they fell into 
the hands of a Cacique who immediately ſaeri- 
ficed fix of them to his idols, and then eat 
them. That he and ſoine others were ſhut up 


in a wooden cage, in order to ſerve for another 


fettival ; 
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feſtival ; but breaking out, they, without being 
diſcoved, fled over the mountains, till they | 
came into the dominions of another prince, who | 
was an enemy to him from whom they had fled, 
That ſoon after moſt of his companions died, 
and he fell into the hands of a maiter whom he 
ſerved for ſcveral Years, and at length acquired 
ſuch a degree of favour, that he confer ed up- 
on him an employment near his perſon, and 
honoured him with his confidence. Ihe Cacique 
his maſter, dying, recommended him to his ſon, 
under whom he poſſeſſed the ſame office, and 
afterwards being employed in the wars with the 
neighbouring Caciques, obtained ſuch reputati- 
on, that he became the favourite both of the 


prince and people, and therefore on his receiv- | 


ing Cortes letter, he eaſily obtained his liberty 
as a reward for his ſervices. | | 
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Cortes /ails from Cozumel, arrives at the River 
Gryalva, /ands in ſpite of the Indians, takes 
the town of Tabaſco, and obtains a great 
Victory. He then concludes a Peace with the 
Indians, and embarks, in order to continue his 
Veyage to Mexico. 


HE fleet ſet ſail from Cozumel on the 
4th of March, 1519, and reached the ri- 
ver of Grijalva, where the civil treatment which 
the Spaniards had formerly received from the 


Indians of Tabaſco, and the gold brought from 
| i thence; 5 
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thence, were ſuch motives for their landing, as 
were not to be refilted. Therefore leaving the 
larger veſſels at anchor, Cortes embarked all his 
ſoldiers on board the ſmaller, and in the boats, 
and was beginning to make the beſt of his way 
againſt the current, when he perceived both fides 
of the river covered with canoes filled with Ju- 
dians in arms, ſupported by a conſiderable force 
on ſhore. When gueſſing from the horrible out- 
cries, and geſliculations of the Indians, that they 
intended to oppoſe him, he ſent Aguilar to them 
in a canoe with offers of peace, which being 
rejected, he reſolved to puniſh them for what he 
called their preſumption, in daring to defend 
their country. But night approaching, he thought 
proper to wait till the next day, and in the 
mean time commanded all the artillery to be 
brought into the ſmaller veſſels, and his ſoldiers 
to put on their quilted coats to ſecure them from 
being wounded by the arrows of the enemy. 

At day-break, he drew up the veſſels in the 
figure of an half moon, and advancing ſlowly 
to the Indians, ſent Aguilar a ſecond time, with 
propoſals of peace, to which they made no an- 
ſwer, but giving the fignal for the attack, ad- 
vanced with great ſwiftneſs by the favour of 
the current, till being near enough to uſe their 
arrows, they diſcharged ſuch a cloud of them, 
both from the canoes and barks on the river, 
that the Spaniards were much embarraſſed in 
their endeavours to cover themſelves. How- 
ever, having received the firſt charge, they aſ- 
ſaulted the Indians with ſuch vigour, that the 
canoes ſoon left the paſſage free. The _ 
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then proceeded up the river without further op- 
poſition, and approaching the ſhore endeavour. 
ed to land, but the place being marſhy, and co. 
vered with brambles, the Spaniards were affault. 
ed by a number of Indians who lay in ambuſh, 
However Cortes drew up his men, and, not- 
— the prodigious fury of this attack, 
oldiers in order of battle in ſight of 
the enemy, whoſe numbers continually increaſ. 
ed. He ordered Alonzo Davila to advance 
with 100 ſoldiers through the woods, and. take 
poſſeſſion of the town of Tabaſco, which was 
not far from the place of action. Cortes then 
attacked that vaſt multitude, and notwithſtand- 
to fight op to his knees in 
mud, he put the Indians to flight, when inſtant. 
ly diſcovering the march of Dawi/a, they ran to 


reached before the detachment he had ſent thi- 
ther, and found it fortified with a wall formed 
of trunks of trees fixed in the ground like 
paliſadoes, with ſpaces between for the conve- 


—— 
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d them to Tabaſco, which be 


; 


| 


nience of ſhooting arrows. It was of a circular 
compaſs, and at the cloſing of the circle the 
extremity of one line covered the other, form- 
ing a narrow winding 
two or three wooden caſtles which filled up the 
paſlage, and were built for placing centinels. 
This was then a ſufficieht fortification agaiaſt 
the inhabitants of the new world, who were 
happily ignerant of the arts of war, and the 


ſtreet, in which were 


practiſed by polite na- 
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Cortes being joined by Davila, whole march 
had been obſtructed by lakes and marſhes, gave 


proper inſtructions for breaking down the pa- 
lifadoes, and inſtantly gave the ſignal to begin 
the attack, crying, My friends, here auc muſt lodge 
to-night. The ſoldiers proceeded with great 
reſolution, and turning aſide a ſhower of arrows 
with their ſhields, advanced to the fortification, . 
and diſcharging their fire-arms and croſs-bows 
through the openings, ſoon drove the enemy 
from their poſts, and then breaking down a part 
of the paliſadoes, entered without difficulty. 
The Indians however made head againſt the Spa- 
aiards in the ſtreets, but were embarraſſed by 
their own numbers, and being driven from 
thence, made another vigorous effort in a wide 
ſpace in the centre of the town ; but being again 
repulſed, fled in great diſorder to the woods, 
whither Cortes would not allow his men to pur- 
ſue tem. 

The Indians had removed their families and 
effects, and provided for their ſupport by laying 


in a great ſtock of provifions. Fouiteen or 


ffteen of the Spaniardi were wounded, but the 
loſs of the Indians was very conſiderable. The 
troops lodged that night in the town, in which 
centinels were poſted with as much care and ex- 
attneſs as if an army had been in view; but 
the next day the country appeared deſerted, 
and there was not an enemy to be ſeen. Cortes 
however ſuſpected this ſtillneſs, and his appre- 
henfions increaſed, by his being informed that 
Melchior his interpreter, one of the Indians taken 

Yor, II. C by 
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by C:rtewa, had deſerted that very night, leav- 
icg his cloaths hanging on a tree. 

Cortes now ſent edis d Aiſverads and Franciſce 
de Lauge with co Men each, by different ways, 
to view the country, with orders to retire in 
caſe they found an army in the field : but the 
latter, after a little more than an hour's march, 
fell into an ambuſcade, and was fo furiouſly at- 
tacked on all fides, that he was obliged to draw 
up his little battalion into a ſquare, and the 
number of the enemy increaſing, his detach- 
ment would certainly have been overpowered, 
had not Alveradb, who had been obliged to turn 
out of his way by meeting a marſh, heard the 


to Cortes, to inform him of this event. A/weradoat- 
tacked the Indians when Linge was in the 

diſtreſs, his men being quite ſpent with fatigue, 
and made his attack with ſuch reſolution, that 
the Indians fled in the utmoſt conſternation ; but 
ſoon after recovering from their ſurpriſe, they 
endeavoured to prevent the retreat of the two 
captains, who being joined, and having time to 
take breath, cut their way through a vaſt mul- 
titude of the inhabitants, which reſembled the 
rolling of the ſea, when the waves are driven 


a diſtance, and being obſerved by the Indian, 
they diſperſed, leaving the Spaniard: in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the field, eleven of whom were wound- 
ed, of which number only two died. 

Some priſoners being taken on this occaſion, 


Cortes cauſed them to be examined — 


3 1 „ 


8 
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report of the fire-arms, and haſted to his relief, 
after his having firſt detached an Indian of Cuba, 


— 


back by the wind. At length Cortes appeared at 
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Terom d: Ajuilar, when they agreed in de- 
claring that all the Caciques in the neighbour- 
ing countries, were marching to the aſuſtance of 
the inhabitants of 7 aba/co, and that the next day 
a powerful army was to be aſſembled in order to 
deftroy the Shai rt at once. Upon this in- 
telligence Cortes called a council, communicated 
to his captains whit he had learned, and de- 
fired their advice : repreſenting the weakneſs of 
their naked enemies, the ill conſequences that 
would attend their turning their backs upon them, 
and that this wou'd be ſuch a diſgrace, as would 
prevent all their future conqueſts, Upon which 
the officers unanimouſly agreed, that it was ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary not to leave the country, till 


3 * * 


they had reduced the inhabitants. 


Cortes now proceeded to make the neceſſary 
diſpoſitions for a deciſive battle: he ordered the 
wounded to be carried on board; the horſes to 
be landed: the artillery to be in readineſs, and 
every thing in order by the next morning. At 
day-break he gave the command of the infantry 
to Diego de Ordaz, when he and the other com- 
manders mounted on horſeback, and kept pace 
with the artillery, which moved very ſlowly, 
from the ground's being bogey, till arriving at 
a place called Cinibla, about the diſtance of a 
league from their quarters, they obſerved the 
Indian army appear at a diſtance, and in ſuch 
numbers, as to cover the country as far as the 
eye could reach. 

It is here proper to deſcribe the Indian manner 
of marching and coming to an engagement, 
fince, as the art of war is nearly the ſame in all 
the nations of New Spain, this will be ſuffleient 
| C 2 


ro 
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to give the reader ſome idea of their appearanee | 
through the whole of this conqueſt. Their 
principal weapons were bows and arrows, the 
ſtrings of the bows being made of the finews of 
beaſts, or thongs of deer ſkins twiſted, and their 
arrows were pointed with hſh bones. They had 
a kind of javelins, which they ſometimes threw, 
and ſometimes managed like a pike. They 
had alſo long two-handed wooden ſwords, 
edged with ſharp flints ; ſome of the ſtrongeſt 
had clubs pointed with flints, and there were 
ſlingers who threw ſtones with great force and 
dexterity. Their defenfive arms, which werg 
worn by none but commanders and perſons of 
diſtinction, conſiſted of coats of quilted cotton, 

breaſt plates, and ſhields of wood and tortoiſe. | 
ſhell adorned wich plates of metal. The ref | 


of the people were naked, only their heads were 
encircled with plumes of feathers, to make them 
appear taller than they really were, and all of 
them had their faces and bodies painted of va- 
rious colours, in order to ſtrike terror into their 
enemies. Their warlike inſtruments were pipes 
made of large canes, ſca-ſhells, and drums made 
of the bark of a tree, hollowed, which being 
beaten with a flick afforded a very diſagrecable 
ſound. They made their attacks wich terrible } 
outcries, with which they thought to intimidate 
their enemies. Their battalions were formed 
without order; but they had bodies of reſerve 
to relieve the others when there was occaſion, 
and tho' they were divided into companies com- 
manded by their reſpective officers, thoſe officers 
could ſcarcely govern their men, for when they 
came to engage, they were animated either by 
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rage or fear, and conſequently were equally 
eager to charge and to run away. 

Such was the army, or rather inundation of 
Indians, which now poured down upon the 
Spaniarls. Cortes polted his men under the 
ſhelter of a riſing ground that covered the 
rear, and having placed his artillery to the 

ſt advantage, advanced with his ffreen 
horſe to a wood, from wherce he intended to 
fally, and flank the enemy. % 

When the adiant had niarched within a pro- 

diſtance, they diſcharged a ſhower of airows, 
and then fell upon the Spaniards with ſuch fury 
and precipitation, that their fire-arms and croſs- 
bows being unable to ſtop them, they were ob- 
liged to have recourle to their ſwords, and as 
the enemy preſſed on, the artillery deſtroyed 
them by whole companies. But the Indians 
fought with ſuch bravery, that the ball was no 
fooner paſled than they cloſed again, drowning 
the groans of the wounded by their outcries. 
Diego de Ordax acted with great courage; but 
his troops could ſcarcely ſtand their ground, 
when Cortes with. his 15 horſe ruſhing ſuddenly 
from the wood, broke through the thickeſt of 
the enemy, whom he tramplcd under his horſes 
feet, while they being amazed and terrificd at 
the fight of thoſe unknown animals, threw 
down their arms and fled with precipitation. 
Diego de Ordax being ſoon ſenſible that the re- 
lief he expected was arrived, from the weak 
reſiſtance of the enemy's van, which now began to 
tun their backs, advanced with his infantry, and 
Charged thoſe who had been juſt ready to over- 
helm him with ſuch reſolution, that he obliged 
: ND ben 
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them to give way, till he came to the place 
where Cortes and his captains had diſperſed the 
enemy, who retreated making a running fight, 
till the Spariards purſuing them, they fled in 
the utmoſt confuſion, leaving above 800 dead 
upon the ſpot ; the Spaniards had two men killed, 
and threeſcore and ten wounded. | 

The next day Cortes ordered two or three of 
the Indian officers, who were priſoners, to be 
brought before him, and perceiving that their 
countenances had all the marks of terror, gave 
them a courteous reception, and then ſet them 
at liberty, giving them ſome trifling preſents, | 
and tclling them, he knew how to conquer and 
to forgive. This inlance of his moderation 
had ſuch an effect, that in a few hours ſeveral 
of the natives, came loaded with Tadian corn, 
fowls, and other proviſions, as a preſent from the 
principal Cacique of 7aba/co, who by theſe per- 
ſons made propoſals of peace; but Jerom de 
Aguilar obſerving that theſe were mean people, 
Cortes, though very defirous of peace, refuſed 
to admit their propoſals, and ſent them back 
without ſeeing them, ordering them, by his in- 
terpreter, to acquaint their Cacique, that, if he 
deſired his friendſhip, he muſt ſend perſons of 
greater diſtinction to ſolicit it. The Cacique + 
being immediately ſenſible of his error, the 
next day ſent 3o of his principal men adorned | 
with plumes and jewels, and followed by a | 
train of Indian, who carried another preſent of 
the ſame kind to the Spaniſh general. 

Cortes being attended by his officers, with a 
very ſevere and ſtern look, gave audience to 
theſe Ambaſſadors, who approaching him with 
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great ſubmiſſion, perfumed him with incenſe, 
compoſed of {weet ſcented gums : made an apo- 
logy for the war, and concluded with earneſt 
intreaties for a peace. The 3 replicd by 
obſerving that he had juſt cauſe to be difpleaſed 
with them : but granting their requeſt, made 
them a preſent of a few baubles. At which they 
departed, highly ſatisked with the ſucceſs of their 
negociation. 

Cortes was afterwards viſited by the Cacique 
in perſon, attended by all his officers, who 
brought with them a preſent of cotton cloths, 
plumes of various colours, and ſome pieces of 

of admirable workmanſhip. The 

ed him with careſſes, and the viſit paſſed in 
tions of a reciprocal and fincere friend- 

ſhip. The /diars of diſtinction who were in 
his retinue, were treated by the Spaniſb captains, 
and nothing appeared but figns of joy and 
peace, At taking leave, the Cacique appoint- 
ed another day for an interview, and to ſhow 
his confidence in the general, ordered his ſub- 


jects to return with their families to Tabaſco, 


and to aſſiſt the Spaniards to the utmoſt of their 
power. The next day the Cacique returned, 
with a preſent of 20 Indian women, who were 
ſkilled in making bread of Indian corn, and 
dreſſing other proviſions. This bread was made 
by grinding the corn between two ſtones, till it 
was reduced to flour, when it was made into a 
paſte, without leaven, and being moulded, was 
ipread upon a fort of earthen plates, on which 
it was baked over the fire. Among theſe wo- 
men was onc of uncommon beauty, who was 
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afterwards baptized by the name of Ilarina, and 
became Corte;'s miſtreſs. 

The piiots now haſtencd the departure of the 
fleet, and Palm Sunday drawing nigh, Cortes 
appointed that day for their embarking. The 
Spaniards accordingly ſet fail for Mexico, coaſt- 
ing along to the weſtward, till they arrived at 
the port now called Sr. Juan de Ulua, where 
they had no ſooner come to an anchor, between 
tac iſland and the main land, than two large 
canoes, called piraguas, came with Indians from 
the neighbouring coaſt, and on their drawing 
near began to ſpeak in a language which Aguilar 
did not underſtand ; a circumſtance that very 
much chagrined Cortes, from his apprehending } 
that the want of an interpreter would be a great 
obſtacle to the ſucceſs of his enterprize ; but 
Marina gueſſing his concern by his looks, told 
Aguilar in the Yucatan tongue, that the people 
ſpoke the Mexican language, and deſired audience 
of the general on the part of the governor of that 
province. Cortes being rejoiced at finding that 
ſhe underſtood their meaning, defired them to 
come on board, and deliver their meſſage. This 
woman was the daughter of a Cacique of one 
of the provinces ſubje to the Emperor of Mexico, 
but in her youth had been carried to a Mexican 

iſon, on the confines of Tucatan, after which, 
ſome misfortune ſhe became a ſlave to the 
Cacique of Tabaſco, who made a preſent of her 
to Cortes. As this woman was not yet acquaint- 
ed with the language of Spain, ſhe interpreted 

Aguilar in the Tucatan tongue, what the Mexi- 
can ſaid, and he imparted it to Cortes in the 
Caſtilian. By this double interpretation the 
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learned that Pi/patce governor, and 
Jeutile, captain general of that province, had 
ſent to know with what intention he came upon 
their coaſt ; when Cortes preſenting them with 
a few baubles, and treating them with ſome 
Spaniſh wine, told them, that he came as a friend 
to treat of matters of great importance to their 
Prince and the whole empire, for which purpoſe 
he would meet the two governors. 
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ENA. N. 

Cortes gives Audience to two Mexican Officers. 
Sends a preſent to Motezuma, a receives one 
from that Prince. The flate of the Mexican 
Empire, and the Apprehenſizns of Motezuma, 
<wbo ſends a ſecend Preſent te Cortes, with expreſs 
Orders to leave the Coaſt. Cortes artfully puts a 
Pep te the Murmars of toe Peryle. 


N Good Friday the Sfaniards landed, and 
having got their horſes and artillery on 
ſhore, Cortes directed the ſoldiers to cut faſcines, 
in order to iatrench themſelves, and to build a 
ſafſicieat number of huts to ſhelter them from 
the exceſſive heat of the fun, when Ferie ſend- 
ing a g eat number of the natives to their z ſſiſt- 
ance, this work was ſoon finiſhed. The pcople 
alſo brought plenty of proviſ:ons, and ſome 
cotton cloth to cover the buildings erected for 
the officers : but notwithitanding this friendly 
intercourſe with the natives, Cortes kept himſelf 
pron his guard, and planted his artillery in juch 

| a man- 
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| 
a manner as to command the country. On 
Eafter- Day he was viſited by Teutile and Pilpatee, | 
attended by a very great retinue; he received 
them with extraordinary kate, turrounded by | 
his officers and ſoldiers. The firſt com 
ments being paſſed, and it being the hour of | 
divine ſervice, he conducted them to a large 
hut, and ordered Aguilar and Marina to tell | 
them, that before he acquainted them with the 
deſign of his voyage, he ought to comply with | 
the duties of his religion, and to recommend to 
the God of all other gods the ſucceſs of his 
propoſal. After ſervice was over, Corte: returned 
to his quarters, where the two generals were 
entertained at dinner, in as ſplendid a manner 
as poſſible, and that being ended, he called his 
interpreters, and with a determined air told 
them, that he came to treat with the em 
Motezuma, on the part of Don Carlcs of Auſtria, 
monarch of the eaſt, on affairs of great impor- 
tance, both with reſpeRt to himſelf and all his * 
ſubjects; for this reaſon it was neceſſary for him to 
appear before his royal preſence, to which he 
hoped to be admitted, with all the reſpect dus 
to the greatneſs of the king his maſter, 

Cortes's guells appeared alarmed at this de- 
claration, and before they returned an anſwer | 
ordered their attendants to bring in the preſent 
they had brought with them. Upon which 20 
or 30 perſons entered loaded with proviſions, 
fine cloth, feathers of various colours, and 2 
large box, in which were ſeveral picces of gold 
curiouſly wrought. Then turning to Cortes, 
Teutile defired him to accept that ſmall preſent 
from two of Mutezumas's ilaves, who had or- 
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ders to entertain ſuch firangers as landed upon 
kis coaſt : but begged he would not think of pro- 
ſecuting his deſign, it being no eaſy matter to 
ſpeak with their prince. Jo this Cortes replied, 
with ſome warmth, that kings never retulcd to 
hear the ambaſſadors of other princes, and that 
their buſineſs was to acquaint Mztezuma with 
his arrival, and that he was reſolved to ſee him 
before he left the country. 

The Indian generals confounded at this bold- 
neſs, earneſtly intreated Cortes not to move from 
his quarters, till they had received 1M:tezuma's 
anſwer, aſſuring him, that in the mean time 
they would ſupply him with every thing ne- 
ceflary for the ſupport of his ſoldiers. 

During this conference, ſome Mexican painters 
who came in the general's train, were buſily 
employed in drawing upon cotton cloths, the 
ſhips, ſoldiers, arms, artillery, horſes, and 
every thing elle that appeared remarkable, 
which they introduced into different landſkips 
that were no way contemptible, either for the 
drawing or colouring. Theſe pictures were de- 
by Teutile, to give Matexuma ſome idea, 
what appeared too extraordinary to be fully 
deſcribed by words; but here and there were 
placed ſome characters, which ſeemed to explain 
the picture. 

Cortes being informed of what theſe painters 
were doing, went out to ſee them, when obſerv- 
ing that theſe figures wanted action to expreſs 
the valour of his troops, he ordered them to 
arms, drew them up in a body, and command- 
ed the artillery to be made ready, then telling 

Teutile 
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Tentile and Pilpatoe, that he would entertain 
them after the manner of his country, he mount- 
ed his hoiſe, with his captains, who marched 
two and two, to the aniazement of the /rdians, 
who ſceing ſuch ſtatcly animals fo obedient to 
their riders, imagined that there was ſomething 
ſupernatural in thoſe who could manage them 
with ſuch eaſe and dexterity. Cortes then di- 
vided his troop into two bodies, gave a mock 
fight, and at a ſignal given they diſcharged their 
muſkets, and ſoon atter the artillery ; when 


the couſuſion and aſtoniſhment of theſe people 


were io great, that ſome fell down upon the 
ground, others began to fly, and thoſe who had 


moit preſence of mind were fixed to the ſpot 


with terror and admiration. | 
Cortes now endeavoured to diſſipate their ap- 
prehenſions by afluring them, that theſe were 
only military diverſions. The painters imme- 
diately began to repreſent the Spaniards armed 
and drawn up in ranks; the horles in the atti- 
tudes of their exerciſes, and the artillery with 
fire and ſmoke. Mean while Cortes returned to 
his houſe with the two generals, and after 
having made them a preſent, prepared one for 
Metezuma, conſiſting of ſeveral poliſhed look- 
mg glaſſes, a holland ſhirt, a cap of crimſon 
velvet adorned with a gold medal, and a tapeltry 
Chair. 
Teutile and Pi/patce at length 23 much 
2 with their entertainment, took their 
ave; but retiring only to a ſmall diſtance, held 
a conſultation, in which it was agreed that the lat- 
ter ſhould remain on that ſpot to obſerve the moti- 
| ons 
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ens of the Spaniards. Pilpatoce's attendants im- 
mediately began to build houſes, and a conſi- 
derable village was formed in a few hours : but 
left Cortes ſhould be offended at this ſtep, he ſent 
to info: m him that he ſtaid there, in order to be 
at hand to provide for his entertainment, and 
to ſupply his troops with proviſions. "Though 
Cortes gueſſed his real intention, he took no no- 
tice of his ſuſpicions, and P;/fatce continued to 
ſupply him with proviſions in great plenty, 
Mean while Textile diſpatched meſſengers to 
Mic uma with an account of what had hap- 
pened, with the pictures drawn by his order, 
aud Cirtes's preſent. <, 

Metezuma was provided with a great number 
of couriers, choſen from the ſwiſteſt of the - 
dians, who were diſtributed along all the principal 
roads of the kingdom, and rewards were paid 
out of the publick treaſury to thoſe who firſt 
arrived at the appointed place, Theſe couriers 
were relieved at every town, which occaſioned 
all diſpatches to be carried with ſurprizing ex- 
pedition, and an anſwer was returned from Me-x:- 
within ſeven days, though the diſtance from 
that city io Juan de Ulua amounts to bo leagues. 
Motexuma's meſſage to Cortes was brought by 
Teutile with that prince's preſent, which was 
carried by 100 Iadians, and conſiſted of very 
fine cotton robes, and many curioſities formed of 
feathers, where the beautiful variety of the co- 
lours was ſo mixed and diſpoſed by the ſkill of 
the artiſt, that without making uſe of artificial 
colours, or of the pencil, they formed curious 
pictures, and a very fine imitation of natural 

Vor. II. D objeas. 
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objects. They alſo brought a great number of | 


bows, arrows, and taryets made of the fineſt 
wood ; two large circular plates, the one of 
gold, repreſenting the ſun ; and the other of fil- 
ver, with the figure of the moon; and a conſi- 
derable quantity of precious ſtones, pieces of 
gold, gold collars, rings, pendants, and other 
ornaments of the ſame metal in the ſhape of 
birds and beaſts, ſo curiouſly wrought, that the 
workmanſhip ſeemed to exceed the value of the 
metal. Theſe ſeveral articles being placed in 
order upon mats made of palm-tree leaves, 
Teutile turned to Cortes, and told him by the in- 
terpreters, that the great Emperor Motezuma 


had ſent him theſe things in return for his pre- | 
ſent, and to ſhew how much he valued the 


friendſhip of the King his Sovereign; but it 


was neither convenient nor poſſible at that time 
to admit him to his court. Cartes returned 
thanks for the preſent, and anſwered that it was 
far from his defign to be wanting in obedience 
to Metezuma ; but thet he could not diſhonour 
a King that was reſpected amongft the greateſt 
Princes in the world by returning without ful- 
filling his orders. 

Cortes now directed Franciſco de Montejo one of 


his captains, to cruiſe with two veſſels, along 
the coaſt, to take a view of the towns without 
landing, and to ſearch for ſome harbour where | 


the ſhips might be better ſheltered from the 
winds. 


Motezuma was at firſt incenſed at Cortes's per- 
ſeverance in his demand, and in the firſt tranſ- 
ports of his reſentment, propofed inſtantly te 


*% 


| 


debe 
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r of | deſtroy thoſe inſolent ficangers, who preſumed 


neft to diſpute his will; but his rage no ſooner ſub- 
e of fided, than it was ſucceeded by ſorrow and con- 
f 61. ſternation. He held private councils with his 
m6. miniſters, public ſacrifices were offered in the 


« of temples, and ſuch marks of diſturbance and con- 
fuſion were viſible in his whole behaviour, that 
| the people began to talk without reſerve of ſome 
t the figns and preiages, that were ſuppoſed to be in- 
F the dications of the approaching ruin of the Empire. 
ot is | The Empire of Mexico was then in its greateſt 
ares, glory, having under its dominion a prodigious 
ein. extent of country, governed either by Moteza- 
3 ma in perſon, or by many petty Kings or Ca- 
pre- ciques, who were his tributaries. It extended 
| "the in length about 1500 miles, in ſome places it 
ut it a 600 broad, and it was in general a popu- 
lake lous, plentiful and rich country. This Empue 
urned from a very ſmall beginning had riſen to ſuch 
t was | An height of power and greatneſs in little more 
lience | than 130 years, during which time the Mexi- 
8 cans ſubdued all the neighbouring ſtates. They 
utes were at fuſt governed by a military chief ; but 
it fl. in the progreſs of their conqueſts, they choſe a 

| King, and gave the ſupreme dominion to him 


_— 
F 


ne of who had the greateſt reputation for valour, with- 
along out pay ing any other _ to hereditary ſuc- 
ithout  ©<flion, than that of preferring thoſe of the roy- 


where Al family, when they were not excelled by the 
m the merit of another competitor. 


The Emperor Motezuma, the ſecond of the 

„ per- dame, and the eleventh ſovereign of Mexico, 
trau. 25 of the royal blood. In his youth he had 
ly to diſtinguiſhed himſelf in war, and obtained the 
E reputation of a brave general, which, together 
| D 2 with 
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with his exerting the arts of popularity, had raiſed 
him to the throne by the unanimous voice of the 
people. He had reigned fourteen years when 
Corres arrived on his coaſt, and is repreſented by 
the Spaniſh writers, perhaps to palliate the cro. 
elty of his conquerors, as one of the greateſt 
tyrants recorded in hiſtory. Juan Gijalva, had 
landed in his dominions the year before, and it 
is ſaid that about that time there happened 
many prodigies which were ſuppoſed to pre ſage 
the ruin of his Empire, ſuch as a dreadful co. 
met appearing in the night ; the lake of Mexico * 
overflow'd its banks with great impetuoſity, | 
— the weather was calm and dry, and tbe 
people even imagined, that they heard lament- | 
able voices in the air, foretelling the diſſolution 
of that Empire. Theſe figns and portents, ſome 
of which were perhaps invented by the diſaffec- 
ted, made a very deep impreſſion on the mind 
of AMtezuma, and diſturbed his counſcllors to 
ſuch a degree, that when they received a ſecond 
meſſage from Cortes, they concluded that they 
were utterly ruined. Some however imagined 
that the portents were fent as warnings to pre- 
vent their deſtruction, by putting them upon 
their guard ; while others thought the Spa- 
ziards ought to be received with the reſpet 
due to creatures of an higher rank, who had 
given the moſt dreadful proofs of an amazing 
courage and invincible power, ſupported by the 
thunder and lightening of Heaven. DMctezuma 
attended to their debates, and at length reſolved 
to ſend another preſent to Cortes, with orders to 
l-ave the coaſt, and in cafe of his refuſal, te 


leyy 
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Jevy a powerful army, and to act againſt him 
with all his forces. 

While ALtezume's court was employed in 
theſe deliberations, Franciſco de Mlenteje, whom 
Cortes had ſent to examine the coaſt, returned 
from his cruiſe, having found at the diſtance 
of ſome leagues to the nonhwaid a town call- 
ed Quiabi/fan, fituated in a feitile and well cul- 
tivated ſoil, near a bay, where the ſhips might 
ride at anchor in ſafety, under the ſkelter of 
ſome high rocks. This place was about twelre 
leagues diſtance from Se. Juan de Ulua, and Cor- 
tes was beginning to think of removing thither, 
when his reſolution was ſuſpended by the arrival 
of Teutile with the principal captaius of his 
troops, who came burning incenſe to him in little 
perfuming pans and after the ceremony of ſu- 
migation, produced NMetczuma's ſecond preſent, 
which conſiſted of the ſame particulars as thoſe 
of which the firſt had been compoſed, though 
in a ſmaller quantity, together with three green 
ſtones reſembling emeralds to be preſented to the 
King of Spain, as jewels of ineſtimable value. 
Theſe were deliveied with expreſs orders to 
Cortes and his followers to leave the country 
without delay; but the Spaniard; fill infiſting 
that they would ſee the Monarch in perſon, 
Textile ſtarted up with marks of anger and con- 
fufion, and told Cortes that hitherto Motezuma 
had treated him as a gueſt, and it would be his 
own fault if he was uſed as an enemy. He 
then without waiting for an anſwer, abruptly 

„and was followed by Pilpatze and the 
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Cortes immediately ordered the guards to be | 


doubled, and the next day the Spaniard: had the 
mortification to find that the Indians who inha- 
bited P:/patce's cabbins were retired ; that thoſe 
who uſed to bring them proviſions were gone, 
and that there was not an dion to be ſcen. 
The apprehenſion of their wanting neceſſaries, 
now raiſed a ſpirit of diſcontent among the ſol- 
diers, which was fomented by ſome of them 
who were the friends of Yela/ſquez, who began 
to exclaim, that Cortes, fiom meer ambition, pur- 


ſued a raſh deſign, without a force proportioned * 
to the undertaking, which would infallibly end 
in his deſtruction, as well as in that of his fol- | 
lowers, unleſs they returned to Cuba, to refit the 


fleet and reinforce the army. 


Cortes was well acquaineed With theſe mur- 
murs, but learning from his friends that the ma- 
jority were on his ſide, he appeared before the 
malecontents, when Diego de Ordax, in the name 
of the reſt, remonſtrated with ſome warmth, 
that as his forces were very unequal to the de- 
ſign of ſubduing a mighty Empire, it was high 
time to return to Caba, where they might be 
reinforced in ſuch a manner as would enable 


them to purſue this great deſign with ſome pro- 
bability of ſucceſs. ' 


Cortes, though highly provoked at this ad- 


vice, which oppoſed all his ambitious views, 
replied with great compoſure : that thoſe who 
complained, muſt be weary of that uninterrupted 
ſucceſs, which had exceeded their higheſt hopes: 
their ſucceſs at Cozumel, and their victory 2 
Tabaſco ; but that he had no inclination to lay the 
leaſt reſtraint upon his ſoldiers, and ſince they 


— 
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kicalties or dangers. Cortes concealed the 
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were unwilling to proceed, he would immediate- 

ly prepare for their return to Cuba. He ſoon 

after gave directions for returning to that iſland, 

and ordered the captains to embark with their 

reſpective companies, that they might be ready 

to fail the next morning; but this declaration 

was no ſooner made public, than his emifianies, 

according to the directions they had received, 

began to exclaim wich great warmth that Cortes 

had deceived them, by profeſſing that he was 
reſolved to make a ſettlement in that country, 
which notwithſtanding their unexpected ſucceſs, 
he was on the point of deſerting, and that if 
he had a mind to abandon the enterprize, he 
might with ſuch as were willing to follow him: 
for they ſhould ſoon find another gentleman who 
would aſſume the command. This clamour 
was ſo anfully managed, that it brought over 
many of thoſe who had eſpouſed the contrary 
party, and increaſed to ſuch a degree, that ſome 
of Cortes's friends were obliged to interpoſe, in 
order to put a ſtop to the diſturbance they 
themſelves had raiſed. They commended the 
reſolution of theſe men, and offered to deſire 
Cortes to ſuſpend the execution of his order, 
and without giving them time to cool, went 
directly to their general, attended by many of 
the ſoldiers, in whoſe preſence they told him 
in a high ſtrain, that the troops were upon the 
point of mutinying on account of the order he 
had given for their reimbarkation, which they 
ſuppoſed was contrary to the advice of their 
captains, and unworthy of the courage of Spa- 
ard, who ought to be overcome by no dif- 
Joy 
he 


he felt at the ſucceſs of his expedient, and coolly 
replied, that he had been milinformed, that he, 
would proceed with ſuch as were willing; but 
would conſtrain nobody, and therefore would 
cauſe a ſhip to be provided for carrying back to 
Cuba, thoſe who wanted the courage to follow 
him and his friends. This reply was received 
with acclamations of joy, and had ſuch an effect, 
that thoſe who were diſſatisficd, carefully con- 
cealed their diſcontept. 
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Cortes makes a Settlement, to which he gives the 
Name of Villa Rica dela Vera Cruz; Marches 
4 Quiabiſlan, and in lis way concludes an Al. 
fiance ewwith the Cacique of Zempoalla : Fe 
ſeizes Motezuma's Commiſſaries ; forms a flrong 
Confederacy of the Indian Caciques ; builds 
the Town of Vera Cruz, and receives another 
Embaſſy from Motezuma. 


ORTES had no ſooner put a ſtop to the 
\_4 diſſenfion which had ariſen among his peo- 
ple, than he was viſited by five deputies from 
the Cacique of Zempoalla, a neighbouring pro- 
vince in the road to the place where he intend- 
ed to remove his quarters, who came ts 
offer him the friendſhip and alliance of their 
maſter. They differed in their habit from the 
Mexican chiefs, though like them, they had 
rings in their ears and lips, to which hung 
Rn, "Yo goyy 2m 2 ny 
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ordered them to be well treatzd, and was greatly 
pleaſed at hearing that the Zempoallans, though 
tributary to Motezuma, were diſſatisfied with his 
yoke, and repreſented him as a proud and cruel 
Prince; whence he foreſaw, that he ſhould be 
able to engage theſe people to facilitate his future 
ſucceſs. He therefore diſmiſſed the deputies 
with preſents, and with orders to aſſure the 
Cacique of his friendſhip, and of his paying 
him a viſit in his way to Q,. 

Cortes, in order to diveſt himſelf of his uneaſy 
dependence upon Felaſquez, and to remove his 
want of legal authority, laid, in concert with 
his friends, the plan of a corporation to be eſ- 
tabliſhed in ſome place on the continent, and 
ſeveral perſons were choſen to fill the offices of 

ernment. Theſe immediately appointed a 
elerk of the council, with other inferior officers, 
and having taken the accuſtomed oaths, to aft 
according to the rules of juſtice, and their duty 
to-God and the King, began to exerciſe their 
functions. The next morning the council being 
aſſembled, under the pretence of conſulting the 
augmentation and preſervation of the ſettlement 
to be made, Which was to have the name of 
Villa Rica de la Fera Cruz, Cortes deſired admit- 
tance, to propoſe an affair relating to the pub- 
lic welfare. The council role up to receive 
him, and he paying his reſpects to the magiſ- | 
tracy, went and took his ſeat, next to the firſt 
Regidore, and then laid open the reaſons which 
had induced him to diſapprove the commiſſion 
under which he had ad ed. He then threw upon 
the table what he had received from Diego 
Jelaſuex; kiſſed the truncheon; delivered it 

into 
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into the hands of the Alcalde, and then retired 
to his houſe, in the capacity of a private man, 
The council, according to a preconcerted agree- 
ment, unanimouſly admitted of his reſignation, 
and with the ſame unanjmity voted that be 
ſhould be appointed general of the army, ard 
that they would make out a new commitſion in 
the King's name, to be in force till they could 
know his Majeſty's pleaſure. Then the people 
being aſlembled by a public crier, were acquaint- 
ed with Cortes's reſigoation, and the reſolution 
of the council: at which they expreſſed uncom- 


3 


mon joy, and immediately procceded to Cortes's | 
houſe, with the Alcaldes and Regidores, whe | 


informed him, that the tuwn of Y:i!la Rica had, 
in the name of Den Carlos King of Stain, and 
with the conient and approbation of the inha. 


bitants in full council, choſen and appointed 


him general of the army in New Spain; and 
in caſe it were neceſſary, required and command« 
ed him to take upon him that office for the 
public good, and is Majeſty's ſervice. ,+- 
Cortes accepted of this poſt with great reſpeR, 
and began to govern the troops with a kind of 
authority that ſecured the obedience of the 
ſoldiers. The friends of Yela/quez, however, 
could nct diſguiſe their vexation ; but reſented 
this alteration in a very indiſcreet manner: they 


endeavoured to invalidate the authority of the | 


council; loudly inveighed againſt the ambition 
of Cortes; and began to raiſe a diſſenſion, that 
ſeemed to threaten the rain of the expedition. 
Upon this Cortes ordered Diego de Oraaz, Pedre 
Eſjcudero, and Juan Velaſquez de Leon to be feit- 
ed, carried on board the fleet, and put in =_ 
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This action ſtruck terror into the troops, and in 
order to improve it, he poſitively declared, that 
he would proceed againſt them as ſeditious per- 
ſons and diſturbers of the peace, and make them 
pay for their obſtinacy with the loſs of their 
heads. lu this diſpoſition he contir.ued ſeveral 
days, during which no body was allowed to vi- 
fit them: but afterwards their friends were ad- 
mitted, and among the reſt ſome of his confi- 
dents, who found means to reduce them to rea- 
ſon. He then ſuffered himſelf to be pacified, 
and ſo effeQually conciliated their affections, 
that they afterwards ſtood by him with unſhaken 
fidelity. 

Cortes now prepared for leaving this part of 
the country, and having ordered the ſhips to ſal 
for the bay of Quiabiſlan, reſolved to march thi- 
ther by land. In a few hours he reached the ri- 
ver of Zempoalla, which being very dcep, the 
troops croſſed it in canoes, and other veſſels be- 
longing to ſome fiſhermen, which they found on 
the ſhore, the horſes being obliged to ſwim. 

he army ſoon after arrived at ſome houſes in 
the diſtrict of Zempoalla, which they found in- 
tirely 2bandoned, and without either furniture 
or proviſions ; though the natives left in their 
temples ſeveral idols, with knives made of 
flint, and ſome miſerable remains of human 
victims. Here they firſt ſaw the Mexican books, 
three or four of which were in the temples, and 
were ſuppoſed to contain the rites of their reli- 
gion. Each was made of thin varniſhed cloth, 

Ided in leaves and made up into volumes, re- 
ſembling ours. 
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The Spaniards having placed proper guardy, 
took up their quarters in the beſt houſes, and the 
next day continued their march; but ſaw not one 


perſon during the whole morning, till ent 
ſome very agreeable meadows they — 
twelve Indians, who were coming in ſearch of 
Cortes, with a preſent of fowls and bread from 
the Cacique of Z7empoalla, who invited him to 
his town, where he had provided quarters for 
his troops. Cortes diſmiſſed fix of the Indian, 
with thanks for the hoſpitality of their Prince, 
and detained the reſt as guides to the town, which 
they told him was at the diſtance of a days 
journey. At night they ſtaid in a ſmall villag ' 
where they were kindly entertained by the in- 
habitants. 

In the morning 
Zempcalla, follow ing their guides, though with | 
all imaginable precaution, as Cortes ſtilb doubted 
the ſincerity of the Jzdians, Towards the 


evening, they were met by 20 Indians who came | 


from the town, to receive Cortes, with an a 


polo. 


gy from the Cacique, who was kept at home by | 
a natural impediment. Zempoalla was a lag 


city that afforded a beautiful proſpect: 

was ſituated between two rivers: the buildings 
were of ſtone, whitened on the outſide with a 
fort of ſhining lime, which at a diſtance had 


ſuch a noble effect, that one of the ſcouts, e- 


— — 


the troops marched towards | 


turned in haſte to Cortes, crying aloud that the 
walls were of ſilver. At their entcring it, the 
{quares and ſtreets were filled with a multitude of 
people drawn together by curioſity, and the Ca 
cique himſelf appeared at the gate of his palace, 

fapported 
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ſome of his nobles, for he was to 


ſa 


extremely fat, that he could not move without 


much difficuity. A mantle of fine cotton, en- 
riched with jewels, was thrown over his naked 
body, and he wore pendants in his ears and lips. 
On his approaching to ſalute Cortes, his unwieldy 
appearance mace it receſſiry for that Gereral to 
put a ſtop to the laughter of his woldiers : he 
received Cortes in his arms, and welcomed both 
bim and the relt of the Captains in ſuch ſenſible 
expreiſion as created reipect, and having deſired 
Cortes to repoſe himſc!t after his journey, told 
him that he wou'd vifit him at his lodgings, 
where they would converſe more at leiſure 
about their mutual intereſts. The troops then 
retired to the quarters provided for them in ſquare 
courts, furniſhed with a number of apartments, 
where they were plentifully accommodated with 
proviſions and other neceflaries. | 

The Cacique ſoon after ſent a preſent to Cortes 


olf jewels, gold and other curioſities, to the va- 


lue of about 2coo przoes, and followed this 
preſent in perſon, carried on a chair on the 
ſhoulders of the chief of his family, and attended 
by a ſplendid retinue. Cortes went out to re- 
ceive him, and retiring to a private apartment 
with hiin and the interpreters, expatiated upon 
the grandeur of the King of Spain, and the er- 
rors of idolatry ; telling him that the defign 
of his coming with his valiant troops, was to 
redreſs wrongs, to puniſh violence, ard to vin. 
dicate the cauſe of reaſon and juſtice. He art- 
fully touched on this ſubject, in order to draw 
him to complain of Motezuma, that he might 

Ver. II. E diſcover 
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diſcover what advantages he might expect ©! 
reap from his reſentment againſt that Prince; 
and, indeed, the words were no ſooner pronounced, 
than he began to utter his complaints, ard 9 
obſerve that the neighbouring Caciques groaned 
under the tyranny of Motezuma, who uppreſkd 
his tributaries, and capſed himſelf to be adored by 
his ſubjecte, as if he had been one of their Gods; 
and concluded with obſerving, that he did na 
wiſh to engage Cortes in a quarrel with ſuch x 
potent Emperor, whoſe power was irrefiſtible. | 
Cortes immediately reply'd, that while he hal 
juſtice on his fide he ſhould pay but little regard 

to Motezuma's power; but that he was on hi; 
march to Quiabiſlan, where the injured and op- 

preſſed ſhould find him ready to redreſs their 
wrongs, and that in the mean time be might al. 
ſure his friends and confederates, that he would 

willingly undertake their defence. In ſhort, bar. 
ing continued the converſation for ſome time, 
the Cacique took his leave, highly fati:fied, while 

Cortes was equally pleaſed at the proſpet a 
itrengthening his intereſt by ſuch a powerful al. 
liance. | 
were ready to march, they 
found 400 Indians provided to carry their bay: | 
gage and proviſions, and to help to conduct the | 
arullery. "Theſe carriers were called Tamm, 


and were able to travel five or fix leagues in 2 
day, with three-quarters of a hundred weight 
on their backs. The country they now entered 
was fertile and pleaſant, a part of it was laid 
put in corn fields, and the reſt covered with 
uees. They flaid all night at a — 
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they found deſerted, and the next morning ar- 
rived at 2uiab/an, a town - ſtrongly ſituated up- 
6n a rock, wiih the avennes to it narrow and 
ſteep. But though this place was naturally 
ſtrong, they entered it without oppofition, nor 
did they perceive any perſon, till coming to a 
ſquare in which the Indian Templcs were placed, 
fourteen or fiſteen of the natives handſomely 
adorned with feathers, came out to meet them. 
Cortes encouraged them by his affability, and 
gave them ſome als beads, when recovering 
their ſpirits, they informed him that their Ca- 
cique had retired in order to ayoid a war, as he 
neither choſe to deny them admittance, nor to 
truſt his perſon among armed troops that were 
intirely unknown to him, and that the inhabi- 
tants could not be prevented from following his 
example: but that as ſoon as they ſhou!d be ſen- 
fible of the goodneſs of ſuch gueſts, they would 
return to their houſes, and eſteem it their happi- 
neſs to ſerve and obey them. Cortes gave them 
the frongeſt aſſurances of his friendſhip, and 
while they were gone with the news, gave ſtrict 
orders to the ſoldiers, to bebave with great civility 
to theſe Indians, who foon ſhewed the confidence 
they placed in the Spaniard: ; for ſome families 
returned that very night, and in a little time the 
town was filled with its inhabitants. 

Sometime after, the Cacique himſelf returned, 
and was introduced by the Cacique of Zempoalla, 
both of whom were carried on men's ſhoulders, 
and the latter made an handſome excuſe for his 


| friend. The converſation turned upon the ty- 


ranny of Motezuma, whom they repreſented as 


_ a monſter, who not only impoveriſhed them by 
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the tribute he demanded, but rubbed them of 
their wives and daughters, with whoſe blood he 
flained the altars of his Gods, after having fa- 
criſiced their honour to more ſhamefu] purpoſes. 
In the midſt of their diſcourſe they were in- 
terrupted by the entrance of two or three Js 
dians who ſeemed in a great fright, and whiſper: 
ing the Caciques, put them in ſuch contuſion, 


that they changed colour, and haſlily retired. | 


The cauſe of this dilorder was inflantly known; 
for fix Commiſſaries from Motezuma were 
ſeen paſſing betore the quarters of the Spa- 
nid, richly adorned with feathers and pen- 
dants of gold, and attended by a number of in- 
ferior cflicers and ſervants, who cooled them 
with fans made of feathers. Cortes went to the 


gate to fee them, when they paſſed by without | 
paying kim the leaſt reſpect. and with ſuch 2 


contemptucus lock, that the foldiers would have 
immediately chaſtiz:d them, had they not been 


reſtrained by their General, who contented him | 


ſelf with ſerding Mas ina with a ſufficient guard, 
to know the cauſe of their coming. By this 
means he underitood that the commillarics after 
moncd the Caciques to appear before them, and 
Laving ſharply reprimanded them for preſuming to 
entertain the Emperor's enemies, demanded ever 
and above the ordinary tribute, twenty {radians 
to be ſacriſiced to the Gods, as an atonement 
for their crime. Cortes no ſooner received this 
intelligence, than he ordered ſome ſoldiers to 
bring the Caciques without noiſe, and telling 
them, that he Knew the inhuman purpole of the 
Commiſi.cies, which he would not ſuffer them 


+ # 


having ſcated themſelves in the Town houſe, ſum- 
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io obey ; he defired them to aſſemble their peo- 
ple to ſeize the Mexicans, ard to leave the reſt 
to his conduct. 

Ine Caciqu:s at firſt refuſed to comply with 
this bold command, tili Cortes repeating bis 
order in a peremptory manner, they weut and 
executed it; and having ſeized Mytczuma's mi- 
niſters, put them in a kind of pillory in 
their priions, to the great ſatis faction of the 
people, who deraanded, that they ſhould either 
die the death of traitors, or be inftantly ſa- 
crificed to their Gods. Cortes however ic fuſed 
to grant this requeſt, and having ſecuted 
them, by a guard of Szam loldiers, retired 
to his quarters, in order io contrive ſome method 
of extricating himſelf from the difficulty in which 
he was involved. He was unwilling to come to 
an open rupture with Motegama, and yet thought 
it neceſſaty to ſupport the party he had already 
formed againſt that Prince, in order to have 
their aſlillance, in caſe he ſhould happen to want 
it. In conſequence ol theſe reilettions, he, at 
midnight, ſent privatcly for two of the priſoners, 
whom he treated in a very obliging manner, 
told them they were at liberty, and as he had 
rellored their ficedom, they might aſſure their 
Prince that he would ſpeedily endeavour to re- 
leaſe the reſt of their c<mpanions, and to make 
the Cacjques ſenſible of their fault. The Mexi- 
cans heard this declaration. with equal joy and 
alloniſhment, but durſt not ſet out on their journey, 
for fear of being killed or taken by the way; the 
Spaniſh ſoldiers were therefore ordered to con- 
duct them to the bay, and one of the ſhip's boats 
carried them beyond the diitrit of Zempoalla. 
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The next morning the Caciques came to | 
Cortes, and expreſſing great concern at the 


eſcape of the priſoners, he received the news 
with the appearance of much ſurpriae and 
vexation ; but propoſed, in order to prevent 
any accident of the like kind for the future, 
to take care of the reſt himſelf, and imme- 
diately ordered them to be carried on board the 
fleet, giving private directions for their being 
civilly entertained. Thus without loſing the 
confidence of the Caciques, he conferred an ob- 
ligation upon Mo!ezama, the greatneſs of whoſe 
power made him unwilling to provoke his re- 
ſentment. | 

The moderation with which the Sfaniard: be- 


haved towards their allies, was quickly made | 


known to the neighbouring diſtritis, and in a 
few days, Cortes was viſited by above thirty Ca- 
ciques of the mountains within fight of 2uie- 
biſian, where were numerous ſettlements of a 
rude people called Totonaques, who were remark- 
able for their ſtrength, activity, and courage: 
theſe ſwore to be faithful to the King of Spain, 
and offered to aſſiſt Cortes againſt Motezuma, with 
an incredible number of armed Indians. 


Cortes now reſolved to ſettle rhe corporation | 


of Villa Rica de la Crux, which had hitherto 


* 


moved with the army, ſor which purpoſe be 


pitched upon a plain between Quiabiſſan and the 
ſea, where the foil was extremely fertile, well 


_ watered with rivers, and abounded with trees, that 


were commodiouſly ſituated for the cutting oftimber 
for building. They began with layiog the foun- 


dation of a church, and the Spaniards, — 
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aſſiſted by their Iudian friends, both that and the 
houſes were ſoon erefted ; for the officers, and 
even Cortes himſelf, ſet an example to the reſt, 
by performing the moſt difficult work ; by which 
means the town was ſoon compleated, and en- 
compaſſed with a mud wall, ſufficient to defend 
it againſt all the methods of attack uſed by the 
ladians. | 

In the mean time, Motezuma being informed 
that the Cacique of Zempoalla, whoſe fidelity 
was ſuſpected, had admitted the ſtrangers into 
his town, reſolved not only to chaſlize this re- 
bellious tributary ; but to march in perſon againſt 
the Spaniards, whom we are told, he deſtined as a 
ſacrifice to his Gods. But his preparations for this 
enterprize were ſuſpended by the arrival of the two 
Indians, who had been releaſed by Cortes, Theſe 
gave an account of their impriſonment; of their 
owing their liberty to the Captain of the ſtran- 
; of his courteous treatment, and the meſ- 
7 he had ordered them to deliver; upon which 

exama"s anger was mitigated, and he reſolved 
to have again recourſe to a negotiation, in or- 
der to endeavour to divert Cortes from his de- 


The Mexican Ambaſſadors arrived juſt as the 
new ſettlement and fortreſs of Vera Cruz was 
compleated. Theſe were two young men who 
were the Emperor's nephews, attended by four 
ancient Caciques, who were to ſerve as Coun- 
ſellors. They had a fplendid retinue, and the 
preſent, which confiſted of gold, feathers and 
cotton, was valued by the Spaniards at 2000 
pieces of eight. They told Cortes that the Em- 
peror had determined to chaſtize the 29 


| 
| 
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till the account he had received of his behaviour 


: 
. 


bad induced him to ſuſpend his vengeat ce; that he 


however hoped he would {con quit that country, 
fince the cbilacles which oppoſed his coming to 
court, were in their own nature inſurmountable. 


Cortes, according to his utual cnftom, received | 


the preſents made him by the Emperor, with 
great re ſpc ct, and orderivg the four impriſoned 
officers to be brought aſhore, delivered them to 
the ambaſiadors; oblerving, that he was highty 
pleaſt d . having ſuch an Oppert unt, ot thew- 
ing his regard to the Emperor. That he thought 
the inſolence 0! the Caciques in eme meniure 
excuſable ; from the extravagant behaviour of 
the officers themfclves, who not ſatizfied with 


the ulual tribute, had the inhumavity to demand | 


twenty J:dians for their ſacrifices. That he 
thought himſelf dbliged to the C ciques for ad- 


mitting and entertaining him in their territories, 
and therefore could not help interceding with | 


Metezama in their behalt ; eſpecially as they, to- 
gether with the Caciques of the mountains. were 
now in a © peculiar manner under his protection; 
that he would communicate the particulars of 
his embaſſy when he ſhould appear in the Em- 
peror's preſence, ard that no impediments or 
danger ſhould prevent his receiving that favuur. 
With this reſolute anſwer, and ſome preſents to 
tne Ambaſſadors, and others for Motczuma, be 
diſmiſſed them, greatly diflatisfied at his obtlinacy : 
while this circumſtance heightened the admira- 
tion of the rdians, who were aitoniſhed at ſee- 
ing the hauglity Malczuma ſollicit his friendſhip 
with ſuc> preſents, 


: 
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Cortes i prevailed upon by falle Pretences to engage 
in an 2 againſt the Inhabitants of Zim- 
pazingo. He demol ſbes the Idols of Lempoalla, and 
returns to Vera Cruz; auhere à Conſdiracy he- 


ing formed againſt him, he orders the Ships to be 
unk, 


Short time after this event, the Cacique of 
Z:-mpoalla came to Vera Cruz, and told 
Cortes, that the time was now come for him to 
his country againſt the Mexicans, who 
arrived at Zimbazingo, whence they made 
excurſions into his diſtrict, deſtroying the corn 
fields, and committing other acts of hoſtility. 
Cortes thought himſelt ubliged to ſupport his new 
allies, and that it would not become him to ſuſ- 
fer the inſolence of the Mexicans, in 2 manner 
within his fight. He therefore defired the Ca- 
cique to provide [:4ians to carry his baggage, and 
draw his artillery ; which being done, he iet out 
at the head of 400 Spaniards, leaving the reſt in 
the fortreſs of Vera Cruz. On his paſſing by 
Z:mpoalla, he was joined by 2000 armed Indians, 
aſſembled by the Cacique, to ſerve under him in 
this expedition. The ſame night he quartered his 
troops three leagues from Zimpaxingo, and the next 
day in the afternoon diſcovered the town ſituated 
on the top of a ſmall hill among great rocks which 
concealed part of the buildings, and rendered it 


The 


dckicult of acceſs. 
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The Spaniards with much fatigue paſled 


over the rocks, without meeting with the leaſt | 


reſiſlanoe; but juſt as they were preparing to attack 


ground, the upper part 
was gathered about the neck, and a piece hung 


loſe in the form of a hood: they had leng 


hair which was clotted, and their hands and faces 


ſtained, with the blood of human facrifices. 
Theſe men approached the General with marks 
of the moſt humble ſubmiſſion, and ſoon con- 
i him that he had been impoſed upon; 
eu a troops had retired ſome time 


i 


their inveterate enemies, in or- 
im the inftrument of their deſtruc- 
ing provoked at the deceit, or- 
ptains Oli and Afverado to march 
ir companies, and aſſemble the Indians, 
advanced before to get into the town. 
were now buſy in plundering it, and making 
r and being brought into his preſence, 
with booty, and followed by the miſerable 
inhabitants crying aloud for juſtice, he commanded 
them to deliver up the goods to the Prieſts, that 
they might reſtore them to the proper owners. 
Then calling for the Zempoallan Captains, told them 
with a threatening voice, that they had forteited 
their lives by their preſumption, in engaging 
bim, by deceit, to compaſs their revenge. How- 
ever he ſuffered himſelf to be appeaſed by the 
interceſſion of his own officers, whom he had 
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deed, he did not dare to puniſh them, for fear 
of looſing the friendſhip of his new allies. Hav- 
ing thus reprimanded the Zempoallans, he ordered 
them to lodge without the town, while he 
himſelf entering it with the Spaniards, was re- 
ceived with the applauſes due to a deliverer, and 
viſited by the Cacique, with others in that neigh- 
bourbood. who voluntarily acknowledged them- 
ſelves ſubject to the King of Spain. He now 
formed a ſcheme for reconciling theſe Indians, 
and the Zempaallant, which he had the happi- 
nes to effect; and having made, them friends, 
he returned to Vera Cruz, leaving his reputation 
and intereſt highly advanced by the iſſue of this 
expedition, which he had too credulouſly un- 
dertaken ; and thus, like a conſummate politician, 
he made even his very errors contribute to his 
grand deſign. . 

In his march back to Zempoalla, he paſſed by 
two towns belonging to thoſe who were newly 
entered into the confederacy, when he obſerved 
a ſoldier ſteal a couple of hens, at which he was 
ſo provoked, that he ordered him to be inſtantly 
hanged ; but permitted Peter Alverado to cut him 
down with his ſword before he was dead. 

On his return, he found the Caciques of Zem- 
Palla waiting for him at ſome diſtance from the 
town, with a large quantity of proviſions for the 
refreſhment of the army; when obſerving that 
chief appear aſhamed of his conduct, he aſſured 
him that he had laid aſide his diſpleaſure, and 
they having entered the town „the Ca- 
cique made him a preſent of eight of the moſt 

iful virgins, who were of good families: 


N 
| 
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they were adorned with gold necklaces and pen- 


dants, and attended by ſeveral women ſervants, 1 


Seven of theſe the Cacique allotted for the Cap- 
tains, and the other being his own niece, he re- 
commended as a wife to Cortes, in order that 
their friendſhip might be ſtrengthened by the, 
ties of blood. The General returned him thanks, 
and let him know that is was unlawful for a Sa- 
niard to marry any woman who was an idolater, 
and took this opportunity of declaring againſt 
their idolatry and ſuperſtition. 

Soon after the Zempoullans aſſembled on one of 
their moſt ſolemn feſtivals, in order to cffer human 


ſacrifices, which were performed with horrible 


ceremonies ; when the wretched victims being 
cut to pieces were fold to the people as ſacted 
food. Cortes being ſoon informed of this affair, 
was filled with indignation, and forgetting every 
other motive, ordered the Cacique and princi- 
pal Indians, who attended, him to be brought be- 
fore him, and with them proceed to the i emple, 


followed by his troops. The Prieſts being | 


infor of his approach, immediately ran to 
the gate, and with loud and hideous outcries 
called the people to the defence of their Gods. 
At which ſome armed Indian, poſted themſelves 
in the avenues of the temples; when Cortes ſee- 
ing the inhabitants aſſembling in great nunibers, 
—— Marina to tell them aloud, that the fuſt 
arrow they ſhould let fly, he would order the 
throats of the Cacique and all the principal Ja- 
dians in his power to be cut, and then puniſh 
their preſumption with fire and ſword. The 
Cacique trembled at this dreadful menace, and 
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commanding them to lay down their arms and 
retire, they obeyed with the utmoſt expedi- 
tion. Cortes then n to ceclaim againſt the 
barbarity and abſurdity of their religion, and at 

propoſed to the Indians, that they them- 


ſelves ſhould aſcend the ſteps, and overthrow the 


idols with their own hands: but 8 them 
ſelves upon the cd, they declared with tears 
and * Treadiul lamentations, that they 
would ſuffer all the extremeſt tortures he could 
invent, rather than be guilty of committing ſuch 
an impious ſacrilege. But giving the fame 
command to his ſoldiers, the idols were in an 
inftant threwn down and broken to pieces; 
while the [»dians ſtood moticnieſs with horror, 
every moment expecting to fee the immediate 
vengeance of heaven fall on theſe impious men; 
but at h perceiving that they remained un- 
kurt, and that the Gods were unable to defend 
themſelves, their horror ſubſided, and changed 
into ſuch contempt, that they themſelves joined 
with the *parzards in burning the fragments of 
their idols; and the next day maſs was celebrated 
in that very temple. 

The Spaniards now returned to Vera Crux; and 
the ame day they reached that new colony, a 
veſſel arrived frem Cuba, commanded by Fran- 
ciſco de Salcedo, which brought Captain Luis Mar- 
tin, ten ſoldiers, and two horſes By theſe gen- 
tlemen the General was informed, that Velaſgucx 
had obtained the title of king's Lieutenant of the 
ifland of Cuba, with a commiſſion to trade and 
make ſettlements in the new diſcovered coun- 
tries, and that he was reſolved to put a flop to 

Vor. II. F Cortes's 


co Ne ce, ef MEXICO, 


Certe:"s proceedings. Upon this information, 
the latter was determined "4 lay the affair before 


the king; at his defire the council of Vera Cras 
wrote a particular account of the expedition, and 
of Yelaſquez's injurious behaviour towards him; 
beſeeching his 823 in conſideration of his 
merit, 1 to grant _ 15 — - 
Captain 1 that might exert 

Oo rvice of his country, without having 
ls ndance on the Governor of Cabs, 
While Cortes himſelf, in another letter, explained 
his reaſons for hoping that he ſhould be able 
to reduce the whcle empire of Mexico to hu 
Majeſty's obedience. Theſe diſpatches were 
committed to Alonzo Hernandes Portecarrero and 
Franciſco Montejo: but Cortes thinking that the 
fifth- part of the gold they had collected would 
be but a trifling preſent for the King, prevailed 
with the officers and ſoldiers to reſign their ſhare, 
and accordingly the above officers embarked for 
Spain on the 16th of Fuly 1519, with the gold, 
jewels, and curioſities, together with ſome . 
dians, who voluntarily conſented to perform the 
voyage, and with a particular 
nand to his father Martin Cortes. 
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took his meaſures with ſuch ſuc- 
ized all the perſons concerned; 
ght to their trial, two of the 
condemned to be ha , two 
ordered to be whipt as old offenders, 
mariner of the ſhip was fentenced 
. were par- 
Cortes had no ſooner ſi the warrant 


for their execution, than he ſet out for Zempoalia, 
„ to pardon the prin- 


Cortes — very much diſturbed at this con- 


might again break out ſo as to 


5 Wh 
his whole 2 ſormed a reſolution, 


| 
aol pray a e. Cortes ſeemed con · 
vinced by their reaſons, and a public inſtrument 
was drawn up by a notary, by which piece of 
ubtlety he was ſaved from being under the ob- 
ligation of paying for the ſhips, the whole army 
being equally bound for the payment of them. 
This 1 done, orders were given for bringing 
on ſhore 
ching chat m 


the iron work, anchors, ſails, and every 
might be of uſe, and then to > fiok them 
F 2 all, 
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all, except the boats, which were reſerved for fiſh | 


ing. Lo: 

But no ſooner bad Cortes taken this extraordi- wake 
nary ſlep. than all the advantage of it ſeemed | © 
to be deſtroyed by an accident that could not Jane 
poſſibly be foreſeen, and which it was therefore row 
impoſſible for bim to avoid. This was the ar- = 


rival of a ſmali ſquadron upon the coaſt, of 
which he received advice by an expreſs from ide 
Juan de Eſcalante. He immediately went to bac! 
Vera Cruz, and at his arrival perceived one of 
the veſſels at anchor at a conſiderable diftance 
from the ſhore, where were landed three Spa- 
niards, one of whom was a public notary. Corum s 
went to them with a imall party, when the no- men 
tary delivercd to him a writing, which contained 
in ſubſtance, that the Governor of Jamaica lad } 8 
claim to a part of that country, and therefore 
ſent to inform Cortes, that he was not to make 2 
ſettlement there. Cortes declined taking the pa- 
per, and very mildly told him, that it would be 
better if Captain Pineda, who he underſtood was 
the commander of the ſquadron, would come on 
More, in order that they might adjuſt the affair 
in an amicable manner; but the notary refuſing 
to carry this meſſage, and inſiſting in a dilre- 
ſpectſul manner, upon having a direct anſwer to 
his notification, Cortes ordered them to be ſeiz- 
ed, and then waited all night behind a fand- 
hill near the ſhore, in hopes that others would 
land from the ſhip. But ſindirg that no body 
came, he directed three of his men to put on 
the pri oners c!\oaths, and to go down to the fea 
fide, M her: they were to make ſignals with their 
clo: ks. In conſequence of this ftratagem 3 


" 
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Loat came off from the ſhip with twelve men well 
armed, which being perceived by Cortes, fol- 
diere, they retited under a tree, and four men 
landing from the boat with an an, advanced 
towards them, without having the let d ubt 
of their being their own people. Py which 
ſtratagem he alto wot theſe into bis hands; when 
the boats crew {ering what had happened, rowed 
back to the veiicl, which ſoon after weighed an- 
Chor and tinod to tea. "Theſe men readily inliſed 
in the ſervice, and Cortes returned to Zn alla 
with a {mall recruit of feven Sanin, which 
was then ellcemed a very conſiderable rcinforce- 
Ment, 
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Cortes hein, His march for Mexico: ay: ſereral 
das at Zocothlan and Nacazingo: fads Am- 
baſſadors 1 Llaſcala j but his propoſals of peace 
being vejected, fights an ob/linate battle with the 
Tlaicalans. Nicotencal, General of th: Tlal- 
calans, attacts the Spaniſh quarters by night ; 
but is diveſicd of his command, ard the 1 laſ- 


calans ſue for peace. 
T* a few days after Cortes's return to Zemps- 
alla, he drew up the army, f:rming a body 
of Spaniards for the van guard, and another of 
Indians for the rear, commanded by three Ca- 
ciques of the mountains; the*fQrongett of the car- 
ners were reſerved for drawing the : rtillery, the 
vek were loaded with the baggage, and having 
2 2ppcinied 
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appointed an advanced party to reconnoitre, 
they began their march towards Mexico, on the 
16th ot Anga 1519, ard in their way were 
kindly entertained at Jalapa, Sorochima, and 
Trauc a, towns belonging to ti confecerates, in 
each of which places they c ded a crofs, while 
Cortes exhoned the people p forbear offering 
human ſacrifices. They now entered upon the 
rough part of the mounta Where they were 
obliged io march for three s over rocks and 
precipices, in very cold and oy weather, w:the 
out any thing to ſhelter ther lelves tom the in- 
clemency of the air. Juit ©: they reached the 
ſummit their provifiens been to fail : they 
there found a temple, ard + large quantity of 
wood, but made no ſtay, chey obſerved ſome 
villages on the other fide ot the mountain, to 
which they hailed with as inuc!. expedition a 
poliible. 


lous province of Zacathlan, where in a valley at 
the foot o a mountain, was a city of the fame 
name, in which the Cacique reſided. Cortes ſent 
two Zcpeal/ans to infurm this prince of his ar- 
rival, who ſoon returned wich a favourable an- 
ſwer. The Cacique came out cf the city with 


kind of forced civility. The Spaniards ben 
found very incommodious quarters, and only 3 
{mall quantity of provificns. Cortes however eos - 
cealed his reſentment, in order to give that prin 
no opportunity of engaging him in hoftilive 
that would inevitably obſtruct his march. 


FI. 8 2 * 
Hey now entered into the large and popa- 


n 


a great retinue, and received the general with 2 
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The next day the Cacique viſited Cortes at his 
when the latter received him with 
great civility, and among other queſtions, aſked 
whether he was ſubject to the emperor of Mexi- 
co; when the other replied, ls there any man up- 
on earth, who is not a ſlave to Mat. au Io 
which Cortes ſcornfully replied, I hat he bim- 
ſelf, and thoſe who accompanied him, obeyed 
another King who had many ſubjects more pow- 
erful than Motezuma. But the Cacique, without 
attending to theſe words, proceeded to diſplay the 
randeur of his Emperor, the provinces under his 
inion, he ſaid, were innumerable, and obſerved 
that he had many Lords who ſerved bare-foot in 
his palace, with their eyes fixed on the ground ; 
adding, that he reſided in the largeſt, moſt beau- 
tiful, and ſtrongeſt city in the univerſe, founded 
in the midſt of lakes. He then expatiated upon 
the immenſity of his riches, the ſtrength of his 
armies, and the mifery of his enemies, above 
20,000 of whom were annually ſacrificed on the 
altars of his Gods. 

Cortes eaſily diſcovered the intent of this 
diſcourſe, which had been diQated by the court 
of Mexico, to deter him from proceeding ; but 
ſeeming not to penetrate into his defign, he re- 
plyed that he was already informed of Matexu- 
ma's grandeur, and that his Embaſly being 
peaccable, his men were appointed rather to 
ſhew his authority, than as a martial guard ; 
but yet the moſt inconſiderable Spaniard was 
able to overthrow a whole army of Indians. That 
he ſought for peace; but if he was compelled to 
engage in war, he would deſtroy his enemies with 


| tire and ſword ; for nature would aſſiſt him with 
& | her 
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her prodigies, and heaven with its lightening, 
This rodomontade had a ſarprizing effect, and 
the Cacique was fo over awed by it, that he 
entirely altered his conduct, and ſupplied the Spa- 
viard. with provifions in great plenty, during the 
five days Cortes itaid there, he even treated him 
with a prodigious reſpet, made him a preſent 
of four ſemale faves, and offered to give him 
twenty noble [ndians for guides to his ariny, 
Corte: now proceeded on iis march to a pro- 
vince of Jlaſcala, that bordered upon Zocathlan, 
and for ſcveral day: vothing cenſiderable bap- 
pened : but afterwards hearing that the whole 


country was in arms, he relolved to halt at a 


mal! town called Xacazingo, till he ſhould be 
better inſorined of their deſigns. 

The province cf Tlaſcala was about 50 league: 
in circumference, and though the land was moun- 
tainous and uneven, it abourded with inhabi- 
tants. The capital was built upon different 
eminences. The people at firſt were governed 
by Kings, till growing weary of their tyranny, 
they ſhook of the yoke, and formed themſelves 
into a commonwealth. The towns were divided 
into a certain number of diſtrifts, each of which 
ſent a repreſentative to Tlaſcala, where they 
formed a ſenate, whoſe reſolutions were obeyed 
by the whole province. Under this form of 
government, they had long ſupported themſelves 
againſt the Emperors of Mexico, aud were then 
at their higheſt pitch of power; for Motezuma's 
cruelty had increaſed the number of their con- 
federates, among whom was a warlike nation, 
called the Oromies, equally famed for their bar- 
barity and their valour. ; -.5% x.» "Rn 
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To this republic Cor tet ſent four of the pꝛ in- 
cipal Zempoalians, who were fully inſtructed by 
and Aguilar and Marina, how to add: the Senate, 


in demanding a paſſage for the Spaniards through 
their territories. They inftantly put on the ap- 
of Ambaſſadors, each wearing on his 
ſhoulder a wreathed cotton-tippet knotted at the 
ends; in the right hand a large arrow, and on the 
left arm a target, formed of tortoiſe ſhell. Up- 
on theſe occaſions, when the purport ot the Em- 
baſſy was war, the feathers of the arrow were 
red ; but when their errand was peace, they were 
white. By theſe ſymbols the Ambaſſadors were 
known and reſpected on the high roads; but if 
turned aſide they forteited their privileges. 
tes's four envovs on their entering Tla/- 
cala, were conducted to a houſe ſet apart for the 
reception of Ambaſſadors, and the next day 
brought into the Senate, the members of which 
roſe trom their little chairs to bid them welcome, 
As the Ambaſſadors entered, they held up their 
arrows on high, and wore their tippits on their 
heads, as a wark of extraordinary veneration ; 
then paying ti eit reſpects to the Senate, they 
ſlowly to the middle of the hall, where 
they kneeled with their eyes fixed upon the 
ground, continuing ſilent till the eldeſt Senator 
deſired them to declare their buſineſs. They 
then ſeated themſelves vpon their ham, and he 
who was choſen the Orator, expreſſed himſelf to 
the following purpoſe ; ** Noble Republic, Va- 
« liant Tlaſcalans, your friends and allies the 
* Lord of Z-mp.alla, and the mountain Ca- 
* ciqnes, wiſhing you health, abundance, and 
* the dellruction of your enemies, fend us to 
Ws * inform 
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* inform you, that an invincible race of meg 
«« are come from the Eaſt, who ſeem to all 
„ more than human; for they ſail upon 
and wield the thunder and lightening. Ya | 
« they worſhip an almighty Being who is offend. 
« edat human ſacrifices. Their general is Am- 
« baſſador from a mighty Prince who de ſires u 
« reform the abuſes cf our country, and reprefy 
the tyranny of Motezzma. He has already 
« reſcued our provinces from oppreſſion ; and 
„„ as he means to paſs through your territorie 
in his way to Mexico, he deſires to be inform- 
* cd of your grievances, that he may redrehy 
« your wrongs. We have experienced his ya | 
„bur, end in the name of our Caciques and 
6 confederates, defire you to entertain theſe 
« ſtrangen The ſpeech being concluded, the 
four Jndians raiſed themſelves upon their knees, 
and mak irg a profound reverence to the ſenate, 
ſeated them eves again, expecting an anſwer. |} 
After a ſhort conference, the ſenators told the 
Ambaſſadors, that they gratefully received the 
ſalutation of the confederates z but muſt delibe- 
rate upon the anſwer to be returned to the 
ſtrangers. 'The Indians then retired to their lodg- 
ing, when Corte;'s demand produced very ob- 
ſtinate debates, ſome inſiſling upon — | 
him by force of arms, and cthers pro 
compliar.ce with his requeſt. The chief 1 
thoſe who eſpouſed paciſic ſentiments was an 
old ſenator named Magi/catzen, a perſon a 
great authority in the republic, who reminded 
them cf a prophecy, that an invincible race of 
men would come from the Eaſt, with ſuch do- 
m1n108 
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minion over the Elements, that they ſhould form 


floating cities upon the ſeas, and uſe fire and 
air to ſubdue the earth. Theſe ſtrangers he al- 
ledged were certainly the people foretold. "They 
came from the Eaſt : their arins were fire, they 
dwelt in floating houſes, and by their actions in 
Tabaſeo proved themielves invincible. He al- 
ledged that their arrival was predicted by fignals 
from Heaven, which it were impious to diſre- 
That they had aſſiſted their allics, and 
only deſired a paſſage through their country, 
which they could not refuſe without being guilty 
of incivility to thoſe who had never injured 
them, and without diſreſpect to their allies, by 
whom they were ſo warmly recommended. 
Magiſcatzen's ſpeech was received with ap- 
plauſe ; but the favourable diſpoſitions he in- 
ſpired were intirely changed by the interpoſition 
of Xrcotencal their general, a young man ani- 
mated by ambition, who with equal eloquence 
ndiculed the prophecy, and repreſented the Spa- 
ziard; as Common men, whoſe veſſels and arms 
were produced by human art, whoſe valour was 
not uncommon, and whoſe pride, cruelty, and 
avarice were intolerable, fince they contemned 
the laws and cuſtoms of the Indians, thirſted 
after their gold, deſtroyed their temples, and 
blaſphemed their Gods; and that with reſpe& 
to the fi of Heaven, they ought to be in- 
terpreted as warnings to oppoſe and extirpate 
thoſe preſumptuous ſtrangers. He therefore 
earneſtly intreated that they would allow him 
to aſſemble the forces, and exterminate them 
at once, as the oppreſſors of their country and 


Thelg 
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Theſe arguments had great weight with z 
people ambicious of military glory: they then. 
fore ordercd their general to try his ſtrength 
with the Chriſtians, but detained the Ambate. 
dors, - 

Cortes having waited eight days for the retun 
of his Ambaſtadors, detcermincd to continue hi 
march towards the city of T/a7aa, that in cat 


they were reſolved on hoſiilitics, he might at 
tack them before they wete joined by their allies; 
by which prudent reſolution he prevented ther 
obtaining time to guard a ſtrong ſftor.e wall whic 
was 20 feet thick, ard 9 feet high, with a pe 
rapet upon the top; it 1eached crois the valiez, 
extending from one moutain to another, and 
had no other entrance but in the midcle, when 
tie two ers circularly crofied each other far 
the ſpace of ten paces, and might have cab 
been defended againi all invaders. The Spas. 


* 


ard; having paſicd this wall wichout oppoſitios, 
marched in good order with their artillery ready, 
and with advanced parties to prevent ſurprize. 
Theſe parties at length diſcovered 20 or 30 bk 
dians at a conſiderable diſtance, who by ther 
plumes appeared to be ſoldiers. Cortes inftanty 
ſent his {couts with ſgns of peace, while be 
himſelf prepared to follow with eight bot 
giving orders for the infantry to advance 2 
leiſure ; but the Zzdiars took to their heels, il 
having joined the main body, which was Z 
ſome Cviſance, they faced about, and Rood in 
poſture of deſence. The eight horſe were na 
joined by fix others, notwithſtanding which Ws 
Indians flood their ground till they were reinſoꝶ 
ed by a body of 5000 men, who had lais f 

; © ambuſcas 
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ambuſcade. At this inſtant the Span; infantry 
came up, and formed themſelves into a battalion, 
to ſuſtain the fury with which the enemy advanc- 
ed ; but the firſt volley of the fire-arms doivg 
reat execution, threw the Indian, into diforcer. 
Of this the Spaniards taking advantage fell 
them with ſuch reſolution, that in a hot 
time they quitted the field, leaving 60 wen kill. 
ed, and ſome priſoners taken by the Sani. 
Cortes was not willing to have bis men engage 
in the purſuit, but took po ſſe ſſion of tome 
houſes, that were in ſight, in which they found 
a conſiderable quantity of proviſions, and paſſ- 
ed the night there. 

The Spaniard; precreding on their march the 
next day, were oppoſed by a larger body of 
the enemy, which advanced with great noiſe, 
ard baviig diſcharged a flight of arrows and a 
large quautity of ſtones from their ſlings, retreat- 
ed, making a kind of running fight ; but Cortes 
imaginirg that this retreat was only a ſtratagem, 
followed in cloſe order, till having reached the 
top of a hill he diicovered a plain, where was 
an army of about 40, co men, compoſed of 
various nations, Gillinguiſhed by the coluurs of 
their enſigns and plumes. The Spaniard; boldly 
marched down the hill ; formed on the even 
grourd, ard moved on to the attack, while the 
Indians (till retired, till finding them at a diliance 
from the hill, they opened to the right and left, 
and ran furiouſly to occupy the gic und on both 
lides, and then clcfirg in a circle, ſurrounded 
the Spaniard;, who found it neceſſary to throw 
themſelves into the form of an hollow ſquare, 

Vor. II, G in 
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in order to ſuſtain the fury of the aſſailant, 
The air was ſoon darkened with the 
darts and ſtones, which fell upon the Spaniard, | 
till the Indians obſerving the little effect of thek 
ue 20a oy Sr yg rg 2 with | 
their pi But the artillery { 
down whole compani ; the mall arms killed the 
in heaps, and Cortes breaking in among them 
with his 3 under ſoot all that 
came in his way. At length Cortes ſeeing the ene- 
my fall back, placed his horſe on the wing; 
and being accompanied by the foot, charged them 
with redoubled vigour. They at firſt made a ſhow 
of reſiſtance ; but the men on horſeback ſeem- 
ing ſupernatural, put them into diſorder, and 
they began to give way on all fide; | 
while in this confuſion they wounded and tod 
one arother under foot. During the battle 
Pedro de Moron who was mounted on horſeback, 
was ſurrounded and taken by the Indians af- 
ter having received ſeveral wounds ; but though 
he was ſoon releaſed by the reſt of the cavalry, 
his horſe was killed. 4 
By this time the Spaniards were greatly 
ike /? and began 5 bs dubious of ſuccek, 
when the cries of the enemy ſuddenly ceaſed, 
and this filence was followed by the noiſe of 
horns and drums ſounding a retreat. The ene | 
my then moving off ſlowly, left the field W 
the Chriſtians: But notwithſtanding the loſs d 
moſt of their officers, they entered their quar 
ters in triumph, with the horſe's head carried # 
a trophy before the general, who ſent it 5 
Thaſala, where it was iacrificed with 
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ſolemnity in one of the temples. Nine 
*. the Spanzh ſoldiers, and many of the 
Zempoallans, who were fired by the example of 
the Spaniards, were wounded in this battle, 
which was no ſooner over, than Cortes obſerv- 
ing a ſmall town on an eminence that com- 
manded the country, marched thither, and had 
the ſatisſaction of finding it well ſupplied with 
| proviſions: but there not being ſufficient room 
to accommodate the whole army, the Zempo- 
allans erefted huts for themſelves, and raiſed 


ſome works of earth to ſecure the place, not- 
wichſlanding its being ſtrong and of difficult 
accels. 


The ſentiments of the Tiaſcalans were ſtill 
divided ; n out ſor peace, 
others were equally eager continuing the 
war: Aicotencal demanded ſupplies to 


with freſh vigour. 
Zempoallan Ambaſſadors returned by 
different ways to the Spaniards, and mformed 
as ſoon as Aicotencal took the field, 
were put in a priſon, and deſtined by the Tua 

as ſacrifices to the God of war, but 
they had happily found means to make their 


pe. 

a profound flillneſs reigned through- 
the country, Cortes was far from imagining 
he was out of danger of being again attack- 
ed by the Tlaſealans, he therefore reſolved ,to 
| maintain his poſt ; but foreſeeing that the Indians 
would interpret his inaction as proceeding from 
| G 2 ſear, 
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Zempoallans. He advanced as far as ſome villa- 
ges in the road to Tlaſcala, where he found 
t ſtore of proviſions, ard made ſeveral pri- 
ners, by whom he was informed that Yicoten- 


cal was encamped about two leagues from thence, | 
and employed in recruitiag and augmenting his 


army 


againſt the Jlaſcalam, Cortes permitted them to 
deſtroy the country with fire and ſword, and 


then returned to the camp, where he ſet at liber- . 


ty all his priſoners, and among thoſe who had 
been taken the day before, he choſe two or three 
to carry a meſſige to Xicorencal, in which he 


expreſſed his concern for the loſs he had ſuſtain- 


ed in the battle, which his nation had brought 
upon themſelves by rejecting the peaceable terms 
he had offered them ; and defired that he would 
now conſent to an accommodation, otherwile 


he ſhould make the name of 7la/cala a terror to 


its neighbours. The priſoners at their departure 
promiled to bring him an anſwer; and a few 
hours after they kept their word ; but returned 
bloody and mangled by Xtcotencal's order, for 


preſuming to deliver ſuch a meſfage; with an 


anſwer that Xicotencal would meet the Chriſtians 
as ſoon as the ſun aroſe, when he did not doubt 
but that he ſhould carry them alive to the altars 
of his Gods, and that to ſhew how little he fear- 
ed him, he gave him notice of his reſolution, 
that he might have time to prepare himſelf. 
Cortes, 


tear, he reſolved the next morning to reconnoitre | 
the country, in order to gain intelligence; and 
therefore marched out with all his horſe and 200 


foot, which equally conſiſted of Spariards and 


The Zempoallans being now highly incenſcd 
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C rtes, though piqued at Aicatencal's inſolence, 
uod nct neglect his advice: but at day break 
drew his troops into the held, leaving ſuch a 
force in the toben as he thought neceſlary for 
its defence, and having advanced about half a 
league, tool: poſſe fion of a ſpot where he could 
receive the enemy with adiaunage. He there 
ſ>rmed his men. {curd bis Banks with the ar- 
tillery, and put himſelf a: the head of the horle, 
in order to bring ſuccour wherever it ſhould be 
wanted, In a fiort time the ſccuts returned 
with intelligerce, that the encmy v.cre upen 
their march, and {yon aftcr they 24 peared, when 
their number amounted to above $0,000 men, 
conſiſl ing of the whule ſtrength of the republic 
and its allies. hey diiplayed a large golden 
eagle, which was the erſign of T/acaia, and 
was never brought into the field. but upon the 
greateſt undertatings, ad at ſitſt ſeemed to ad- 
varce with equal cxpedition ard intrepidity. 
On their coming within canron ſho!, the artil- 
lery filled them with ſuch terror that they halt- 
ed for ſome time; but at length ruſhed forward 
in a throng till they were near enough to uſe 
their ſlings and arrows, When they were a fe- 
cond time ſtopt by the diſcharge of the fire-arms 
and crols-bows. But at length perceiving the 
ſavghter that was made among them by the 
Shaniards and Zempoallans, they burſt upon them 
like a torrent, and broke their ranks by mere 
dint of weight and multitude: they, however, 
formed again by bearing down all that did not 
give way ta their efforts. At this inſtant 2 
great ditturbance appeared among the enemy, 
whoſe troops moved to and fro, and turned their 
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arms againſt each other, till at length they re- 
tired in a tumultuous manner. 


The cauſe of this diſturbance and retreat waz 
afterwards found to be owing to the inſolence of 


Kicotencal in upbraiding one of the confederate = 


Caciques with cowardice, for not advancing 
when the reſt were engaged. The Indian chief 


who had ic, ooo men under his command, re- 


turned an angry anſwer, which being followed 
by a challenge, the other Caciques eſpouſed 
their friend's quarrel, ard immediately retired. 
Upon which Acotencal, finding 
doned by his allies, and having ſeen a great 
number of his people ſlain upon the ſpar, left 
the field. 

It is faid that Corres Joſt only a finge ſoldier 


on this occaſion, however ſeveral of the men 


were very much diſcoura at their havi 
been put into diſorder, and loudly dec'ar:d, 
that they would not ſacrifice their lives to Cortes 


obſlinacy, but return by themſelves to Fera Crux, 


and leave him alone to follow the dictates of his 
ambition. This ſpirit of mutiny made it ne- 


ceſſary for Cortes to aſſemble the ſoldiers, when 
he put them in mind that they had already van- 
quiſhed the Tlaſcalans, who would certainly fue | 


for peace, ſo that they ſhould proceed to Mexico, 
with the additional reputation of conquering ſo 
warlike a people. But that their retreat would 
bring them into diſgrace, and endanger their total 
deſtruction. In ſhort he exerted his eloquence 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that one of the mutineers 
cried aloud, ** Fellow - ſoldiers, our general is in 
« the right, we cannot now retire without be- 


« jog. 


himſelf aban- 
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« ing inevitably loſt,” and this opinion was im- 
mediately afſented to by the whole army. 

Mean while the T/aſcalaxs were ſo intimidated 
by the ill ſucceſs of the ſecond battle, that they cried 
aloud for peace with the rs, whom they 
eſteemed invincible. But the ſenate concluding 
they were magicians, reſolved to oppoſe inchant - 
ment againſt inchantment, and therefore con- 
fulted their wizards, who now pretended to have 
diſcovered the cauſe of their defeat, and aſ- 
ſerted that the Spaniards were the off:pring of 
the Sun, whence they derived a ſuperior power 
from the warmth of his beams ; but that when 
he diſappeared they remained weak and diſ- 
pirited. Hence they that they ſhould 
be attacked by night, and utterly deſtroyed be- 
fore they could be reanimated by the beams of 
their father. This abſurd piece of intelligence 
the ſenate communicated to Aicotencal, with 
orders to execute it, and he immediately began 
to prepare for taking his meaſures accordingly. 

Mean while Cortes took care to pre- 
ſerve the ſtricteſt diſcipline : centinels were con- 
ſtantly poſted at a diſtance from the town. The 
guards were regularly mounted and relieved, 
and the ſoldiers reſted upon their arms. Theſe 
precautions were of the utmoſt conſequence : 
for on the night deſtined for the attack, the 
out-centinels diſcovered a body of the 
marching towards the town with unuſual flow- 
neſs and filence, when notice being given of 
their approach, the ſoldiers manned the works 
without noiſe or confuſion, and chearfully wait- 
ed to give them a warm reception. Xicotencal 
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had 10,000 men under his command, whom he 
ordered to attack the quarters on three ſides 
at once, which they did with equa! ſpeed ard 
re{olution ; but they met with ſuch a powerful 
and unexpected reſiſtarce, that many were ſl Xin, 
and the reit were the more terrified from their 
having been confident that they ſhould find the 


S»aniards weak and unprepared. Nicetercal wn | 


now ſenſible of the deluſion of the ſorcerers; 
but animated by rage he returned with double 
fury to the aſlault. His Indians affiled each 


other to climb over the wall, and for a conſider- 


able time one party ſucce:ded, as another was 
lin, till at length the general ſeeing it im- 
practicable to carry his point, ordered the fignal 
ta be ſounded for a retreat. Cortes no ſconer 
perceived them retiring from the Kall, than he 
tent out part of his infantry, and all his horſe, 
furniſhed with breaſt- plates full of bells, to 
charge the Indians, who were ſo terrified at the 


unu'ual noiſe, that they fled in contuſion, leaving 


a confiderable number of dead, and ſome wound- 


cd, whom they were in tao great a hurry to | 


cariy off, This victory was obtained by the loſs 
of one man, who was a Zempoallan. 

The news of this diſappointment ſoon reach- 
ed Tlaſeala, when the inhabitants unanimouſly 
demanded peace, and juſtice againſt the magi- 
cians for having deceived them. Ihe ſenate 
aſſembling, agreed to puniſh the impoſtors, 
two of whom were immediately ſacrificed to 
their Gods, and to apply to the ſtrangers for 
forgiveneſs, now firmly believing that they were 


the c:leſtial people mentioned in the Pan 


| 
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Mean while a meſſenger was ſent to inform 
Yicutencal of the ſenate's reſolution ; but that 
general being exaſperated againſt the Spaniard, 
trom whom he longed to r<trieve his honour, 
abſolutely refuſed to comply, and refoived to 
make a ſecond aſſtult by night; but in order 
to know the nature and ſtrength of their forti- 
fcations, he employed 40 ſoldiers to enter the 
Hariſo quarters among the neighbouring pea - 
ants, who reſorted thither to exchange provi- 
fions for baubles. The'e ſhies had ipent the 
greateſc part of the morning among the Spa- 
n:ards unſuſpected, till a Z:mpoalian, who had 
ob erved one of them narrowly examinining the 
fortifications, communicated his ſuſpicion to 
Cartes, who inflantly oideted him to be put to 
the torture, when he made a full confeſſion, 
in conſequence of which his comrades were 
apprehended, and the whole ſcheme diſcovered. 
The general then cauſed filteen of the moſt 
obſtinate of theſe ſpies to be puniſhed, ſome by 
lefing a hand, and others their thumbs, and 
then diſmiſſed them to tell .Xicztencal that he 
was prepared for his coming, ard had ſent his 
ſpies alive that they might acquaint him with 
the ſituation of hi: works. 

At this bloody ſpedacle the [ndian army 
was firuck with bortor and alloniſhment, and 
their meſſage made a deep impreſſion on the 
general's mind. He now began to think that 


the Spariards could not have diſcovered his 


deſign without a ſupernatural information: but 
while he was rcfleging on this ſubject, hg 
was accoſted by ſeveral perſons, ſent by thy 
ſenate to diveſt him of his command. 


The 
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The Spaniards expected an attack all that 
night and the next day; but on the ſucceeding 
morning the advanced centinels perceived four 
perſons of rank adorned with white feathers in 
token of peace, and followed by 30 Indian | 
loaded with proviſions. As they approached, 
oy frequently halted, as if afraid to advance, 

then bowing their bodies, touched the earth 
with their hands, and applied them to their lips, 
as a teſtimony of humility and veneration. 
Marina appearing upon the wall, afked for 
what purpoſe they were coming, and they an- 
ſwering that they came from the ſenate and re- 
public of Tlaſcala to treat of peace; they were 
allowed to enter, and being introduced to Cortez, 
they apologized for what was paſt, ſued | 
for peace. and earneſtly intreated him to march 
to their city, where the Spaniards ſhould be 
ſerved and reſpected as the children of the Sun, 
and the brothers of the Gods. Cortes, however, 
treated them with an affected ſeverity, and told 
them, that conſidering the methods they bad 
taken to incur his diſpleaſure, they ought to 
lock upon their admiſſion to his preſence as a 
mark of his cor deſcenſion: that however peace 
was agreeable to his inclinations, and he would | 
endeavour to appcaſe the anger of his captains. 


CHAP. | 
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Cortes receives an Embaſſy from Motezuma ; he 
_— his Enterance into | laſcala ; after which 
iego de Ordaz wiſts the Volcano of Popocate- 

© Cortes at length receives an Embaſſy from 
—_— to Cholula, wwhere.a Scheme 

ts 447 for his Defir uttion, which is diſcovered 
2 Adureſi of Marina. He leaves Cholula ; 
ffles the treacherous Defigns of the Mzxicans ; 

is wifuued by the Cacique of Vet A o, and ar- 
rives at that City, whence he marches to Iz- 


tapalapa. 


8 * had intell gence of every thing 
paſſed, he was greatly alarmed at 

Cartes 12 againſt the Tlaſcalans, appre- 
bending that ſhould they unite their forces, they 
might be able to overturn his whole Empire. 
Vet inſtead of aſſembling an army in his own 
defence, he ſent another preſent to Cortes, by 
Ambaſſadors who were ordered to divert him 
from his intended journey, to watch over his 
actions, and if poſſible to prevent a reconcilia- 
tion between bim and the Tlaſealans, Five 
Mexicans of the firſt rank, who were Charged 
with this embaſſy, arrived in the & quar- 
= ſoon after the miniſters of the republic 
had departed, and were favourably received by 
Cortes, who accepted of the preſent ; but would 
not diſpatch them immediately, as he was de- 
of having them ſee the Tlaſcalans hum- 
and indeed they had no inclination to de- 


part, 
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Fart, till they had acc2mp!.9:2d the real defign | jng thy 
of their embally. them 

In the mean time the republic cauſed de 
neighbouring villages to forriſh the i army 
with provii-ons gratis, and in two days Corrs | 
was viſited by Atcatencal at the head of 50 
noblemen of bis parity, who attended him und 
the enſigns of peace. He was well made, 2. 
bove the middie ſtature, and had a counte. 
nance that commanded relpeft. He were a 
white mantle ado ned with jewels, and b hay- 
ed before Cortes with tie free air of a ſoldier. 
He began his ſpcech by frankly owning that 
he was the cauſe of the war, from his b<levi 
that the Spaniards were friends to Aal u, 
whom he bated, but was now come to put him- 
{clf into the hands cf his conqueror, hoping by F 
this ſubmiſſion to obtain pirden tor his countr,, 
and the return of peace ; he alio intreated him 
to enter the city, where quarters ſhou'd be pro- 
vided for his men, ard deſired that the inhabi- 
tants might be well uſes, and their Gods ard 
wires protected from violence. Cortes coumplair- 
ed, in the hcarirg of the Mexican ambaſſ den, 
with ſome vchemence, of the urjuſt war they 
had carried on, granted the peace, and pro- 
mid that no violence ſhould be committed by 
the ſoldiers. At Nicetencal's departure he gave 
h m his hand, and told him that he would re- 
turn the viſit after he had diſpatched Meotezame's | 
amt aſſ. ors. | 

Ihe Mexicans made a jeſt of the peace, and 
pre tended that the Tlaſcaluus only fought to lull 
him into ſecurity, in order with the greater 
caſe to deſlroy him and his ſoldiers. But find 


w, 
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deln © ing that he was fixed in his reſolution to grant 
them a peace, they deſired him to delay his 
d the march to Tla/ca/a for fix days, r to 
army | ſend two of their number to Mexico, to in form 
(Carin | their prince of that tranſaction, who ſhould re- 
f 50 turn within that time, while the reſt would ſtay 
to his reſolution ; and as Corres did not 
le, a | think proper to break with Moatexuma, he con- 
ourite. | ſented to this requeſt. 
cre a} Within the appointed time the ambaſſadors 
> hay- | returned, accompanied by fix of high 
oder.] rank, with a ſplendid retinue, ing another 
g that | preſent of greater value than the former, de- 
eig | caring that Motezuma deſired to be the friend 
uma, | and confederate of the ſovereign of the 
hin | Spaniards, and would pay him an annual tribute, 
ug by provided they would enter into no league with 
the Tlaſcalans, and lay aſide their deſign of 
d him coming to Mexico. 
e pro- | But Cortes being reſolved that theſe Ambaſſa- 
nhabi- | dors ſhould be witneſs of the with Tla/- 
is ard | cala, poſtponed his anſwer, reſolving to detain 
la- them as long as he could, to give Motezuma 
[.der;, | the leſs time to prepare for hoſtilities. Theſe 
r they | embaſſies ſo greatly alarmed the Tlaſcalans, 
j pro- | that the government came to a reſolution to vi- 
red by | fit Corres in the form of a ſenate, in order to 
: gave | convince him of their ſincerity, and break off 
ld re- | his negociation with the Mexicans, They ac- 
zume's | ——_— arrived in ſolemn proceſſion, carried 
upon 
lowed by 


ſhoulders of inferior officers, and fol- 

e, and by numerous attendants. Cortes received 
to lull | them with his uſual ſtate and civility, and af- 
greater ter they were ſeated, was addrefled by the fa- 
it find- | ther of Xicorencal, a blind old man of a ve- 
inn | Vor. II. H | nerable 
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nerable aſpect, who told him, that the ſenate 


of Jlaſcala were come to ſue for peace on his 

own terms ; to diſſuade him from entering ind 

a league with the tyrant Mctczuma, and in. 
treated him to honour their city with his pre. | 
ſence. Cortes aſſured him that he would marc 
to Jlaſcala, whenever the people of the neigh. | 
bouring villages were ready to conduct his bay. 
gage and artillery. The next morning 500 
tamines, or carriers, appeared at his quarter, 
and having made the proper diſpoſitions, he 
— began his march. The fields wen 
filled with vaſt multitudes of people, who came 
to behold the fight, and made ſuch outcries and. 
geſticulations, as were miſtaken by the Se. 
ziard: for threats of war, till they were inform- 
ed by Marina, that in this manner the Indian 
expreſſed their joy at their feſtivals. 

The Spaniards were received by the ſenator 
and nobles, at a conſiderable diſtance from the 
town, who, having paid their reſpects to the | 
— turned about and marched before. 

he city at their entrance reſounded with ſhouts, 
acclamations, and the diſagrecable noiſe of their 
horns, pipes, -and drums. The croud was 6 
great, that the magiſtrates could ſcarcely keep | 
the paſſage free. Some of the women threw 
flowers on the Sparierds, while others who 
were more bold, put noſegays in their hands. 
The prieſts, clothed in long garments, came 
with their copper cenſors, offering incenſe to 
them as they paſſed, and all the ſpeRaton , 
ſeemed to be filled with awe, admiration, and 
Joy. Quarters were provided for them in 2 
large edifice, which had three or four ſpaciow | 

courts, 
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ſens courts, and a great number of rooms; in this 
on nd building the whole army was conveniently lodg- 
ig in ed, and there Motezuma's Ambaſſadors were ſe- 
nd jn. cure under the protection of the Spaniards: \, 

is pre.) As Cortes knew the warlike character of tke 
march people among whom he hved, he obſerved the 
neigh. utmoſt circumſpection; a guard was regularly 
is bay. | kept in his quarters ; he never appeared abroad, 
g 500 without a number of attendants well armed, 
arter, | and the ſoldiers never appeared but in compa- 
ns, he f nies, with their fire-arms on their ſhoulders. 
s wen Theſe marks of diſtruſt greatly mortiſied the 
> cane Tlaſcalans, and Magi/catzin being ſent by the 
ies 2nd fenate to complain of it to Cortes, obſerved, 
e He. | that his ſoldiers by appearing in the city with 
form. | lightning on their ſhoulders, gave more offence, 
Indian b fuch a mark of ſuſpicion than they would 

do by committing real acts of violence. Cortes 

nators | ſured him, that he was well convinced of the 
m the | fincerity and good will of the republic, and 
to the | that his ſoldiers appearing in arms, was one of 
before. | the effects of that di ipline which had rendered 
houts, | the Spaniards invincible, With this reply 
F their | the ſenate were ſatisfied, and the Spaxiards 
was | received daily proofs of the fidelity and friend- 
y keep ſhip of their new allies. They were entertain- 
threy | ed with plenty of proviſions, and preſents were 
s who boured in upon them from all quarters. Not- 
hands. 8 which, Cortes's zeal made him re- 
cane ſolve to deſtroy all their idols; but it ſoon was 
-nſe to moderated by the charity of father de Olmnedo, 
Aaton Who told him that perſecution but ill a 
1, and | With the doctrines of the goſpel, and that their 
n in : Cconverhon required time and gentle uſage. How- 


ever he prevailed with the Tlaſcalaat to deſiſt 
| H 2 


from 
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from human ſacrifices, as being in the high, 
eſt degree ſhocking to nature, and to ſet 
at liberty thoſe miſerable wretches who were 
fed in cages, in order to be the victims of then 
inhuman worſhip. f 

The peace being eſtabliſhed, and the ſenate 
of Tlaſcala having tworn allegiance to the King | 
of Spain, Cortes diſmiſſed the Mexican ambaſſi- 
dors, whom he defired to inform Meotezuma of 
what had paſſed in their preſence, of the oli 
Citations and fidelity of the 7 /-/calans, ora} 
whom he had now ſuch influence, that he 
ed in time to bring them under the obedience of 
the Emperor of A:xico, and of his reſolution 
to continue his march, in order to confer with 
their prince on that, as well as on other impor- | 
tant ſubjects. 

While Cortes ſtill continued at Tlaſcala, receiv- 
ing homage in the name of Charles V. from the | 
diiferent towns and conicderates of the repub- 
lic, the inhabitants were alarmed by a fſurpnz- | 
ing irruption of fire from the Volcano of Pope- | 
catepec, an high mountain at eight leagues dif- 
tance from the city, which filled the people with 
terror and conſternation ;* for they ridiculouſly 
imagined it to be a preſage of future misfortunes, | 
and ſuppoſed that the ſparks of fire were the | 
ſouls o* tyrants ſent abroad by the offended 
deities to chaſtii2 the earth. Ny 

While Magiſcatxin and ſome of the principal 
noblemen were rehearſing theſe idle fancies to 
Cortes, Diego de Ordaz came to aſk leave to af. | 
cend the mountain, in order to gratify his cu- 
rioſity. The Indians aſtoniſhed at his propoſal, ' 
endeavoured to perſuade him from engagin r 
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a dangerous enterpriſe, and obſerved, that 
the boldeſt men of their nation had' never ven- 
tured beyond ſome hermitages of their Gods, 
about the middle of the eminence, and that 
dreadful roarings and tremblings forbad all ap- 

h to its ſummit. This account increaſed 
the eagerneſs of Diego de Ordaz, and Cortes grant- 
ed his requeſt, in order to afford the T lajcalans 
a freſh proof of the ſuperiar courage of the 
Spamards. | 

Ordaz therefore ſet out on this expedition at- 
tended by two ſoldiers, and ſome of the princi- 
pal Indians, who offered to attend him as far as 


| the hermitages. He found the bottom of the 


mountain beautified on all fides with green trees, 
which extended a conſiderable way up the aſcent. 
The earth then grew barren by degrees. The 
Jadians topped at their hermitages, to which they 
never expected to fee the Spaniard; return, and 
Diego de Ordaz, with his companions, proceeded, 
climbing among the rocks, which were whitened 
by ſnow and the aſhes diſcharged from the Volca- 
no, and at length reached a place at a ſmall diſtance 
from the ſummit, where they felt the earth move 
violently under them, and heard a dreadful roarin 
iſſue from the mouth of the Volcano, which with 
redoubled noiſe diſcharged a vaſt quantity of fire 
and ſmoke, that darted upwards to a great height. 
The Spriards were inſtantly covered with a ſhower 
of hot aſhes, which obliged them to ſeek for 
ſhelter in the hollow of a rock, where they were 
almoſt ſtifled. Diego de Ordaz however perceiv- 
ing that the earthquake was paſſed, enco 

the ſoldiers, by his example, to proſecute this 
diſcovery, till they _ within fight of the 


3 mouth 
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mouth of the volcano, which was about a quarter 
of a league in circumference ; they obſerved at the 
bottom a large quantity of inflammable matter, 
which boiled up like ſome ſhining metal in fuſion, | 
With this account they returned ſafe, to the af. | 
toniſhment of the Indians, whoſe eſteem for the 
Spaniards was increaſed by this adventure, which 
afterwards proved of fignal ſervice ; for Or. 
dax found a large quantity of ſulphur in 
the mountain, of which Cortes made gunpow- 
der, when it was much wanted by the army. 
Cortes having continued twenty days at Tla/- 
cala, during which he was entertained with all 
poſſible marks of reſpect, declared his reſolu- 
tion of proceeding for Chelula, in which he was 
oppoſed by the ales, who endeavoured to 
ſtrengthen ſome arguments that had been before 
— — by the Zempoallans, by declaring that Che- | 
was a facred place, in which were 400 tem- 
ples, and ſuch malevolent Gods, that they ter- 
riſied the world with prodigies ; that he ought | 
not, therefore, to enter their territories, without 
an aſſurance of their being propitious. Juſt a- | 


bout this time new Ambaſſadors arrived from 
Metezxma, bringing another preſent, and that | 
Prince's permiſſion for the Spaniards to proceed 
by the way of Cbolula, where he had provided 
quarters for the reception of the army. The 
Tla/calans immediately concluded, that there 
was treachery in the caſe, and Magiſcatæin re- 
peated his remonſtrances with fach marks of | 
concern, that Cortes called a council in his pre- 
ſence, in which it was agreed, that it was in- 
poſſible to avoid the road propoſed by the Em- 
peror of Mexico, without 1 a * 
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of his ſincerity, that whether this ſuſpicion was 
well or ill founded, it would not be proper to 
diſcloſe it, and that it would be equally dan- 
to leave enemies behind them. Whence 
it was neceſſary for them to go to Chelala to diſ- 
cover Motezuma's intentions, and to obtain new 
reputation by chaſtizing his ſubjects for their 
dy. 
22 Motexuma being terrified at the victo- 
ries of the Spaniards, and aſhamed of employin 
his armies againſt ſuch an handful of men, had 
adtually reſolved to deitroy them by artiſice, and 
had choſen Chelula for that 2 Vet the 
inhabitants of that city were ſuch novices in diſ- 
fimulation, that they neglected ſending deputies 
to Cortes, who therefore complained to the 
Mexican Ambaſſadors of this mark of diſreſpect, 
and even when they were informed of his diſplea- 
ſure, they ſent four perſons with ſuch mean equi- 
, that he refuſed to admit them into his pre- 
— Cortes on the day of his departure, drew up 
the Spaniards and the Zempoallan auxiliaries, and 
was much ſurprized to find the whole force of 
the republic and her allies ready in the field, diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the colour of their feathers, and 
their different enſigns; but Cortes inſiſted upon 
taking only 6000 of the republic's troops, with 
which he began his march to Cholzla. That city 
was about five leagues diſtant from Tlaſcala, and 
the fame eveni , halted near a river, within 


3 mites of the place, which he was unwilling to 
enter by night. He was there viſited by depu- 
nes from = city of diſtinguiſhed rank, who 


brought a preſent of proviſions, and excuſing 
themſelves for not waiting upon him at Tlaſcala, 
| on 
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on account of his being there in the midſt of 
their enemies, welcomed him and his 

to their city. Though Certes was far from 
being convinced of their fincerity, he admitted 
of their excuſe, and the next morning proceed- 
ed towards Cbolula, where he was met by the 


Caciques and Prieſts, attended by a multitude | 


of unarmed people, ho had the appearance of 
being filled with reverence and joy; but they 
no ſooner perceived the body ut 7; cant that 
marched in the rear, than a diſ:greeable mur- 


mur was heard among the chiefs; upon which 


Marina was ordered to aſk the reafon of it, when 
ſhe returned with an anſwer, that the T /aſcalan; 
being their enemies, could not enter the city in 
arms, wherefore they earneſtly intreated, that 
he would order them to return. Cortes was dif- 
concerted at this demand, he however deſired 
the Tla/calans to lie without the city, to which 
they agreed, and they took up their lodgings in 
a place from which they might eaſily come to 
the aſſiſtance of the Sfariards, in caſe of necel- 
ſity. In ſhort, Cortes entered Cholala ainidſt the 
acclamations of the people, and with all the 
marks of reſpett ſhewn to the Spaniards at their 
entrance into /. 

The city of Chclula food in an open and de- 
lightful plain, and was much frequented by 
rangers, on account of its being a ſanctua:y of 
the Gods, and its carrying cn a couſiderabk 
trade. The ſtreets were ſpacious, the buildings 
larger and more beautiful than thoſe of Tlaſca- 
la, and a great number of the ſumptuous towers, 
which adorned the city, ſhewed the —— 
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, 


| 
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of their temples. It contained 20,000 inhabi- 
tants within the walls, and an equal number in 
the ſuburbs; but as they chiefly conſiſted in me- 
chanics and merchants, they were eſtcemed more 
cunning than warlike. The quarters appointed 
for the Spaniards were three or tour large edi- 
fices, contiguous to each other, and ſufficient to 
contain both the Spaniards and the Zempoallans. 
The Tla/calans choſe a place at a ſmall diſtance 
from the town, which they ſecured with ſome 
works, formed guards, and placed centinels, in 
imitation of their European fiends, from whom 


they had obtained ſome knowledge in the art of 
war 


In the firſt three or four days, there was the 
22 appearance of tranquility and friendſhip, 
t after that time proviſions grew gradually 
ſcarce, and an intire ſtop was put to the enter- 
tainments of the Caciques. The prieſts and 
Blotezuma's Ambaſſadors held private conferences, 
and the people began to look upon the Spaniards 
with an air of ſcorn and diſtaſte. This naturally 
awakened the jealouſy of the latter, and Cortes was 
endeavouring to penetrate into the intentions of 
the Chelulans, when the whole deſign was acci- 
dentally diſcovered. Marina had contracted a 
friendſhip with an old Indian woman of diſtinc- 
tion, who coming one morning to her apartment, 
begged, with great earneſtneſs, that ſhe would 
immediately forſake thoſe abominable ſtrangers, 
and hive with her. Marina perceiving that there 
was ſomething extraordinary in this requeſt, be- 
moaned her captivity, and acted her part ſo well, 
that the Chelulan believing her ſincere, told I 
c 
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that there was no time to be loſt, for the 

ard; were devoted to deſtruction ; that Meotczuma 
had ſent 20,000 Mexicans to ſecure the ſucceſs of 
the deſign, of which 6000 choſen men had al. 


ready entered the city in ſmall parties: that a 


great quantity of arms was diſtributed a 


the inhabitants, who had carried ſtones up to 


the tops of their houſes, and cut deep trenches 
acroſs the ftreets, in which were fixed 

fakes, which were lightly covered with earth, 
for the deſtruction of the horſes : that the em- 
peror of Mexico had reſolved to extirminate all 
the Chriſtians; but had given orders that ſome 
of them ſhould be taken alive, to ſatisfy his cu- 
rioſity and zcal for religion, and that he had 
made the city of Clelate a preſcnt of a gold 
drum to excite their courage. Marina, on ob- 
taining this intelligence, pretended that ſhe was 
ready to attend her deliverer, and would only 
go and fetch her jewels ; but immediately haſted 
to Cortes, and told him the whole affair, upon 
which the [ndiaz woman was ſeized, and by 
threats engaged to make a particular confeſſion 
of the whole. He was at the ſame time inform- 
ed by ſome Tlaſealan ſoldiers, who entered the 
city in the diſguiſe of peaſants, that they had 
ſeen the Cholulans carrying their women and 
effects to the neighbouring villages; and, in 
ſhort, obtained intelligence from ſeveral other 
perſons, which put the affair beyond all doubt. 


— ct 


Cortes now thought it neceflary to juſtify his con- 


duct by the teſtimony of ſome unexceptionabie | 


witneſſes among the citizens themſelves,and there- 
fore ſent forthree of che chiefprieſts, and ann? 
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with them ſeparately, complained of their trea- 
chery, and mentioned all the particulars of their 
deſign. When believing that he was indued 
with the power of penetrating into the thoughts 
of men, they acknowledged the truth, and 
ch Motezuma with being the author of the 
whole contrivance. Theſe prieſts were then ſe- 
cretly impriſoned, and Meotezuma's Ambaſſadors 
excluded from all communication with the peo- 
le. Cortes ordering his captains to aſſemble, 
id before them the whole conſpiracy, and pro- 
ſed a ſcheme for puniſhing the Cholulans, to 
which they unanimouſly conſented, Agreeably 
to this plan, he let the magiſtrates know that he 
ſhould depart the next day ; demanded provi- 
fons for his march, Indian, to carry his bur- 
dens, and with a view of diſuniting their for- 
ces, required a reinforcement of 2000 armed 
men to join the Tla/calans and Zempoallans, 
which they chearfully granted, in order to intro- 
duce concealed enemies among his troops, whom 
they could uſe as occaſion ſhould offer. The 
Tlaſcalans were then ordered to draw near the 
city at day-break, and to enter the town and 
join the Spaniards and Zempoallans at the firſt 
diſcharge of the fire-arms. At night having ſe- 
cured the quarters with guards and centinels, he 
ſent for Motezama's Ambaſſadors, and told them 
that he had diſcovered a conſpiracy formed a- 
gainſt him by the Caciques and citizens of Cho- 
lan, whom he was reſolved to puniſh, not only 
for their perfidious breach of hoſpitality, but 
for their pretending that they had received or- 
ders and aſſiſtance from Motexama, and that he 
Was 
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was not ſo much pfovoked at their treacherony 
intentions towards him, as at their preſuming to 
lay their crime to the charge of the emperor, The 
Ambaſſadors appeared overwhelmed with terrot 
and confuſion, pretended to be ignorant of the 


credit, while Cortes zcjoiced at this opportunity 
of defeating the arts of the Mexican prince, and 
at the ſame time raiſing the reputation of his 
arms. 

Early in the morning came the carriers with 
ſome proviſions, though in a ſmall quantity, and 
afterwards a greater number of armed Indian 
than Cortes demanded. Theſe he ſecured in 
ſeveral parts of his quarters, on pretence of 
forming his battalions in the uſual manner, 
Then putting his men in order, and mounting 
his horſe, he ſent for the Caciques, and when 
they appeared, told them in a loud and an 
voice, That as he had diſcovercd their A 
racy, he would fo ſeverely puniſh them, ha 
they ſhould repent of their treachery. Scarce 
had he began to ſpeak when they haſted away 
with great expedition to join their own forces, 
inſulting him with threats and abuſe, which they 
uttered as they fled. Cortes then commanded 
his infantry to fall upon the ſoldiers, whom he 
had kept divided in the ſquares of his quarters, 
all of whom were ſoon deſtroyed, except a few 
who threw themſelves from the walls and efc 
ed. This bloody ſlaughter being ended, 
gave the fignal for the T /a/ca/ans to advance, and 
then marched ſlowly into the principal ſtreet, 
having firſt left a guard in the quarters, and dE 


conſpiracy, and endeavoured to fave Meotezuma'; © 


tached ſome Zempoallans to diſcover the trenches, 
in 


| 


HAAS 


town, Cortes aſſigned them lodgings without the 
city, and then retired to his own quarters, where 
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in order that the horſe might eſcape the danger. 
In the mean time the Chelulans called in the Mex: - 
cans, and entering a large ſquare in which were 
three temples, poſted a number of men in the 
porches, and tops of the towers, while the reſt 
were divided into ſeveral bodies to engage the 
Spaniards. Juſt as Cortes's troops entered this 

uare, and the charge was given, the T la/ca- 
lans cloſed with the enemies rear, and threw 
them into ſuch diſorder, that they neither knew 
how to fly nor to defend themſclves, fo that they 
fell in heaps without reſiſtance. Ihe terraces 
and ſteps of the temples were ſo crouded with 
armed men, that they could ſcarce turn them- 
ſelves, or find room to fix their arrows; when 
Cortes advancing to the largeſt temple, com- 
manded his interpreters to proclaim a pardon and 
free paſiage to all who would come down and 
ſurrender themſelves ; but this profer, though 
twice repeated, being rejected by all but one 
Indian, he cauſed the artillery to play upon the 
temples, ſo that great numbers perithed in 
their ruins. And all the other temples be- 
ing deſtroyed in the ſame manner, there were 
above ſix thouſand of the natives and Mexi- 
cens ſlain. The Tla/calans having pillaged the 


ordering the principal perſons of the town who 
had been taken priſoners, together with the prieſts 
and Indian woman, whom he had kept confined, 
to be brought before him, he expreſſed his con- 
cern at their having obliged him to infli ſo 
ſevere a puniſhment upon the city, publiſhed a 
general pardon, and defired the Caciques to call 

Vol, II. 1 back 
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back the fugitives. The Ambaßzdors congrs 
tulated Cortes on his ſucceſs, and the citizens be. 
ing encouraged by his offers of peace, returned 
to their houſes, and opened their ſhops, ſo that 
the tumult immediately ſubſided. 

The day after the action, Aicetencal arrived xt 
the head of 2c, ooo men, which the Tlaſcaley 
had ſent to the aſſiſtance of the Spaniards : but 
Cortes having returned them his acknow| 
ments, informed their general, that he 
ſoon begin his march to Mexico, and thatit 
would be improper to exaſperate Mz:zezuma, by 
bringing ſuch a number of his declared enemies 
into his dominions: when Xicotencal acknowledy. 
ivg the juſtice of this obſervation, promiſed to 
retire, and to keep the troops in readineſs, in cafe | 
he ſhould have occaſion for them. But before 
their departure, Cortes brought about a peace be- he of 
tween the republic and Cholula, by which means | 
he opened a way for the Tlaſcalans to ſupply hin 
with ſuccours, and removed all impediments to | the ne 
his retreat. | 

Some of the Zempoallars now defiring leave | WP 
to return home, Cortes granted their requeſt, and the to 
took this opportunity of ſending ſome preſents 
to their Cacique, and at the ſame time ſent Jaan | 
de Eſcalante a ſhort account of his ſucceſs, de- 
firing him to ſtrengthen Vera Cruz with additio- 
nal fortifications, in order to ſecure it from the 
reſtlefs ambition of Diego Velaſpuex. 

About this time new ambaſſadors arrived from 
the Emperor of Mexico, who had been informed, (| 
of all that had paſſed at Cholula, and 3 
ling to eſcape the ſuſpicion of having had a , 
the affair, not only Cortes for 
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chaſtizing thoſe traitors ; but ſent him a preſent 
gr» of great value, by which means he thought to 
LF os Spaniards into a blind ſecurity, that 
ured @ they might the eaſier fall into a ſnare he had 
that | for them. 
es having ſtaid fourteen days at Cholula, 
ed at ed towards A7ezico, and the firſt night 
alan ged in a village, to u bhich the chiefs of the 
: but neighbouring towns repaired with preſents. 
| From them Cortes heard the ſame complaints of 
4 | Metexuma as in the more diſtant provinces, and 
was informed that the M-xicans had placed a 
?, by | confiderable ambuſcade on the other fide of a 
emen mountain he was to pals the next day; that they 
ledg- had ſtopped up the high road, and opened ano- 
| ther which ended in precipices, and that the Spa- 
n caſe | 4/þ army when perplexed with difficulties, was 
fore tobe ſuddenly charged, where their ho. ſes could 
de be- he of no ſervices, and the foot have no room to 
nn | form. Cortes, though highly incenſcd at this 
hin piece of treachery, ſtifled his reſentment, and 


nts to | the next day proſecuted his march over a very + 


| 555 mountain, adjoining to the Va, pro- 
cceding with great caution. When he had reached 
the ys he perceived the two roads which had 
been deſcribed to him, and turning with great 

| compoſure to the Mexican Ambaſſadors, he aſked 
the reaſon why one of them was blocked up with 
trees and ſtones, and the other but newly made. 
To which they anſwered, that the new road was 
levelled for his convenience, and the other ſtop- 
ped up, on account of its being more ſteep and 

\ | Ulncult, Cortes reply d. You are but little 
* Xquainted with the genius of our nation, for 
we will march in this road for no other rea- 
1 | «« {on 
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„ ſon than its difficulty.“ He then deſired hu 
Indian friends to march before, and remove the 


obſtacles to his paſſage, which to the amazement 
of the Ambaſlad, 


| 


ors was foon done, for they ne- 


ver dreamt that he ſuſpected their deſign. When 


the Indians in ambuſcade, obſerving that the Spe. 


wards marched in the royal road, concluded that 
they were diſcovered, and began to retire in gn 
diſorder, while Cortes deſcended, without o 

ſition, into the plain, and paſſed the ws (ef 
ſome houſes built for the reception of the Mex 
can merchants, who reſorted to the fairs of Ch 
lula. | 
In the mean time Motezuma being diſpirited 
by theſe diſappointments, grew daily more and 
more devout ; reſorted to the temples ; increaſe 
the number of human ſacrifices, and at length 
aliembling his magicians, ordered them upo 


pain of death to ſet out to meet the Spaniark, | 


andeither to ſtupify or overcome them by the force 
of their enchantments. 


command, a conſiderable number of necroma- 
cers ſet out, but having performed their incants | 


tions without ſucceſs, returned to Motexuma, and 
told him, that the God 7elcat/2puca, from whon 
famine and plagues proceeded, had appeared u 
them in a garment girt with a robe of wicken 
declaring that A:2ez»ma's ruin was decreed, and 
the diſſolution of the Empire at hand. Theſs 
perſtitious King was ſtruck dumb with this . 
port, till at length recovering his ſpeech, he a+ 


: 


| 


In compliance with thu | 


ed, If our Gods forfake us, let the ſtrangen 


«© come. It would be diſhonourable to tun 
our backs upon misfortunes,” and then af 
a ſhort pauic, added, . lament the old mes 

wont 
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te women and children who cannot defend them- 
« ſelves.” From this moment he began to pre- 

for the entertainment of the Spartards. All 
the diſcourſe of Mexico turned upon their aſto- 
niſhing actions, and the prodigies by which their 
coming hal been foretold, and theſe topics of 
converſation produced a prepoſſeſſion that was 
abſolutely neceſſary to enable ſuch an handful of 
men to penetrate to the very court of ſuch a pow- 
erful Prince. 

Cortes have paſſed the mountain, advanced the 
following day to a village in the juriſdiction of 
Chako, where he was viſited by the principal 
Cacique of the province, and others in that 
neighbourhood, who brought him proviſions and 
other preſents, and when unobierved by the M-x- 
ican Ambaſiadors, complained of Motezuma's ty- 
ranny, the weight of their taxes, and his taking 
their women to pratity his luſt, and that of his 
miniſters, by Which means the wife found no 
protection in the bed of her huſband, nor the 
daughter in the arms of her mother. 

The next day Cortes purſued his march four 
leagues thro' a delightful country, adorned with 
groves and beautiful gardens, till he arrived at 
a village built on a creek of the great lake, 
where he choſe to take up his lodging. Thither 
the Mexicans relorted wiih their arms and mili- 
wy ornaments, in ſuch numbers as raiſed Certes's 
ſuſpicions : when in order to keep them at a pro- 
per diſtance, he cauſed ſome, fire-arms and pieces 
of artillery to be fired in the air, at which they 
were ſo terrified, that they haſtily retired. How- 
ever he Mas viſited in the morning by one of 
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Motezuma's nephews, who was Lord of Tegen; 
he was a young man, had an agreeable perſon, 
and was carried on the ſhoulders of ſome of hy 
ſervants, in a Chair adorned with a variety of 
feathers curiouſly diverſied, He no ſooner + 
lighted, than his ſervants went before to f 
the ground, and keep back the people as 
ſide. Cortes going io the door of his apartment 
received him with a low bow, which the Prince 
returned by touching the earth, and then by 
lips with his right hand, which falutatinn _ 
paſled, he ſat down, and with an eaſy air 
comed him and all his Captains; ſpoke of Ate. 
uma amicable diſpoſition, and mentioned the 
diſliculties that oppoſed his going to Mexico, on | 
account ot that year's barrenneis, by which the | 
people were much dittreſſed, ſo that ſtravgen 
could be but ill accommodated where the n+ | 
tives wanted neceſſaries. To which Cortes me | 
plied, that the King his maſter having ſome im- 
portant reaſons for offering his friendſhip to Me- | 
tezuma, he, his ſervant, with great reſpect ac 
cepted the liberty he had received of delivering 
his Embaſſy, without being in pain for the pre- 
ſent ſcarcity, ſince the Spaniards required but li- 
tle nouriſhment, and even deſpiſed the inconve- 
niences which afflicted men of an inferior ſpe- 
cies. The Empcror's nephew then 1 * 0 
preſent of ſome falſe jewels made of 
which he ſhewed great ſigns of joy, an nll co 
accompanied the army as far as Tezeuco, . ca- 
pital of his dominions, proceeded to r ® 
give an account of his Embaſſy. 
The city of Tezeuco was one of the | N 
the Empire, and in grandeur was but lit 
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| over the cauſeway, which was twenty feet broad, 
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| ſpending the night there. To which he thoughe 


on the water. 
| were filled with people; multitudes of [ndians 


Which confiſted of 450 Spaniards, and 6000 [n- 
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ferior to M-xico itſelf. It extended along the 
banks of a ſpacious lake, at the beginning of the 
Mexican cauſe dc ay. The houſes were very beau- 
tiful and the ſtrects regular, and what was ſtill 
more extraordinary, freſh water was brought in 
pipes to every houſe. Cortes purſued his march 


and compoſed of ſtone, and in the midway came 
to another town of about 2000 houſes, called 
Quitlavaca, which was founded in the water, 
whence it afterwards obtained the name of Yexe- 
=zxela or Little V-:nice. Here the Cacique, at- 
tended by a ſplendid retinue, came out to meet 
him, and preſl:d him to honour his city with 


proper to conſent ; for he began to ſuſpeR that 
the Mexicans might break the cauſeway, or ob- 
frat his march by taking away the bridges. 
From this place the Spariards had a view of the 
greateſt part of the lake, which was beautihed 
with towns, adorned with towers and pinnacles, 
gardens and cauſeways, that ſeemed to float up- 
The battlements of the houſes 


approached in their canoes to behold the Span:- 
ards, and the whole formed a proſpect that was 
at once new and extremely noble. In this city, 
they were entertained with a politeneſs that ſhew- 
ed its neighbourhood to the court. 

About break of day the next morning, the 
Spaniards formed themſelves upon the cauſeway, 
which was there wide enough to allow eight 
horſes to march in front, and the whole army, 


Gaz allies, proceeded on their march to ra- 
0 palaba, 
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faiapa, a city built in a moſt delightful, and 
commodious ſituation, part of it upon the lake, 
and the other part on the ſhore. It conſiſted of 
10,000 houſes of two or three flories high. The 
Lord of this city, accompanied by the Princes of 
two other towns bordering upon the lake, came 
out to meet Cortes with three ſeparate preſents 
of gold, fowls, fruit, and other proviſions. The 
Spariars entered the city amidit the loud accla- 
mations of the people ; lodgings were prepared 
for them 1n the prince's own palace, which was 
a large and well-built edifice, with may apart- 
ments both above and below ſtairs, among which 
were ſeveral chambers with flat roofs of cedar, 
furniſhed with cotton hangings, curiouily paint» 
ed : Here were many conduits of excellent water, 
conveyed by aqueducts from the neighbouring 
mountains, nd a conſiderable number of large 
and well cultivated gardens, particularly one 
that was far more beautiful and ſpacious than the 
reſt, and belonged to the Cacique. It conſiſted 
of ſquares, adorned with a variety of flowers, a 
parterre with diviſions made of canes interwo- 
ven with odoriferous ſhrubs, and fruit-trees diſ- 
poſed into walks. In the middle was a quadran- 
— pond of freſh water, encompaſſed with 
eps to the bottom, each fide extended 400 
es. Here were kept the moſt delicate fiſh, 
and it at the ſame time ſerved as a retreat toa 
| guy number of herons, wild-ducks, and other 
orts of water fowl. 
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Corters enter: Mexico, where he is met by Mote- 
zuma, who comes in great State to welcome him 


to 


Quarters, and grants bim an Audience in the royal 
Palace. A ceſcrifgtion of the City of Mexico, 
evith an Account of the Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Poxver of th: Emperor, and the Religion and Po- 
li of the Mexican Government. 
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CHAT. VEL 


the City ; afterwards confers with him at his 


ARLY in the morning the Spaniard: left 
the city of [ztacpalapa, and beginning their 


march in their accuitomed order, ſoon diſcovered 


the 


great city of Mexico, diſti.aiſhed above the 


reſt by the height of its towers, and the gran- 
deur and multiplicity of its buildings. On their 
having marched about half way, they were met 
by a body of about 4000 nobles and officers of 


the city, who came out to meet them, and hav- 


paid their obedience, turned about and ad- 
vanced before the troops. At a ſmall diſtance 


from Aexico, the cauſeway was croſſed by a bul- 
wark of ſtone, where the entrace into the city 


was 


fortification. 


ſecured by gates, a draw-bridge, and a ſecond 
The nobles hail no ſooner paſſed 


on the other fide of the bridge, than they fell 
back on each fide, and made a lane for the army 
to paſs through, when there appeared a ſpacious 
ſtreet, the houſes of which were uniformly built, 


and 


ſpectators; though no body was ſeen 


the windows and battlements filled with 
paſting 
throug u 
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through the ſtreets ; for Motexuma had given or- 
ders for their being cleared as he had himſelf re- 

ſolved, to ſhew Cortes an extraordinary mark of 
favour by his coming out to meet him. 

Scarce had the Spartards entered the city, when 
they perceived the firit troop of the royal ret;- 
nue, which conſiſted of 200 noblemen of Mzte- 
uma houſhold, uniformly adorned with fea- 
thers, who approached in two files with their 
eyes fixed on the ground, obſerving the ſtricteſt 
filence ; but on their approaching, the Spaniards 
fell back on each fide. Then appeared at a 
conſiderable diſtance a larger company more rich- 
ly adorned, in the midſt of whom was Mere- 
zama in a chariot of burniſhed gold, ſurrounded 
with beautifpl feathers, and carried on the 
ſhoulders of his favourites, while four per- 
ſons of diſtinction held over his head a canopy 
of green feathers interwoven with ornaments of 
filver. He was preceded by three omicers with 
golden rods, which they from time to time lifted 
up as a ſignal of the Emperor's approach, that 

might proſtrate themſelves, and hide their 
heads. Cortes diſmounted at a ſmall diſtance, 
and Motezuma at the ſame time alighted from his 
chariot, when ſome of the Indians advanced be- 
fore and ſpread carpets, that his feet might not 
touch the ground. He came forwards with 2 
flow and ſolemn pace, leaning upon his couſins, 
the Princes of 7ezeuco and [ztapalapa. He was 
about forty years of age, of a middle ſtature, 
and had a good preſence ; but his conſtitution 
ſeemed rather delicate than robuſt. He had an 
aquiline noſe, and a fairer completion than the 
relt of the Mexicans : his eyes were lively, and — 


— 
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hair reached a little below his ears; but his look, 
thongh thoughttul, was majeſtic : he wore on 
his head a kind of golden mitre ; a mantle of 
fine cotton covered with gold, pearls, and pre- 
cious ſtones, was careleſsly tied on his ſhoulders; 
and his ſhoes, whach reſembled the ſandals of 
the Romans, conſiſted of a gold fole bound to his 
foot, with ſtudded ſtraps that came round a part 
of his leg. 

Cortes, on ſeeing him, alighted, haſtily ad- 
vanced, and made a profound reverence, which 
KMotexzuma, returned in the manner of his coun- 
ty, by touchitig the ground with his hand and 
— it, at which the Mexicens were greatly 
afomifhed, ſince they had never ſeen any of their 
Emperors give ſuch an inftance of condeſcenſion. 
Cees wore about his neck a chain of glaſs, cu- 
. Trioully ſet in imitation of diamonds and emeralds, 
; which he had reſerved as a preſent for his firſt 
audience, and coming up cloſe to the Emperor, 
be threw it about his neck. The Princes who 
ſapported him, ſhewed ſome emotion, and inter- 
| = to prevent Cortes, ſignifying that it was un- 

to approach ſo near : but they were re- 
pnmanded by Motezuma, who bowed his head 
to ſhew that he accepted the preſent, and which 
he returned by — upon Cortes's neck a rich 
ornament of crimſon ſhells, joined together with 


| great art, at each of which hung four crabs of 

gold of excellent workmanſhip. Cortes then 
made a ſhort ſpeech, which being anfwered by 
Maczama, he ordered one of his ſupporters to 
conduct the ſtranger to his lodging, and then 
leuing on the other went to his chair and re- 
turned to the palace. 


In 
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In this manner Cortes entered the city of Mex. 


co on the 8th of November, 1519. One of the 
royal palaces was provided for the Spaniards. It. 


was built by Mereguma's father, and was | 

enough to lodge the whole army. It had very 
thick ſtone walls, was flanked with towers, and 
many of the chambers were furniſhed with cot. 
ton hangings, and feather-work of various co- 


lours. "The chairs were formed out of folid | 


ieces of wood, and the bedſteads had curtains 
like pavilions, the beds themſelves were of 

mats, and the bolſters of the ſame rolled up. 
Cortes entered theſe lodgings 2 little after twelve 
at noon, and had no fooner diſtributed his guards 
and placed his artillery before the gate, than he 


found a ſplendid banquet prepared for himſelf 


and his officers, and great plenty of proviſions 
dreſſed for the ſoldiers, with many Mexicans who 
immediately waited upon them in the molt pro- 
found filence. , 


In the evening Cortes was viſited by Mctczuma, 
ho came in the {ame ſtate as before, Cortes went to | 


the principal ſquare to meet him, and after mak- 
ing a profound reverence, entered the 4 gen 
with Matexuma. who took his ſeat with an air 
of majeſty, and ordered a chair to be brought 
for Cortes : when the company retiring to ſome 
diſtance, he is ſaid to have addreſſed himſelf to 
him to the following purpoſe ; ** Before you 
„ mention the particulars of your Embaſſy, il- 
<« luſtrious Captain, let you and I lay aſide the 
«« prejudices we have ed imbibed of the other 


« from the miſrepreſentations of common re- 
— in ſome places told that 


* port. You have 
I am a God, that my power is invincible, and 
10 my 


LS 
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« my riches immenſe; that my palaces are covered 
« with gold, and that the earth groans beneath 
« the weight of my treaſure. Upon other occaſions, 
you hare heard that I ama tyrant, inſolent. cruel, 
« and unjuſt : but you have been impoſed upon 
« by both repreſentations : this arm cf fleth and 
« blood ſhews that I am mortal, and theſe walls 


and roofs demonſtrate that my palaces are not 


« covered with gold, and from theſe inſtances, 
* you may conclude that the account of my 
« yices is alſo exggerated, by the malice of my 
enemies. We have alſo received various ac- 
counts of you; ſome have affirmed that you 
« are Gods who graſp the thunder, command 
« the elements, and compel the beaſts of the fo- 
« reſt to obey your directions. You have been 
« repreſented by others as proud, vindictive, 
« voluptuous, and tranſported with an inſatiable 
« thirſt after the gold which our country pro- 
« duces. Yet I now ſee that I have been alike 
« deceived by theſe different accounts. You 
« are made like other men, and only diſtin- 
« guiſhed from us, by the peculiarities of your 
*« own country. The beaſts that ſo readily obey 
« you, are large deer trained up to diſcipline. 
„ Your arms that produced lightning, I con- 
« ceive to be barrels of metal, and their effect 
* like that of our ſarbacans, proceeds from air 
« compreſſed and ſtriving for vent, and as to 
the fire, noiſe, and ſmoke, they ſurely are 
« owing to enchantment. In a word, we be- 
lieve that the great Prince to whom you pay 
«* obedience, is a deſcendant of Quexalcoal, Lord 
* of the ſeven caves of-the Nawatlaques, and 
* lawful ſovereign of the ſeven nations that 

Vor. II, x „0 gave 
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gave riſe to the Mexican Empire. For from 
the tradition of many ages, we know that 
he left theſe countries to conquer new regions 


in the eaſt, with a promiſe that in proceſs of 


44 


« ſtrious progenitor.” 


time his deſcendants ſhould return to new-mo- 
del our laws, and reform our government. 
We have therefore already determined, that 
every thing ſhall be done for the honour cf 2 
Prince who is the offspring of ſuch an :lluf. 
Jo this ſpeech Corte: re. 


plied to the following purpoſe: We have, it 
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is true, Sir, heard very oppoſite accounts of 
your character, which ſome have extoli:d, 
and others have villifed ; but as the Spaniard; 
have penetration enough to diſtinguith the co- 
lours of diſcourſe, we have given no credit 
either to your flatterers or your rebels, but 
come into your preſence with full aſiurance of 
our being a great and equitable Prince. You 


« juſtly conclude we are mortal, 3 more 


intelligent and valiant than your vaſſals. Our 
beaſts are not deer, but are of a more generous 
ſpecies, inclined to war, and aſpiring, with a 
kind of ambition, to the glory of their ma- 
ters: and as to our arms they are made by hu- 


man induftry, without the aſſiſtance of magic, 


an abominable art which we deteſt. I am 
come as Ambaſſador to your Majeſty from the 
moſt powerful Monarch on whom the fun 
ſheds his beams, at his firſt riſing. He de- 
fires to be your friend and — and 
though according to your traditions he might 
pretend to be more abſolute in theſe domini- 
nions, he makes no other uſe of his authority, 


but to promote your advantage, and to con- 
vince | 
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« yince you that you have departed from the 
« worſhip of the true Gol, to pay your adora- 
« ration to inſenſible pieces of wood, carved 
„out by your own hands, to whom you inhu- 
« manly ſacrifice your fellow creatures.” He 
wade uſe of other arguments to induce Meotez- 
wa to renounce his idolatry, and having ended 
his ſpeech, the Emperor aroſe, ſaying, ** I ac- 
« cept the friendſhip and confederacy of the 
great deſcendant of Quezalceal, but all Gods 
« are good, and yours may be ſo without of- 
« fence to mine. In the mean time repoſe your- 
« ſelves, you are in your own houſe, where 
« you ſha!l be punctually ſerved with all poſſi- 
« ble reſpect.“ He then gave orders for ſome 
Mexicans without to bring in a preſent that he 
deſigned for Cortes, and which was a very valu- 
able one, conſi ling of pieces of gold, cotton-robes, 
and other curioſities, and at the ſame time, with 
an air of chearful generoſity, he deſtributed ſome 
jewels among the Spaniards who were preſent. / 
The next day Cortes demanded an audience, 
which was immediately granted, he therefore 
dreſſed himſelf in his gayeſt apparel, without 
quitting his arms, and ſet out for the palace with 
Juan Vela/quez de Leon, Dicgo de Ordaz, Pedro 
de Alverado, and fix or ſeven favourite ſoldiers. 
The ſtreets were crouded with vaſt multitudes 
of people ; who made way to let them paſs, often 
pronouncing amidſt their accamations the word 
Teule or Ged, with which the Spaniards were 
pleaſed, from the opinion that this extraordinary 
veneration would contribute to their ſucceſs. At 
ſome diſtance appeared Motezuma's palace, a 
prodigious pile of building which had thirty 
K 2 gates 
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ates that opened to as many different ſtreets, 
he principal front took up one fide of a ſpa- 
cious ſquare, and was of red, white, and black 
jaſper, beautifully poliſhed, and in a large ſhield 
over the gate, was repreſented Motezuma's arms, 


a griffin with its wings extended, holding a ty- 


ger in its talons. When the Spaniarss ap- 
proached this entrance, the Mexicans who ac- 
companied Cortes, walked up to one fide of it, 
then retiring, formed aſemicircle that they might 
enter two a-breaſt; for it was eſteemed irreve- 
rent to enter the royal palace in a crowd. Aſter 
their having paſſed three ſquares, they reached 
Metezuma's apartments, which they admired for 
their largeneſs and furniture. The walls were 
covered with cotton hangings, interwoven with 


the furs of rabbits, and the innermoſt rooms were 


adorned with a very beautiful kind of tapeſtry, 
compoſed of feathers. 


with mats, and the roofs were of cypreſs, cedar, 


and other kinds of odoriferus woods, adorned | 


with foliages and relievos, and though the uſe 
of nails was unknown to the Mec:xicans, the 
cielings were ſo contrived, that the planks ſup- 
ported each other. In theſe ſpacious rooms 
were othcers who guarded the entrance, and at 
the door of the antichamber, were the nobility 
and magiſtrates, who received Cortes with much 
civility; but detained him till they had taken off 
their ſandals, and rich mantles, and put on others 
that made a leſs ſplendid appearance, for they 
thought it preſumptuous to appear in their richeſt 
apparel before the Emperor. AMctezuma who was 
ſtanding with all his enſigns of royalty about him, 
advanced ſome ſteps to meet Cortes, who com- 


ws 


The floors were covered 
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ing forwards with a low bow, the Emperor laid 
his hands upon his ſhoulders, gave the reſt of the 
Spaniards a (mile, aud then ſeating kimfelf, de- 
fired them to ſit, and entered into converſation 
with great freedom; a%ed ſeveral queſtions, re- 
lating to the manners and politics of the eaſtern 


countries, and made very judicious remarks upon 


the anſwers of Cris. He then mentioned, how 
much the Mexicans were obliged to the deſc-n- 
dants of their firt King, and ſeemed to rejaice 
in having the prophecy fulfilled in his reign. 
Certes turned the diſcourſe upon religion, and 
particularly exclaimed againſt human facritices 
with ſuch warmth, that Motezuma from that day 
tarniſhed diſhes of human fleſh from his table, 
though he maintained. that there was ro cruelty 
in offering to the Gods the priſoners of war, who 
were already condemned to death. 

Some days after this interview, Motexuma, 
who was til] very fond of his own religion, con- 
ducted Cortes and ſome of his principal officers, 
with father Bartholomexv, to the chief temple, in 
order to let them ſee its magniſicence; but before 
they we admitted, he cautioned them to behave 
with decency. The gates of this ſpacious edi- 
lice being opened, he himſelf explained the par- 
ticulars of their worſhip with ſuch ſolemnity. 
as excired the laughter of the Spaniards, whoſe 
rudeneſs upon this occaſion is not excuſable. 
Cortes being here tranſported by a ridiculous and 
unreaſonable zeal, cried to Motexuma, Allow 
me, Sir, to fix the Croſs of Chriſt, before 
* theſe images of the Devil, and you will fee 


* © whether they deſerve adoration or contempt.” 


Both Motezuma and the prieſts were entaged at 
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this propoſal : the former deũred them to with. 
draw and following him to the threſhold, added. 
* You may return to your houte, my friends, but 
« | ſhall tay to aſs pardon of my Gods, for hay- 
„ing ſuftered yoa to proceed fo far.” Yet not- 
with!ilarding his zeal for his religion, he was ſo 
far from thinking of tyrannizing over the con- 
f-iences of the Spaniards, that he ordered work- 
men to be ſent to aſſiſt them in fitting up a cha- 
pel, in which both he and his chieſs were fre- 
quently preſent when maſs was pertormed. 

It may here be proper to give a more particu- 
lar deſcription of the city of Afexice, which was 


divided into two parts, one, where the meaner 


ſort reũded, was called T latelulco, while the other 


approriated to the cout ard the nobility, had | 


the name of AMexice, which from thence was 

ven to the whole city, that contained 60,009 
Eirnities. This capital ſtood in a ſpacious plain, 
er compaſſed by high rocks and mountains, from 


which many rivulets falling down into the valley ; 


formed ſeveral lakes, among which there were 
two that extended about zo leagues in circum- 
ference, and were ſurrcunded by fifty towns. 
Theſe lakes had a communication with each 
other through openings left in a ſtone wall, by 
which they were divided, and over theſe open- 
ings were wooden-bridges, with ſluices on each 
ſide, by which the lower lake was ſupplied from 
the other. The water of the uppermoſt was 
freſh, while that of the lake was ſalt, which 
ſolely proceeded from the nature of the foil. 
The city of Mexico ſtood in the middle of the 
ſalt-lake, in 199. 13'. north latitude, yet it en- 
joyed a mild, and healthy climate. It ws 

joined 
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joined to the main-land by three noble cauſeways. 


The ſtreets were ſtraight and large, and had 
a oreat number of canals for the convenience 
of water-carriage, in barks and canoes of dif- 
ferent ſizes ; above 50,000 of which belonged 
to the city. All the public edifices, and houſes 
of the nobility were built of ſtone, and though 
the dwellings of the common people were mea- 
ner, and more irregular, they, as well as the 
others, were laid out in ſuch a manner, as to 
form ſeveral courts, in which their merchan- 
dize was expoſed to ſale. In the ſquare of T7 /a- 
telulco, fairs were kept on certain days of the 
year, and though this was one of the Jargeſt 
ſquares in the world, it was on ſuch occaſions 
entirely filled with tents, covered with coarſe 
cotton cloath, that afforded ſhelter both from 
the ſan and rain. They here fold by barter, 
jewels, gold chains, various utenſils made of 
ſilrer, paintings, beautiful landſkips made by a 
curious arangement of feathers, different ſorts 
of cloth, drinking cups of a kind of porcelaine, 
fruit, fiſh and all kinds of proviſions; either 
maize or cacaos ſerved as money for things of 
ſmall value. Here a houſe was appointed for 


the judges of commerce, who decided all the 


diſputes that aroſe among the merchants, and 
even employed inferior officers to maintain juſtice 
and good order in the fair. 

Their temples, as has been already obſerved, 
were ſpacious and magnificent, particularly 
that dedicated to YV:i!z/iputzli, their God of war, 
their ſupreme deity. A wall of hewn ftone 
on which was cut wreaths of ſerpents, ſurround- 
ed a large ſquare, and though the houſes of the 

prieſts 
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rieſts and their ſervants were erected round the 
inſide of this wall, there was left room ſufi- 
cient for 10,0co perſons to dance upon their 
ſolemn feſtivals. On each fide of the wall was 
a gate, over which ſtood four ſtatues of ſtone, 
repreſenting ſome inferior deities, to wit2m the 
people paid reverence as they entered. Ata 
ſmall diſtance from the principal gate was a 
place of worthip flat on the top, the four ſides 
of which were encompaſſed by trunks of trees 
with holes bored in them at equal diſtances, 
through which paſſed ſeveral bars run through 
the heads of men who had been ſacrificed. L 


the centre of the ſquare ſtood a lofty fone | 
tower, with a ſtair-caſe that conſiſted of 120 


ſteps, by which the people aſcended to the top, 
where was a flat pavement 40 feet ſquare, beau- 
afully paved with jaſper, and ſurrounded with 
a balluſtrade of a ſerpentine form. At the top 


of the ſtairs food two marble ſtatues well exe- 


cuted, ſupporting two large candleſticks of an 
extraordinary make. A little farther was 2 
green ſtone raiſed abcut three feet from the 
pavement, on which the prieſts extended the 


miſerable victim, while they opened h's breaſt 


and plucked out his heart. Beyond this ſtone 
ſtood a chapel of excellent workmanſhip, which 
fronted the ftair-caſe, and here the idol was 
placed upon a high altar, ſurrounded with cur- 
tains. This idol was in the form of a man 
fitting in a chair, ſuſtained by a blue globe, 
turniſhed with four rods, which proje& from 
che ſides, each terminating in a ſerpent's head. 
By theſe rods, the idol was carried by the prieſts 
on their ſhoulders when it was expoſed to 25 


ly HERNANDO CORTES. 195 


he view: on the head of the God waz an hel- 
met compoſed of plumes, in the form of a bird, 
with a bill and creſt of burniſhed gold. "The 
countenance of this deity was horrible, his fore- 
head and noſe being ſwathed with blue bands; 
in his right hand he held a curling ſerpent, and 
in the other, four arrows an] a ſhield, with 
five white plumes placed in the form of a croſs. 
On the left hand was another of the ſame 
ſize and form, for the idol T7/a/och, the ſup- 
poſed brother of that already deſcribed, and 
equally revered by the Mexicans, The orna- 
ments of theſe chapels were of incf.mable va- 
lue. The city of Mexico had eight temples 
built nearly in the fame manner; but thoſe: of 
a ſmaller fize, dedicated to different idols a- 
mounted to 2009, 

Matexuma had, beſides the palace in which 
he kept his court, ſeveral magnificent pleaſure- 
houſes, one of which was a noble buildin 
ſupported by pillars of jaſper. In this edifice 
he had an aviary of thoſe birds that are moſt 
remarkable on account of their ſinging or fea- 
thers, and theſe were ſo numerous, that 300 
men were laid to be employel in attending 
mem. At a ſmall diftance was another ver 
large edifice, where Meotezuma's fowlers refided 


and took care of his birds of prey, among 


which were ſome bred to the gaine, like our 
hawks, and in the ſame place were eagles of 
an extraordinary ſize, and extremely voracious. 
In the ſecond ſquare of this laſt building wer. 
kept the wild beaſts, as lions, tigers, bears and 
Mexican bulls, which are remarkably fierce 
and ftrong, and over their dens was a large 


ap L- 
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apartment, where buffoons and monſters were 
kept for the Empercr's diverſion, 

In Aer armories a great number ef 
workmen were employed in making thaſts for 
arrows, gin ing flints for the points, and in 
forming all kinds of offenfive and defenfive 
weapons. In another building the arms were 
depoſited in great order; theſe conſiſted of 
two-banced ſwords edged with flint, darts, jave- 
lins, bows, arrows, and quivers, head pieces, 
breaſt-piates, quilted jackets, and others made 
of imperctrable ſkins to cever the whole body, 
which they carried rolled up on their left ſhoul- 
ders, and put them on when they were rea- 
dy to engage. All thefe ſeveral houſes had 
ſpacious and well cultivated gardens, in which 
were a great variety of flowers and medicinal 
herbs ſet in ſquares, They were alſo adorned 
with fountains and beautiful ſummer houſes. 

But the moſt ſingular of all Meteguma's edi- 
fices was his houſe of ſorrow, to which he re- 
tired in caſe of any public calamity, or at the 
death of a favourite relation, It was well 
calculated for promoting gloomy reflections, 
for the walls, roofs, and ornaments were black, 
and no other light was admitted, but what 
proccedcd from ſome narrow openings in the 
walls, which were but juſt ſufficient to diſcover 
the gloomy objects within. 

Mctezama had alſo ſeveral pleaſant country 
retreats, and large foreſts for the chaſe of wild 
beafts, in which he greatly delighted. In 
theſe ſports a number o — K ſurrounded the 
gam e, and contracted the circle into a certain 
ſpace, where he beheld the combats of his 
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kontſmen with the wild beats, in which the 
Mexicans were equally dextcrous and daring. 

When an Emperor was elected, he was 
obliged to obtain ſome viftory over his enemies, 
before he was permitted to aſcend the throne ; 
but having thus proved himſelf qualified for 
the tak of reigning by his ſucceſs, he returned 
in triumph, and having male his public entry 
with great ſtate and ſolemnity, all the nobility, 
winifters, and prieſts, attended him to the 
temple of the God of war, where he alighted 
from his chariot, and having offered the ac- 
cullomary ſacrifice, was clotked by the electors 
in royal robes, who allo put into his right 
hand a golden ſword as an enſign of juſtice, and 
in his left a bow and arrows to fignity his 
power and command in war. Then the Cacique 
of 7ezzeuco placed a kind of gold mitre on his 
head. This ceremony being perſormed, oae 
of the moſt cloquent of the magiſtrates made 
a ſpeech, in which he congratulated him on his 
new dignity ; expatiated on the cares and 
troubles that attend a throne, and upon the 
duty of a ſovereign. The chief prie!! then ap- 
2 , tendered him an oath, by which he 

und himſelf to maintain the religion of his 
anceſtors, and the laws and cuſtoms of the Em- 
* to treat his vaſſals with lenity, and abſurd- 
y promiſed to procure ſcaſonable rains, to pre- 
vent ſterility, inundations, and the malignant 
influences of the ſun and planets. 

Motezuma had two ſorts of guards, the one 
of 200 nobles, who were obliged to attend eve- 
Ty day at the palace, to guard his perſon. This 
between two A 
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that were upon duty by turns, comprehending 
the Lords of the whole empire, who were 
obliged to come to court from the moſt diſtant 
provinces. This was a ſcheme winch Meterg- 
ma himſelf bad contrived for keeping the nobili- 
ty in dependance, and rendering Nimfelf acquaint- 
ed with their perſons, capacines, and diſpoſitions. 
His other guards were compoſed of ſoldiers, who 
filled the courts of the palace, and were poſted 
in bodies at the principal gates. oy 

Mztezima had two wives, who bore the title 
of Queens, and were the daughters of tributary 
Princes; theſe were lodged in ſeparate apart 
ments, and lived in equal fptendor. His concy- 
bines, however, who were ſelected from the 


moiſt beautiful women throughout his domini- | 


ons, exceeded 3000, and theſe when diſmiſſed, 
were married by perſons of the firſt quality; 
for they were generally rich, and thought to be 
highly honoured by their being admitted to the 
Emperor's embraces. 

Though he often eat in public, it was always 
alone. IIis table was generally furniſhed with 
above 2co diſhes of different meats, ſome of 
which were well ſeaſoned. Of theſe he choſe 
a certain number for his own uſe, and the reſt 
were divided among the nobles and his 
He fat on a little ſtool at a large low table, the 
cloths and napkins of which were of fine cotton. 
His dining-room was divided in the middle by 
a rail which kept both the crowd and his own 


domeſtics at a diſtance, without obſtructing the 


view, and within the rails he was attended by 
three or four old favourite ſervants. The diſhes 
were brought in by twenty women richly orm- 


mented, 
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mented, who ſerved up the meat, and preſented 


ing him with the cup. Ihe cloths and napl ins, as 
ere well as all the diſhes of fine earthen v, are, on their 
ant being once uſed, were diſtributed anivrg the 
TH ſervants. He ſometimes drank out of cacoa, 


ili and other ſhells, richly ſet with jewels, and he 
int- alſo uſed gold cups and falvers. He drank ſe- 
ons. veral ſorts of liquors, one of which was a kind 
who | of beer made of maize; he had other liquors 
ſted richly perfumed, and others again mixed with 
the juice of ſalutiferous herbs, After his meals 


title he took a kind of chocolate, and ſmoaked to- 
tary bacco perfumed with, liquid amber. Indeed the 
art- juice of this herb was one of the ingredients 
new 


with which the pricits intoxicated themſelves, 


the whenever they were obliged ta deliver an ora- 
84 cular anſwer. There were generally at the table 
* 


three or four buffoons who diverted the Empe- 
it); ror with their ludicrous talents, and at proper 
intervals he was entertained with muſic, com- 
poſed of pipes and inſtruments made of ſea 
ſhells, accompanied by voices, which formed 
ways ' an agreeable concert. The ſubje& of cheſe 
with ſongs was generally the memorable actions of 
+4 their Kings, and the exploits of their anceſtors. 
No They had alſo merry ſongs uſed in dancing, 
uard. 
, the 


when the voice was accompanied with two little 
drums made of hollow pieces of wood, of dif- 
ferent ſizes and ſounds ; theſe were principally 
le by uſed in a dance called Mitates practiſed at feſti- 
3 vals, in which the nobles and common people 
ns | uſed ſhouting and odd geſticulations, mingling 
5 by together without diſtizetion, and drank to each 
Jiſhes her till they grew intoxicated. | 
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Upon other occaſions the people aſſembled 
in the porches and ſquares of the temples, made 
matches for wreſtling, running races and ſhoot- 
ing at the marx. Here were alſo rope-dancers, 
who performed with ſurprizing dexterity, with. 
out the aſſiſtance of poles, and alſo great num- 
bers of people playing at ball, ncar the ſtatue 
of an idol brought out by the prieſts, as the 
ſuperintenda+t of that diverfion. In ſhort the 
people of Mexico were almoſt daily diverted 
with ſuch ſpectacles and amuſements, as were 
calculated by Mtczuma to entertain them, and 
prevent their cmploying their thoughts to his 
prejudice. 

The great revenue which enabled Neu 
to ſupport the expence of his court, and to 


keep two large armies conſtantly in the fieid, 


aroſe from the contributions levied on the ſub- 
ject, which amounted to one third of the annual 
produce of that vaſt Empire; from the falt- 


works and other taxes, eltabliſhed from time 


immemorial, and from the produce of the 
gold and filver mines. All the towns in the 
neighbourhood of Mexico provided men for the 
King's works, and fuel for the palace. The 
nobility were obliged to guard the Emperor's 
perſon, to ſerve in his armies with a certain 
number of vaſlals, and to make him preſents, 
which, though he received as gifts, they durſt 
not neglect. He had different treaſurers for all 
tae different kinds of contributions, and the 
trivunal of the crown revenue, having ſſſued out 
what was neceffary for the expence of the pa- 
laces, and for war, converted the overplus in- 
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to ingots of gold. Behdes this tribanal, there 
was a council of juſtice, which received ap- 
peals from interior courts ; a council of ſtate, 
and a council of war; judges of commerce, and 
other oficers. As they had no written laws, 
but were governed by the cuſloms and infticu- 
tions of their anceſtors, their trials were fum- 
mary and verbal; murder, theft, adultery, and 
any flight diſteſpect towards the Emperor, were 
puniſhed with death, but all other crimes were 
ealily pardoned. 

New-born infants were taken with great fo- 
lemnity to the temples, where the prieils gave 
them ſome admonitions relating io the troubles 
to which they were born. When the child 
was the ſon oi one cf the nobles, they put a 
ſxwoid into his light hand, and upon his left 
arm a ſhield, kept in the temple for that pur- 
poſe. If he was of a plebeian extraction, they 

ut mechanical inſtruments into his hands; 
= the females of both ranks were preſented 
with the ſp.ndle and diltaF. After this cere- 
mory was performed, the infant was taken to 
the altar, and his privities pricked with a thorn, 
or cut with a lancet of flint, ſo as to draw a 
few drops of blood, which was no ſooner done, 
than they were ſprinkled with water. The 
children of the plebcians were inſtrudted in 
public ſchools, and thoſe of the nobility in 
well encowed colleges, where they paſſed 
through three ſucceſſive claſſes, in the firit of 
which they were taught to read the characters 
and hierog!yphics, and to repeat the hiſtorical 
ſongs. In the ſecond, they were inſtructed in 
the rules of civility, modeſty, and a polite beha- 
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viour. And in the third, they were inured to 
robuſt exerciſes, as wreſtling, managing their 
arms ; the hardſhips of ſuffering hunger and 
thirſt, and the inclemencies the weather. 
Having acquired theſe qualifications, the y 
noblemen who were deſigned for war, were 
ſent as volunteers to the army, in order to ac- 
cuſtom them to dangers and hardſhips, where 
they were often placed among the baggage men, 
and their ſhoulders loaded with proviſions, to 
mortify their vanity, and inure their bodies to 
fatigue. After which they were obliged to give 
ſome piooſs of valour, before they could be en. 
rolled as ſoldiers. 

Their marriage ceremony was very ſimple, 
for the contract being ſettled, the parties ap- 
pe ed in the temple, when the prieſt havin 
Cx3:.1;70.: them with reſpect to their — 
paſſicn, he tied a tip of the woman's veil to 
the cornc:; of the b. idegroom's garment, and ac- 
companied tim, joined in this manner, to 
their habitation, where they went ſeven times 
round the fire, and chen fitting don to receive 
an equal ſhare of the heat, the marriage was 
compleated. The huſband then requeſted the 
bride's portion ; but was afterwards obliged to 
reſtore it, in caſe of ſeparation, which was of- 
ten effected by mutual conſent. In that caſe 
tne boys remained with the father and the girls 
went with the mother, and the marriage being 
thus diflolved, the parties were forbid to join 
again on pain of death. 

The Mexirans believed the immortality of 
the ſoul, and that it was rewarded or puniſhed 
in a future ſtate, but buried gold and ſilver with 
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the deceaſed to defray the expence of their 
journey, which they imagined to be long and 
troubleſome. Some ſervants were even lain to 
bear them company, and the wives frequently 
killed themſelves in order to accompany their 
huſbands : and when the Emperor died, all his 
houſehold officers and favourites were obliged to 
follow him to the other world. 

The Mexican year as well as ours, conſiſted 
of 365 days, but, was divided into eighteen 
months, of twenty days each, and at the end 
of the year, five days appropriated to pleaſure, 
and a ccflation from buſineſs were added to 
make it anſwer the courſe of the ſun ; they had 
alſo a kind of weeks of thirteen days, to which 
different names were given, and a much longer 
period, ſtiled ages, which conſiſted of four weeks 
of years. This large period was repreſented in 
a very fingular manner. In the centre of a 
circle divided into fifty two degrees, allowing 
a year for each, they painted the ſun, from 
whoſe rays procceded four lines of different 
colours which equally divided the circumference, 
leaving thirteen degrees to each quarter, and 
here the ſun had his proſperous or adverſe aſ- 


+ pedts, according to the colour of the line. In 


a larger circle which incloſed the other, they 
marked with their characters the chief occur- 
rences of the age, and theſe ſecular annals 
were conſidered as public inſtruments that ſer- 
ved for proofs of hiſtorical facts. 
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CHAT. IX. 


Cortes receives a wery alarming Letter from Ven 
Cruz, in Cenſeguence of which he makes Mote. 
zuma his Priſoner, and fume time after lad 
him with Fetters. The Spamiards build h 


Ships upen the Lake. A Cirſpiracy formed a- 


gainſt them ; but diſcovered 6 Motezuma, an 
the principal Condu#or funijhe!., Motezuma 


belares Charles Vth. Arg of Spain his Su. 
ce/or ; and offers to become Tri utary to tha 


Prince, to ich he gains the Conſent of the | 
States, a1” confirms it by great Prejents. ft | 
avhich he infijis uten Cortcs's kaving Mexico, | 


euro is infermed of the Arrival of a Fitet ſau 


againſl lim by Velaſquez. 


HE Mexicans ſeemed to vie with each 


other, in expreſting their regard for the | 
Shantaras, They were daily entertained with 


{ome new diverſion, at which Meotezuma 2 


cd in perſon, a condeſcenſion that inſpired the 
people with a higher reverence and eſleem for 


theſe ſirangers. He appeared particularly fond 


of Cortes, ſpending great part of his time with 


him. and contracted an acquaintance with his 
captains, to whom he frequently made preſents, 


in which he diſtinguiſhed the merit of each with 


great diſcernment. Thus the Spaniards enjoyed 


an egrecable repoſe ; but were at length a- 
armed by a letter from Vera Cruz, brought by 


two Tlaſculan ſoldiers, who had diſguiſed theme | 


ſelves 
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ſelves ſo as to appear like Mexicans, and had 

© 00 entered the city unperceive 
This letter intotmed Cortes, that ſome of the 
Indians in alliance with the Spaniards complained 


Ven to Juan de Eſcalante that Quaiprpoca, one of 
Mote. Mate xuma's generals, had aſſembled a great bo- 
lach! dy of forces upon the frontiers of Zempoalla, 
4 Hut where they levied contributions with great cru- 
ved a- elty. Upon which E#a/ante ſent to deſire the 
a, and Mexican general to ſuſpend hoſtil:ties till further 
Zuma orders ſhould come from Mexico, where the 
's Suc- Staniards, the allies of thoſe people, were en- 
o tha tertained by Mitezuma with great hoſpitality. 
of the | But Lualprpcca icnding a very infolent anſwer, 
Afte | Eſcalante was ſo provoked, that he marched 
Exico, | againſt him at the head of forty Spaniards, and 
et ſeat 2000 Jud aus, and coming to an engagement, 


he put the Mexicans to flight, and notwithſtand- 
ing his being almoſt intirely abandoned by his 


1 each Indian allies, purſued them to the next town, 
for the | where he attacked them with ſuch reſolution, 
| with that he entircly routed and diſlodged them. 
b This victory however coft the Spamards very 
2d the dear, for Juan de E/calante was moitally wound- 
mfor| ed, fix of the foldiers alſo received ſeveral 
y fond wounds, and Juan de Arguillo, a man of extra- 
e with ordinary ſtature, was carried off alive. In this 
1th his letter the council of Vera Cruz deſired Cortes to 
eſents, appoint them a new governor, and to give di- 
h with rections relating to their affairs. 
njoyed Cortes being greatly concerned at the loſs of 
th al- Juan de Eſcalante, he communicated the letter 


zht by to his captains ; deſired that each of them 
| would give his opinion freely at their next 
mecting, and the following morning _ for 
me 
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ſome of the moſt ſenſible Indians in his army, 
when having aſked them, if they had lately 
perceived any change in the behaviour or diſ- 
courſe: of the Mexicans, they informed him, that 
the nobles appeared penſive and myſterious ; 
that they had heard ſome of the people talk of 
breaking down the cauſeway, and that there 
was a report that a Spaniard's head had been 
preſented to Metezuma, who viewed it with 
aſtoniſhment on account of its largeneſs, and 
the fierceneſs of its aſpect, and immediately or- 
dered it to be concealed. 

From theſe circumttances, and particularly that 
of the head, which Cortes ſuppoſed belonged to 
Arguillo, he immediately concluded, that the 
Aſexicans were reſolved on his deſtruction, and 
that Motexuma himſelf had concerted the ruin of 
the Spaniards ; he therefore immediately aſſem- 
bled his council, compoſed of the captains and 
ſome favourite ſoldiers, and having told them 
the hints he had received from the radians, 
aſked their advice. Some propoſed, that they 
ſhould retire privately in the night : others that 
they ſhould obtain a paſſport from Matexuma, 
and then retire publickly, and march to the 
relief of Jera Cruz: but the greateſt part 
were of opinion, that they ſhould continue 
at Mexico without ſeeming to know what had 
paſſed at Vera Cruz, till they could find a 
proper opportunity for retreating with ſafety. 
However none of theſe ſchemes were approved 
by Cortes, who repreſented, that the project of 
retreating by ſtealth was equally dangerous and 
diſgraceful, ſince it would lower them in the 
eſteem of their allies, who might deſert them 

as 
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as daſtardly fugitives, and perhaps recommend 
themſelves to Motezuma's favour, by joining his 
forces in order to cut off their retreat. He ob- 
ſerved that nothing could fink them lower in the 
opinion of the Mexicans than their demanding 
a paſſport, to retire from a city, which they 
had entered in ſpite of all oppoſition, and that 
if the Emperor really ſought their deſtruction, 
he would grant them a ſafe conduct with a view 
of depriving them of all apprehenſions, and 
attacking them when it was leaſt expected; and 
as to their ſtaying at Mexico, he thought that 
would be highly imprudent without taking 
ſome reſolute itep for their ſafety. He there- 
fore propoſed their ſeizing Motezuma, convey - 
ing him to their own quarters, and detaining 
him there as an hoſtage for the ſincerity of his 
people. Such a bold action he alledged would 
fill the Mexicans with conſternation, and ſo raiſe 
the character of the Spaniards, that they would 
never dream of combining againſt him for the 
future, eſpecially when they were ſenſible that 
he had diſcovered the tranſactions at Vera Crux, 
which they would imagine had been communi- 
cated by ſome ſupernacural intelligence. This 
daring propoſal he ſupported with all his elo- 
quence, and with ſuch ſucceſs, that it was una- 

mmouſly applauded. | 
Cortes having choſen the hour, when the Spa- 
mards were accuſtomed to wait upon Motezuma, 
for the execution of this bold project, ordered 
his people to arm themſelves in their quarters, 
Privately to ſaddle thcir horſes, and to wait 
without noiſe for farther inſtructions. He then 
occupied all the avenues to the palace, with 
| ſmall 
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ſmall ſcattered detachments, and directing thirty 
choice men to follow him at a diſtance, went 
thither attended by four of his Captains, who, 
as they uſually carried their arms with them, 
their doing ſo now occaſioned no ſuſpicions, 
Motezuma, according to cuſtom, came out of his 
apartment to receive the viſit, and his ſervants 
retired, as uſual, to another part of the palace, 
when Cortes, with an air of ieſentment, com- 
plained of the AM-xicar General, for attacking 
his confederates in violation of a peace under 
which they thought themſelves ſecure ; for mur- 
dering a Spaniard in cold blood, and endeavour- 
ing to vindicate his perfidious conduct, by de- 
claring that he acted in obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty's commands. 

On hearing this charge, Mo!rzuma chan 
colour, but denicd it with marks of confuſion, 
when Cortes pretending to believe him innocent 
replied, that after ſuch a declaration made by 
his General, neither the Spariards nor his own 
ſubjects would be undeceived, unleſs he took 
ſome extraordinary ſtep to efface the impreſſion 
made by ſuch a calumny. That he was there- 


fore come to beg, he would without any diſturb- 


ance repair with him to the Span quarters, 
where he ſhould be treated with all the rever- 
ence and reſpect due to his Majeſty, till his 


character ſhould be vindicated to the ſatisfaction 


of all mankind, Mtexuma, amazed and in- 
cenſed at the boldneſs of this requeſt, replied, 
that Princes of his rank were not accuſtomed 
to go tamely to priſon, nor would his ſubjects 
permit his ſo far forgetting his duty, as to 
ſtoop to ſo baſe a compliance. DE 


[ 
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Cortes made uſe of other arguments, he ſtill 
refuſed to leave his palace, but being ſenhble 
of his danger, offered to ſend immediately for 
9Lalp;pora, and to deliver him with all his of- 
kcers into Cortes's hands, and in the mean time 


to give him two of his own ſons as hoſtages 


for the performance of his pramiſe. Cortes, 
kowever, was not ſatisfied with theſe expedients, 
and his Captains appreherding that the delay 
might be dangerous, began to grow clamorous, 
and among others, Jaan Feia/quez de Leon, 
called aloud, fince he will not hear reaſon let 
vs ſeize him by force, or kill him on the ſpot. 
The Emperor hearing this uttered in an angry 
tone, defired to know what he ſaid, when Ma- 
rina, to whom he addreſſed himſelf, earneſtly 
exhorted him, as his own va{lal and ſubject, to 
comply without heſitation, in order to preſerve 
his life, which had ſuch an effect, that he in- 
ſtantly roſe from his ſeat, and faid to Cortes, 
« ] truſt myſclt in your hands, let us go to 
« your quarters, for ſo the Gods have decreed.” 
He then ordercd his ſervants to get ready his 
equipage, told his minifter that he had reſolved 
to paſs ſome days in the Hani quarters, and 
ordered the Captain of his guard to march 
with a body of troops and take :2:a/popoca and 
his officers priſoners, that they might iuffer for 
having invaded Zempronlia. 1 
Mctezuma having given theſe directions, which 
Marina explained to Cortes ud his officers, he 
left the palace with his uſu + attendants ; the 
Spaniards, on pretence nf rei marching cloſe 
by his chariot, whici, as wual, was carried 
on the ſhoulders of his nobles, - However a re- 
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port was inſtantly ſpread, that the ſtrangers had 
ſeized the Emperor's perſon, when the ftreets 
were ſuddenly filled with crowds of people, 
who rent the air with their cries, threw them. 
ſelves on the ground, ſhedding floods of tears 
for their unhappy Prince, and a general inſur- 
rection would have certainly followed, had 
not Aeotezuma, with a ferene countenance com- 
manded filence, and aſſured the populace that 
he was going of his own accord to ſpend a 
few days with his friends the Spaniards. On 
his reaching their quarters he ordered his guards 
to diſperſe the populace, and his miniſters to 
make it known, that the leaſt tumult or diſturb- 
ance, ſhould be puniſhed with death. He then 
behaved in a very courteous manrer to the 
Span iſb ſoldiers who came out to ieccive him, 
and having choſen an apartment, at ſome diſ- 
tance from thoſe in the poſſeſſion of the Spani- 
ard;, it was inſtantly furniſhed for his reception. 
Cortes immediatcly doubled the guards, poſted 
centinels at all the avenues, and, under the pre- 
tence of keeping his Majeſty from being crowd- 
ed, reſtricted the miniſters and courtiers that 
waited upon Metezuma to a certain number. 
Mean u hile he preſerved all the formalities of 
decorum, and treated the Emperor with his 
uſual reſpect, while that Prince appeared chear- 
ful and in good humour, and ſeemed perfectly 
pleaſed with his ſituation. He ftill exerciſed 
all the functions of royalty, held councils, 
granted audiences, and with the ſame freedom 
as uſual, regulated both the civil ard mulitary 
government of his kingdom. His table was 
ſupplied from the palacę in a moſt plentiful 
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manner, in order that the Spaniards might 
feaſt on the ſuper fluity, and he conſtantly Ent 
ſome delicatcs to Cres and his Captains, 
each of whom he could call by their names. 
While he occaſionally converſed with them, he 
ſtudied their tempers, and without deſcending 
beneath the dignity of his character, ſeaſoned 
his diſcourie wich pleiſantry. All the time in 
which he was not employed in buſineſs, he 

fſed among them, and ſometimes he played 
with Cortes ac Te/cloque, a game which conſiſted 
of tipping down {mall pins of gold, with little 
balls of the ſame metal, and a+ they playcd for 
jewels and trinkets, the Emperor diſtributed 
his winnings among the $7..2:0r./., and Cates 
ſhared his good fortune among A rgxuwma's in- 
ſerior officero. 

While things were in this fituation, the Cap- 
tain of the guard returned with Yunlpopoce. 
his fon, and fiiteen of the nobles, who had 
been concerned in killing the Spariard ; they 
had ſurrendered themſelves at the ſight of the 
royal ſignet, and now arrived in about twenty 
days is the beginning of Aetezuma's con- 
fnement. Many great men went out to meet 


| them, and their General was brought in upon 
men's ſhoulders, when Qualfeoca appearing 


before the Emperor, the latter upbraided him for 
having killed the Spaniard, and delivered him 
and the other officers into the hands of Cortes, 
to whom they confeſſed themſelves guilty of 
having violated the peace of their own accord, 
and of their having ordered Arguillo to be put 
to death, till finding that the Spar; General 

Vor. II. M reſolved 
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reſolved to take away their lives, they laid the 
whole blame upon the Emperor, whoſe orders 
they had obeyed, Cor/es, however, treated this 
as a malicious aſperſion, brought them to a 
formal tryal, in which the Sfanriards were both 
the judges and accuſers, and crucily ſentenced 
them to be burned alive. 

To deter Meotezuma from endeavouring to 
prevent the execution of this ſentence, the 
General reſolved on taking another ſurprizing 
fliep. He went into that Prince's preſence, ac. 
companied by Marina, and three or four Cap- 
tains, with a common folcicr carrying fetten, 
and having ſaluted the Emperor with his uſual 
reſpect, aſſumed a peremptory look, and in a 
loud voice told him, that 2ualpopoca and his 
officers had acknowledged the crimes for which 
they were condemned to death, but as they 
tended they had done nothing without his | & wa 
it was neceflary that he ſhould fuffer ſome per- 
ſonal mortification. He then, with an air of 
authority, commanded the ſoldier to ſhackle 
Matezuma, and then leaving him, gave orders 
to the guards to prevent his having any com- 
munication with his miniſters, 

Motezuma's aſtoniſhment at being treated in 
this ignominious manner, was ſo great, that he 
had neither power to refiſt, nor ſpeech to com- 
plain, while his ſervants, without uttering 3 
word, threw themſelves at his feet, and, with 
ſigns of the deepeſt affliction, ſupported the 
weight of his fetters, to prevent their hurti 
his legs. However when he firſt recovered from 
his amazement, he flew into a tranſport of 
rage ; 
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> but foon recovering himfelt collected his 
fortitude, and believing lis life ja danger, 
waited his fete with dipmity and reſignation. 
In the mean tinte Cortes vidercd the Mexican 
General, with k15 fon and the rcſt of the oScers, 
to be conducted under à firong prard of „a- 
zardi, to a Jarye ſqunte, wiicre iu the preſence 
of an innumerable concourie of people, their 
hands and fect were bound, after which they 
were placed on a large pile oi broken bows 
and arrows, and fire being {et to it, they were 
ſoon burned, to the ama ement of all the ſpec- 
tators, who, without making the leaſt diſturb- 
ance, were ſtruck with awe and admiration. 
Cortes then returned to Motezuma's apartment, 
and telling him with a ſmile, that the traytors 
who had preſumed to blemiſh his Majeity's cha- 
rater, had now received their juſt puniſhment, he 
ſtooped down, and with his own hands took off 
the fetters. Ihe Emperor reccived his liberty 
with a tumultuous joy, embraced Cortes ſeveray 
times, and ſiiting both of them down rogetherl 
entered into amicable converſation, during which 
the Span; General let him know, that as the 
cauſe of his detention was now removed, he 
might return to his palace whenever he pleaſ- 
ed. This was however no more than a poli- 
tical offer, which he knew he would not em- 
brace 3 for Marina had been ordered to infale 
into him a firm belief, that if he quitted the 
Spaniſh quarters, before Cartes departure, he 
would ſuffer greatly in his reputation, as ſoon 
as it ſhould be known that he received his li- 
berty from the hand of another. He therefore 
ined the offer, and made a merit of his ſtay 
M 2 by 
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by ſaying, that on his return to his palace, his 
nobility and miniſters would preſs him to take 
up arms, in order to obtain ſatis faction for the 
injury he had undergone, and therefore, out 
of regard to the Spaniards, he would remain 
where he was. 

From this time the Emperor ſcemed perfectly 
ſatisficd with his fituation, and at length had 
ſuch confidence in Cortes, that he repreſented 
to him the expediency of allowing him to viſit 
ſome of his temples, that his ſubjects might no 
longer look upon him as a priſoner, which 
Cortes readily granted, upon condition that hu. 
man ſacrifices ſhould be aboliſhed. His fiſt 
excurſion. was to the principal temple, which 
he entered with his uſual pomp and attendance, 
and his appearance was celebrated with the 
Joyful acclamations of the people, among whom 
he diſtributed his bounty with ancommon li- 
berality, From this time he went abroad as 
often as he pleaſed, ſometimes to the palace of 
his wives, and at others to his pleaſure houſes, 
where he enjoyed his former amuſements, but 
never without mentioning it to Cortes, who ge- 
nerally attended him in his parties of diverſion, 
and ſeemed ſo highly to engrois his favour, 
that the nobles who had any petition to offer 


to the Emperor, conſtantly ſollicited the Gene- 


ral's intereſt, which always proved ſucceſsful. 
But notwithſtanding this ſeeming tranquillity, 
the broken expreſſions overheard by the Tlaſcu- 
lans, about breaking the cauteways, and remov- 
ing the bridges, had made ſuch a deep impreſſion 
upon Cortes mind, that he reſolved to make 
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himſelf matter of the lake, by building two 
brigantines upon it. 

Filled with this ide, he raiſed , uma”; 
curiofity, by deſcribing the manner of failing 
with the wind, which was cntuely unknown 
to the Mexicans, aud obtained his permiſſion to 
build two veilels for his Majeſty's amuſement, 
and the inflrudion of his ſabjects. He then or- 
dered the nails, cordage, canvas, and other 
tickle, belonging to the Spanih ſhips that had 
been ſunk, to be brought from Vera Cruz, and 
ſome builders who had enliſted as ſoldiers, were 
immediately ſet at work, with many of the 
Mexican carpenters, who followed their duecti- 
ons, ſo that in a ſhort time the brigantines were 
compleated, and Mitexuma reſolved to embark 
with the Spaniards, in order to have a nearer 
view of this ſtrange kind of navigation. Great 
preparations were made for this uncommon 
tpeftacle ; a prodigious number of canoes be- 
longing to the Emperor and others, were finely 
decorated and manned with the moſt expert 
rowers. The Mexicans firmly believing that 
their boats would exceed the brigantines in 
iwiftneſs : However a breeze no ſooner ſprung 
up, than theſe veſſels unfurled their fails, and 
ſoon left the canoes at a great diſtance, to the 
great amazement of the /xdians, who could 
form no idea of the European manner of ſteer- 
ing and working ſuch floating-houſes, and they 
expreſsly declared, that by means of theſe won- 
derful machines, they believed the Spaniards 
could perfectly command the elements of wind 
and water. The aſtoniſhment of Matezuma was 
Wipled with joy, and he beheld the victory 

M 3 | with 
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with the higheſt delight, though it was obtained 
over his own ſubjects. 

The Emperor now became daily more at- 
tached to Cortes, while the latter laid hold of 
this opportunity, to deſire his afliſtance in ac- 
compliſhing various things he had in view: 
the firlt of which was the knowledge of the gold 
mines ; their ſituation ; how they were wrought, 
and what quantity of that precious metal was 
brought from them. Miez ma gave him very 
clear and diſtinct anſwers to all thoſe inquiries, 
and for his further ſatisfaction, allowed ſuch of 
his people as he could truſt, to go to the mines, 
both within and without his dominions. Cortes 
being alſo deſirous of having a mup of the coaſt 
of the Mx Empire, in order to be the better 
able to fix upon ſome port, to which ſupplies 
might be ſent him, the Emperor ordered his 
painters to draw an exact repreſcntation of ail 
his territories, with all the bays, harbours and 
creeks upon the coaſt. 

Some S/ aniſb hiſtorians ſay, that at this time, 
when ſuch real harmony ought to have pre- 
vailed between the Spariards and Iudians, Cor- 
tes's ſoldiers reſolved to demoliſh all the idols of 
Mexico, and to convert the principal tem ple into 
a church; that the Prieſts took up arms, 
and the whole city roſe in defence of their 
Gods; but after a long conteſt, maintained 
without bloodſhed, the Mexican, agreed, 
that a part of the temples ſhould be convert- 
ed into a Chriſtlan chapel, and this even the 
adolatrous Prieſts themſelves took great pains 
to clear and adorn; after which an altar was 
erected, with the croſs of Chrift, and the image K 
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the Virgin ur; but that at length the Mexican; 
wanting rain, came in a tumultuous n. anner to 
Cortes, and complained that their Gods had re- 
fuſed to reiicih the carth, on account of their 
having introduced ſtrange deities into their tem- 
ples, when, to appente this diſorder, he pronif- 
ed, that they ſhoul! have a plentiful ſhower, 
which, it is pretended, actually ſell in a few 
hours, to the great admiration of A eu 
and his ſubjects. But it is very improbable, that 
Cortes ſhould tufter his ſoldiers to engage in fo 
raſh an enterprize, that could not tail of exuf- 
perating the winds of the J-aans, ard indeed 
the whole ory plainly appears to be o a fe- 
tion, deſigned to raiſe the charater of Crs, 
by having a miracle wrought in his favour, 
While the S General continued to en;ov 

Mote uma favour, a plot was formed, whici 
neither the Emperor nor C:rtes could ſorc ie. 
Cacumaxin, the Emperer's own nephew, Who 
was Cacique of Jexuco, being a young man of 
great vivacity, art and ambition, under the pre- 
tence of delivering AMotezuma, entertained de- 
ſigns of aſcending the throne of Mexico, cither 
by occaſioning an immediate revolution, or by 
obtaining it by the favour of the people at the 
next election. In order to which he privately 
K to the nobles and people, the diſgrace 
of being under ſubjection to an handful of 


| firangers Who dared to confine his uncle Mate- 


uma; the audacious behaviour of Cortes, who 
had ated as a ſupreme magiltrate in the midit 
of Mexico, and had even by a moſt ignominious 
execution put an Indian General to death; that 
it was high tae to ſtand up for their religion, 

Geir 
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their liberty, their honour, and their King, 
before the flrangers had fſuccour: from their 
own country, from 7, and other purts; and 
therefore propoled, that they fiiculd take arms, 
and ſuddenly attack the S/arnards in their 
quarters. But the Cacique of Mtuleinge who 
was likewite Matiæum nephew, and caſily pe- 
netratsd into Cacumaxiu's deſigns, which inter- 
fercd with his own pretenſions, oppoſed the exe. 
cution of this ſcheme, inſiſting that ſome ſteps 
ſhould firſt be taken, to ſecure the Emperor's 
perſon, which would be in the greateſt danger 
trom ſuch an attack, and fiud:ng his expedient 
rejected by the aſſembly, as impracticable, re- 
ſolved to inform Meru of the conſpiracy, 
though he ſeemed to att in concert with the 
council, who actually appointed the day in 
which the enterprize was to be executed. Me- 
texuma was no ſooner informed of this plot, 
than he went to communicate the particulars to 
Certes, who by means of his ſpies, was already 
informed of the whole. He however returned 
the Emperor thanks for his information, and 
begged to be allowed to march out with the 
Spaniards, to chaſtize Cacumazin,  Motezuma 
urged ſeveral good arguments againſt this pro- 
poſal, deſired the General to leave the puniſh- 
ment of the offender to his care, and ſoon took 
ſuch meaſures, that his nephew was ſeized and 
brought priſoner to Mexico, where he was cloſe- 
ly confined. At this very time Cacumazin had 
a brother in Mexico, who was a youth of great 
courage, whom Motezuma had taken into his 
protection; but a few days before he had nar- 
rowly eſcaped a ſnare which Cacumazin, in 
a le: a... 009 
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conſequence of ſome domeilic jealouſi-s, had 
laid for his life. Upor. this occaſion Cortes 
diſuaded the Emperor from putting a Prince 
of the blood to death by a public execution; 
but adviſed him to deprive Cacumazin of his 
rank and dominions, and to beſtow them on 
his brother, who deſcrved that mark of indul- 

AMotexuma was greatly pleaſed with this 
advice, which he inflantly communicated to his 
conpcil, v ho applauded it as equally juſt and 
merciful, and tl. is manner of chaſtizing without 
blood iheò, beirg admired by the whole Em- 
pire, had ſuch an effect on the reſt of the 
conſpirators, that they diſbanded their troops, 
and had recourſe to the clemency of the Em- 


peror, whoſe pardon they obtained through the 


interceſſion of Cortes. 

But though M-/ezuma appeared ſo well ſatiſ- 
fed with Cortes, he was far from being pleaſed 
at the Spaniards ſtaying ſo long in his capital, 
and feveral mortifying reflections rankled at his 
heart, and diſturbed his repoſe ; for he could 
not compare his former fituation with what 
he had ſuffered nom the Spaniards, and his 
preſent depeu de: e. without having very 
burabling thought. He here, however, proved 
himſelf fo great a polit)-;zm, that he entirely 
concealed the diſpoſition of his mind, and when 
he actually propoſed to Corte th ſcheme he had 
formed to get ri © = 24s ſo far from 
conceiving it in that jigint, that he thought it 
the higheſt act of favour he had ever conterred 
upon him. He took a proper opportunity to 
inform him, that he was now prepared to make 
a voluntary acknowledgment of the vaſlalage he 

owed 
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owed to the King of Stain, as the ſucceſſor cf 
Buezalical ; that he would convoke a general 
alicmbly of his nobles for that ow and 
as a ma k of that vaſlalage, would preſent the 
moſt valuable jewels of his treaſury ro the Spa- 
1 Monarch, and did not doubt but all his 
Caciques would follow his example. Cortes 
returned him thanks for his liverality, without 
appearing ſurprized at his propoſal, and in- 
wardly rcjoiced at the proſpect of being able 
to give his ſovereign ſuch an important earneſt 
of the wealth he might one day reap from this 
acquiſition. 

Motezuma, agreeably to his promi, diſpateh- 
ed courtiers to convene all the Caciques of kis 
Empire, according to a cuſtom practiſed on 
important occaſions. 'They came with equal 
ſplendor and expedition, and the council was 
aſſembled in the King's apartment, in «he 
preſence of Cortes and his Captains. The 
Emperor began with a ſtudied ſpeech, in which 
he reminded them of the obligations they were 
under to him as their ſovereign and bene ſactor, 
and having aſſured them, that he had both 
conſulted and obtained the approbation of the 
Gods, with reſpe& to the cauſe of their meeting, 
repeated the ſtory and prophecy of Que, 
deelared that the King of Spain was the deicend- 
ant of that mighty Prince, and conſequently the 
lawful ſovereign of the Mexican Empire, to whom 


both he and they were bound to pay obedience, 


as a mark of which he had ſelected for an of- 
fering to the King of Span the molt precious 
jewels of his treaſury, and he did not doubt but 
they would follow his example. 

Motezuma 
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Mteruma was unable to pronounce this ſpeech 
without intcrruption, he fighed from time to 
time, and on his owning himſelf the vaffal of 
another Prince, the tears tickled down his 
cheeks; and he was unable to proceed. Cortes 
then ariſing, declared that it was not his ſove- 
reign's inteution to diſpoſſeſs Mate uma, or to 
occaſion the leaſt innovation in bis government, 
and that he only required them to ſettle his 
rights to the ſucceſſion in favour of bis deſcend- 
ants, at which Motezuma reſuming freſh covrage, 
fniſhed his ſpeech. The whole aſſembly were 
amazed, and {truck dumb at a propoſal that ap- 
peared ſo inconſiſtent with the dignity and known 
character of the Emperor, and confidering it as 
extorted by compulſion, they groaned bitter- 
ly; gave the ſtrongeſt marks of anxiety and 
perturbation of mind, and with an emphatic 
filence looked at each other. Art lengih the 
prime miniſter, who was well acquainted with 
bis Prince's diſpoſition, took upon himſelf to 
anſwer, in the name of the whole aſſembly, 
and aſſured Motezuma, that as all the nobles eſ- 
teemed him their natural Lord and ſovereign, 
they would chearfully obey whatever he thought 
proper to propoſe, and follow his Majeſty's 
example to the utmoſt of their power. The 
whole aſſembly expreſſed their aſſent to this de- 
daration, when Cortes by means of his interpre- 
ter, made an artful ſpeech, in which he return- 
ed thanks to Mate xuma and all preſent, for this 
proof of their reſpect, which he accepted in the 
name of his King. It is probable that Mote- 
du; ſole intention in this tranſaction, was to 
forward 
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forward the deparure of his gucf+, without the 


leaſt deſign of fulkiling the terms of this ſub- | 
miſſion for the future. However from that day, 
Charles V. was acknowledged, and believed by 
the people to be the lawful tovercign of the Mex:. 
can Empire, and their homage, according to the 
cuſtom of the country, was authenticated by a 
public inſtrument. 

The Emperor, having concluded this affair 
to his own ſatis faction ieſolved immediately to 
recover that liberty and independence ſor which 
he had ſo long fighed in ſecret, and ſpeedily 
delivered to Cortes the preleut he had q rovided, 


' 


conſiſting of curioſities in goid, in the ſhape of 
birds, fiſhes, and four- footed beaſts, and many 
precious tones, particularly a number of a ſort 
eſtee ned by the Mica above all others, 
which in colour rciciuwvled emeralds, and many 
beautiful pictures. forme of variegated feathers, 
In ſhort the whole ſcemed the ranſom of a 

Prince, who thought hc could not pur. 
chaſe his liberty at tco high a price, and the li- 
berality of the nobles was ſuch as might be ex- 


pected from wealthy Chiefs, who vied wich 
each other in loyalty and oſtentation. Cortes 
choſe a receiver and treaſurer, who were di- 
rected to take an exact account of what was 
received, and in a few days, excluſive of jewels 
and pieces of curious worknanthip, they had 
amaſſed as much gold a- ven melted down, 
amounted to 600,000 pe in bars, out of 
which treaſure, one fifth part was ſet aſide for 
the King, and a fifth of th. remainder for Cortes, 
and to defray the expence of providing _ 
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faries for the army: another part was allotted 
to reimburſe Diego Velaſquez, and Cortes's friends 
in the iſland of Caba, and the remainder was 
divided amongſt the officers and ſoldiers, in- 
cluding thoſe that were at Vera Cruz. All who 
were in the ſame poſts had equal ſhares, but 
among the private men thoſe were beſt reward- 
ed, who had moſt diſtinguiſhed themſelves. This 
however produced loud complaints, which were 
ſoon filenced by Cortes ſatisfying the malecon- 
tents from his own fhare. 

Motezuma 8 thus acknowledged his ſub- 
jection to Spain, ſent for Cortes, and with an 
air of greater dignity than uſual, told him, 
that as his buſineſs was now diſpatched, he 
ought to think of departing, ſince his ſtaying any 
longer would be attributed to finiſter motives, 
nor.could he longer afford him ſupport when he 
had not reaſon on his ſide. This intimation, and 
the manner in which it was delivered, were fo 
unc xpected, that Cortes was ſome time before he 
could recollect himſelf, ſo as to make a proper 
reply. He now perceived the deſign of convok- 
ing the aſſembly, and ſuſpected that Dotezuma 
had privately aſſembled ſome forces in order to 
back this propoſal, and therefore ſent one of 
the Spaniards who was with him to order his 
foldiers to take to their arms, and in the mean 
while excuſcd his embarraſſment at ſeeing his 
Majeſty more moved than uſual, aſſuring him 
that he was ſo far from 1 to delay his 
departure, that he came on purpoſe to deſire his 
permiſſion to build ſome veſſels to carry the 
Spaniards to their own country, as his * 
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well knew they had loſt their ſhips, in which 
they had failed to that coaſt. 

It is ſaid that the Emperor had provided 

0,000 men to ſupport his determination ; but it 
15 certain that he was very defirous of avoiding a 
rupture wich Cortes, and waseven under ſome ap- 
prehenſions with reſpect to the anſwer he might 
receive ; but he no ſooner heard this artful re- 
ply, than be embraced him with fingular marks 
of affection, and having now loſt his fears, told 
him with great complacency, that he did not in- 
tend to haſten his Jeparture before he was pro- 
vided for the voyage, and that he ſhould be 
ſpecdily furniſhed with every thing he wantcd. 
He accordingly gave orders for aſſembling all 
the carpenters in the country to cut wood, aud 
to work under the direction of the Spaniards. 
Cortes ſeemed in equal haſte to be gone, and 
diſpatched his builders to /era Cruz, in order to 
colle& the remainder of the iron-work, riggin 
and fails of the veſicls which had been ſunk, 
but at the ſame time ſent private directions to 
Martin Lopez his Maiter-builder, to proceed flow- 
ly, and prolong the work as much as poſlible, 
without incurring the ſuſpicion of the Mexicans; 
his real deſign being to preſerve his footing at 
Mexico till the return of his commiſſaries from 
Spain; for he expected that they would bring 
with them both a ſupply of troops, and di- 
rections for his future conduct. 

He thus for the preſent quieted the minds of 
Matex ma and his ſubjects; but a very few 
days produced an extraordinary alteration in 
bis affairs. The Emperor received * 


922 


„ HERNANDO CORTES. 13; 


that eighteen ſhips had appeared upon the coaſt 
of Pilleca, and by the paintings made for his 
Majeſty's information, theſe ſhips ſeemed to be 
manned with Spaniards, a circumſtance which 
naturally alarmed the whole Empire, and re- 
vived the ſuſpicions that had been entertained 
of Cortes, to whom Meotczuma immediately com- 
municated this intelligence, letting him know 
at the ſame time, that it muſt now be unneceflary 
for him to proceed in building ſhips: fince he 
might embark in thoſe ſent from his own coun- 
. Cortes examined the paintings, and was 
convinced of their being Spaniſh veſſels; but 
ſuppoſing that they were ſent to him from Spain 
with a ſupply of troops and ammunition, an- 
ſwered with great compoſure, that he would im- 
mediately embark, if they were going to re- 
turn to any of the King of Spain dominions ; 
but that it would be imprudent to deſiſt from 
building, till he ſhould be informed of the par- 
ticulars by a meflenger from Zempoalla, whom 
he every moment expected. But a few days 
after this converfation, Cortes received a letter 
from Gonzalo de Sandoval, by which he was in- 
formed that this fleet contained 800 men, and 
was ſent by Diego Velaſquez to oppoſe him and 
his deſigns in Mexico. He reecived this mortify- 
ing account, while he was in converſation with 
Motezuma, and was obliged to make uſe of 
all his prudence and reſolution to conceal the 
emotions he felt upon this dccafion, from the 
obſervation of that Prince. He however ſuc- 
ceeded in his endeavours, and retired in order 
to deliberate upon this unexpected event. But it 
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is here neceſſary to mention the reception Corte?; 
commiſſaries found at the court of Spain, and 
the cauſes that prompted Fela/quez to fit out 
fuch a fleet againſt him, which will be the ſub. 
ject of the following chapter. 


Gnaden 


. 


The Proceedings of the Commiſſaries ſent by Cortes 
to the Court of Spain, and the Riſe of the Se. 
cond Expedition formed by Diego Velaſquez for 
the Deflruftion of Cortes. The Monks of S.. 
Geronimo endeawour in wain to make Velaſquez 
abandon his Project. The Fleet ſails under the 
Command of Pamphilo de Narvaez, arrives at 
Vera Cruz, but is oppoſed by the Governor. 
Cortes endeavours to come to Terms of Accom- 


modation with the other Army, but without 


Succeſs, and ſets out upon his March again 


Narvaez. 


T has been already obſerved that Cortes and 

the council of Vera Cruz, ſent Alonzo Her- 
nandez. Portocarrers and Franciſco de Montqjs, 
with letters for the King of Spain, together with 
the firſt tribute ſent from New Spain. Theſe 
gentlemen, contrary to the orders they had receiv- 
ed, touched at the iſland of Cuba, in order that 
Franciſco de Montejs might have the pleaſure of 
viſiting his family and relations who reſided near 
the Havannah, and at ſo great a diſtance from 
Velaſquez, that they flatrered themſelves they 
ran no riſk, either fram his vigilance or reſent- 
| | ment, 
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ment. This ſtep however brought them into 
great danger, for Diz:go I elaſjuet. ſuppoling that 
Cortes would fend ſome of his ſhips to Sr. Do- 
ming”, to ſollicit ſuccours of the religious gover- 
nors, bad placed ſpies along the coaſt, who in- 
forming him of what had happened at Mente 
houſe, he immediately diſpatched two light 
reſſels well manned, w:th orders to take the ſhip, 
and every perſon on board, and Aortejc, in 
conſequence of the firſt notice he had received 
of this advice, had no ſooner embarked, than 
he was obliged to fail through the gulph of 
Frida, which was hitherto unattempted, as the 
only means of eſcape. 

This ſhip however had a very proſperous 
voyage ; but arrived at Sewil/e at a very unfor- 
tunate conjuncture; for the chaplain Benito Mar- 
tin, who had been ſent by Velaſquez to ſolicit 
the commiſſion of King's Lieutenant, had ob- 
tained his ſuit ; ſent the commiſſion to Cuba, 
and was then waiting at Seile for a ſhip, in or- 
der to return thither himſelf, This man repre- 
ſented Cortes as a pirate, who had clandeſtinely 
failed with ſeveral veſſels which belonged to Je- 
laſſuex, and in conſequence of his complaint, 
the directors of trade, ordered the ſhip and car- 
go to be ſeized ; but as a great favour permitted 
the two Captains, with the pilot ſent by Cortes, 
to apply to the King ſor redreſs, They accord- 
ingly ſet out for Barcelona, but there found that 
his Majeſty was at C:runna, where he was pre- 
paring to paſs over into Flanders, in order to 
accept of the imperial crown. They therefore 
ſet out for that city, and in their way viſited 
Martin Cortes, who, 2 equal pleaſure and ſur- 
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prize, heard of the glory and ſucceſs of his ſon, 
whoſe death he hid long deplored, and per- 
ſuaded him to accompany them to the Emperor, 
in hopes that his character and grey hairs would 
give «a ſanction to their ſolicitations, T 
had the good fortune to overtake the Count at 
Tordefillacs, juſt as Cortes preſents arrived, with 
the Indions of the New Conquelt from Seville, 
for theſe being upon the Emperor's own ac- 
count, they durſt not detain. His Majeſty 
gave them a very gracious reception, and was 
extremely ſurprized at their account of this new 
diſcovered Empire, and in ſeveral conterences 
with them enqu:1red minutely into every particu- 
lar relating to the conqueſt, While the [tion 
and the preſents that were before him. gave, as 
it were, ſanction to all the onder ſul things 
they related. But as he was then on his depar- 
ture to Ccrmany, he referred Cortes's letters and 
ſol:citations to Cardinal Adrian, and the coun- 
eil, to which he had communicated the manage- 
ment of affairs during his abſence, defiring that 
they would find out tome method of doing jul- 
tice to Ve/a/quez?s pretenfions, and at the ſame 
time to encourage Cortes, But the preſident of 
this council being YVelaſqucz's friend, repreſent- 
ed Cortes as a rebel, upon whom they could have 
no dependence. They however did not think 
proper to give him an immediate cauſe of diſ- 
content, though they reſolved not to ſend him 
any part of the ſupplies he had earneſtly re- 
queſted, and all that the deputies could obtain, 
was a ſmall ſhare of what they had brought 
for their own ſubfiſtence ; after which they for 
wo 


| Fe.aſquez de Ayllon to perſuade Diego to deſiſt 
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two whole years attended the court without the 
eaſt ſucceſs. 

In the mean time Diego Velaſquez received his 
commiſſion of King's Lieutenant, not only of 
Cuba, but of all the countries that ſhould be diſ- 
covered and conquered by his means, which, 
together with his being aſſured of the protection 
of the Biſhop of Burgos, Preſident of the I- 
dies, enabled him to gratify his ambition and 
reſentment : whence he reſolved to puniſh 
Cortes as a rebel and deſerter, and to appropri- 
ate to himſelf the honour of conquering the 
Mexican Empire. With theſe views he expend- 
ed the greateſt part of his fortune, in equipping 
a ſquadron, which conſiſted of 800 Spaniſh in- 
fantry, 80 horſe, 12 pieces of cannon, and a 
large quantity of proviſions, arms and ammuni- 
tion. The command of this ſquadron he be- 
towed upon Pamphilo de Narvacz, a man of 
diſtinction and capacity; but vain, haughty, 
ard opinionated, and to this perſon he gave 
the title of his Lieutenant, with private inſtruc- 
tions to apprehend Cortes, and ſend him over to 
Cuba in irons, together with his principal offi- 
cers, in caſc they refuſed to abandon his intereſts. 
After which he was to take poſſeſſion, in the 
name of /e/a/quez, of all the countries that had 
been conquered, as being within his juriſdiftion, 

While theſe preparations were making, the 
Monks of St. Geronimo, who preſided over the 
royal audience at Sr. Domingo, and whoſe juriſ- 
diction extended over the other iſlands, were 
informed of his deſigns, and foreſeeing the ill 
conſequences that might attend them, feat Lucas 


from 
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from his enterprize, and in caſe his arguments 
failed, to command him, under great penalties, 
to deſiſt from undertaking what might impede 
C:rtes's meatures. 

This Miniſter arriving in the iſland of Cuba 
when the fleet was juſt ready to fail, uſed ali 
his elocution ard influence to divert Velaſquer, 
from his purpoſe, and among other arguments, 
repreſented the miſchief that might be done to 
the intereſt of Spain, ſhould the Indiant be wit- 
neſs of a civil war among their conquerors, and 
exhorted him to leave his complaint to the ex- 
amination of the royal chamber, which would 
not fail of doing him juſtice : but Yelaſquer be- 
ing deaf to all his remonſtrances, and elevated 
by the title he had acquired, to the greateſt de- 
gree of pride and inſolence, De Ay1/on cauſed his 
orders and proteſt to be notified by a ſcrivener, 
and then diſſembling his reſentment, defired to 
be allowed to gratify his curioſity, by accom- 
panying the expedition. This requeſt was im- 
mediately granted, and De Ayllon embarked, in 
hopes of being able to act as mediator between 
Narvacæ and Cortes, and thus prevent the ill 
conſequences that might ariſe from Yelaſquerz's 
reſentment. With the ſame view Andres de Duero, 
the Secretary of Yela/quez, who had befriended 
Cortes in the beginning of his fortune, engaged 
in the expedition, and the ſquadron ſailing with 
a favourable wind, ſoon came to an anchor in 
the port of Lua. 

Narwaex on his arrival on the coaſt of Mexico, 
ſent ſome ſoldiers on ſhore for intelligence, who 
ſoon returned with two or three Spaniard; whom 
they found ſtraggling about, and from theſe be 
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received an account of every thing that had hap- 

d at Vera Cruz and Mexico. Narvaez, upon 
receiving this intelligence, reſolved to ende avour 
0 obtain the fortreſs of Vera Crus oy treaty, 
and therefore ſent a clergyman, named Juan 
Ruis de Guevara, with three ſoldiers and a public 
notary to Gonzals de Sand:xval, in order to per- 
ſuade him to give up N Cruz, and to join the 
army with his garriſon. 

Gonzals being informed by his centinels of 
their coming, was prepared for their reception: 
but could i1carcely reſtrain himſelf within the 
bounds of moderation, when Guevara delivered 
his meſſage, and let him know that Nar var 
was come to ſend Cirtes in chains to Cuba ; he 
therefore anſwered with great warmth, that he 
could not believe that Narva g, whom he took 
to be a good ſubject, would attempt to interrupt 
Cortes in a conqueſt that would be of ſich ad- 
vantage to Spain ; but would rather join him 
with all his forces, in order to bring ſuch 2 
noble ſcheme to perfection. However if he was 
really reſolved to offer violence to Cortes, he 
might be aſſured that the garriſon of Vera Cruz 
would make all the oppoiuion in their power. 
The prieſt being very pafhovate, was fo pro- 
voked at this unexpeRed repulſe, that he threat- 
ned Cor tes and all his adherents, whom he up- 
braided as felens and traitors, and then ordered 
the notary to do his office, in publiſhing that all 
the Spaniard; in Vera Cruz ſhould obey Narwars 
on pain of death. 

Sandoval attempted to perſuade this indiſcreet 
eccleſiaſtic, that ſuch violence was equally un- 
juſt and indecent in a perſon of his profeſſion ; 

p but 
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but finding that all bis z;gunents were vain, he 
4 at length aſſumed a peremprory air, and told 


the notary, that ſhould he preſume to publiſh 
any orders that did not come from the King, he 
would give directions for his being hanged im- 
mediatelvy, He even cauted the priclt and his 
attendants to be apprebended, and ſent to inform 
Cortes of the ſteps he had taxen. He then ſum- 
moned Ii.» tan allies to aſſiſt him, in caſe he 
ſhould be attacked; put his ſortreſs in the beſt 
order poſſible, and like an able and vigilant 
commander, made all the neceſſary diſpoſitions 
for ſuſtaining a fiege. 

Cortes ves under the greateſt anxiety on his 
beirg informed of theſe tranſactions, he being 
very ſenſible of the dangerous fituation he was 
in, with reſpec to the Mexicans and to Narcaex, 
who were equally his enemies, and yet in the 
preſence of Meotez:ma, he wore an air of tran- 
quillity, telling him that thoſe who had newly 
arrived, were come with a ſccond embaſly to 
fupport the propoſitions he had already made, 
and, according to the cuſtom of his country, had 
brought an army along with them ; but that he 
would prevail upon them to return, and as his 
Majeſty's generoſity had left nothing either for 
4 him or them to deſire, he would go along with 
þ | them. 
4 Cortes's uneaſineſs was however very far from 
rendering him inactive, he reſolved, if poſſible, 
to bring about a reconciliation with Narwaez ; 
but leſt tnat ſhould not ſucceed, prepared with 
the greateſt diligence for war. He gave private 
inftrue;:ons, to three cr ſour of his ſoldiers, who 
were permitted to viſit the mines of Chinantla, 
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to pe ſuade the Caciques of that country, tolevy 
2000 ſoldiers for his ſervice, for they were a 
warlike people, and had already privately of- 
fered him their friendſhip. Heat the lame time 
purchaſed of them zo lances made of a very 
tough wood, armed with points of tempered 
copper, and diſtibuted them among his ſoldiers, 
boyonets being not then invented, to preſerve 
them from Narva korie, which gave him 
great apprehenſions. 
While Cortes was taking theſe prudent ſteps, 
Pedro de Solis arrived from Vera Crus with the 
priſoners ſent by Gonzalo de Sandoval, who had 
been carried in chairs on the ſhoulders of the In- 
dians. When Cortes being informed of their 
coming, went out to receive them with a greater 
number of attendants than ordinary. He in- 
ſtantly cauſed their fetters to be taken off, em- 
braced them with great appearances of cordiality, 
and was particularly civil to father Guevara, tel- 
ling him, that he would chaſtize Gonzalo de Sau- 
dual for his ſhewing fo litile regard to his per- 
ſon and character. He then conducted him to 
his own apartment, complimented him with a 
place at his table, and more than once intimated 
that he felt the greatell ſatisfaction at the arrival 
of Narvaex, with whom he had formerly Ivcd 
in the moſt intimate friend ſhip. He took him 
to Motczuma, and made him a witneſs of the 
favours he received from that great Emperor, and 
of the profound reſpett with which he was treated 
by the Mexican Princes, and greatly allayed the 
violence of his temper, by making him a pre- 
ſent of ſome valuable jewels. His companions 
al had a ſhare in his bounty, and then without 
Cropping 
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dropping the leaſt hint of his being defirous of 
their emp Yoying their good offices with Narwaez, 
towards an accommodation, he in four days after 
their arrival, ſuffered them to return, when 
warmly engaged in his intereſt. 

Cortes, aitcr having diſmiſſed them in this 
courteous manner, aliowed fome time for his wiſe 
and politic behaviour to produce the defired 
effect, and then ſent friar Bartholemeww de Olmeds 
with letters for Narva de Ayllon, and the ſecre- 
tary Andres de Duero, and at the ſame time fur- 
niſhed him with a ſtock of jewels, with orders 
to diſtribute them according to his own ſagacity 
and penetration. In his letter to Narwacs he 
welcomed him to the Mexican coalt, gave him 
an account of the conquett ; deſcribed the war- 
like genius of the Indians, with the power and 
orandcur of Mate uma; expatiated on the ill 
conſequences that would infallibly attend a miſ- 
underſtanding among the Spaniard; ; reminded 
him of his duty to the King, and the friendſhip 
which had formerly ſubſiſted between them: 
defired to know his orders, which if they were 
from his Majefty, he promiſed to obey, even 
though he was commanded to deſiſt from the 
enterprize in which he had ſo far ſuccecded, ard 
intimated the miſchief that would be produced, 
with reſpect to the King's intereſt, if he only 
intended to proſecute the unjuit reſentment of 
Velaſquez, whom he had not only reſolved to in- 
demnify for the expence of equipping the ſhips 
with which he had arrived; but alſo to give a 
Mare in the glory and advantage of his ſucceſs, 
and concluded with telling Narvcex, * 
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did not uſe arguments for want of ftrength, and 
that he knew how to maintain his own rights. 

Narvacz had fixed his quarters at Zempealla, 
where he was received with great hoſpitality by 
the fat Cacique, who at firſt imagined, that he 
was come in order to aſſiſt his friend Certes; but 
he was ſoon undeceived, for though Narvaez 
had no interpreters, his actions ſpoke but too 
plainly. He treated the Zempoallans in the moſt 
opprefiive and imperious manner, ſeized the fur- 
niture and jewels which Cortes had left in his own 
houſe, and his ſoldiers were ſuffercd to commit 
every act of rapine and violence. 

Guevara, on his return to Mexico, waited 
upon him, and expatiated on the magnificence 
of that city, the kind reception he had met with 
from Cortes, the aitoniſhing degree of favour, 
he was in with Meteauma. and his great deſire to 
live in friendſhip with Narwvaez, when that im- 
perious officer interrupting him, bid him return 
to Cortes, by whoſe a-tifices he had been cajoled. 
and then, with the moſt ſhocking marks of rude- 
neſs and diſreſpeR, thruſt him from his preſence. 
But though the prieſt was repulſed by Narwaez, he 
and his companions made a t impreſſion on 
the minds of the ſoldiers, to whom they extolled 
Cortes in ſuch a manner, as not only made them 
defire an accommodation with that General ; but 
inſpired them with a diſlike to their own Com- 
mander. 

Olnedo ſoon followed Guewara, and delivered 
Certes's letter to Narva; but could ſcarce pre- 
vail upon him to peruſe the contents, which he 
however ſuperficially ſkimmed over, out of com- 
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pliment to the function of the bearer. It way 
in vain that the friar made 2 very eloquent and 
pathetic ſpeec!t, on the neceſiity of their acting 
in concert, in order to promote the advantage 
of Stain, and the fatal eſiocts that wou'd amerd 
their animoſity; Noroart replicd with indecent 
heat, that the principal defign of his comin 
was to chaſtiſe Cortes as a refellicus ſubject: 
that he would inftantly ſet a price upon his head, 
and proclaim all his adherents traitors, and that 
he had force ſuſſicie nt to wreſt the conquelt from 
his hands, without having the Ica!t occaſion to 
conſalt tc accomplices and abettors of his re- 
bellion. The triar, however, Fill preſerved his 
temper, and let him know that, before he ar- 
rived at Mexico, he would he obliged to fight 
lus wiy through intire prov:iuces of warlike I. 
Cans, Who were the friends and confederate; 
of Corte:. That his Sfazrards were reſolved to 
die by his fide, and that his cauſe would be ſup- 
ported by Metezuma, a prince who had ſuch 
power, that for every ſingle ſoldier Nervazz had 
under his command, he was able to raite a nu- 
merous army. 

Olmedo having taken his leave, viſited e Ayi- 
/or, and the ſecretary Anares dr Duro, who pro- 
miſed to exert all their power and influence in 
producing an accommodation. He then min- 
gled with the Captains and ſoldiers of his ac- 
quaintance, explained the nature of his embaſly, 
repreſented the neceſſity of reconciling the two 
Commanders, diſtributed the jewels and other 
curioſities he brought with him with great judg- 


ment, and in ſhort would ſoon have formed a 
ſtrong 


Way 

and 
ning 
tage 
gerd 
"cent 
ning 
ject: 
iead, 
that 
from 
On to 
s re- 
d his 
e ar- 
fight 
e In- 
eratcs 
ed to 
ſup- 

ſuch 
x had 


a nu- 


e Hi 
o pro- 
ce IN 

min- 
is ac- 
1baſſy, 
je two 
other 
judg- 
med a 
ſtrong 


ty HERNANDO CORTES. 147 


rong party in favour of Cortes, had not Ner- 
vacz, who had been informed of his proceed- 
ings, ordered him to be brought betore him, 
reviled him as being a mutinous and feditious 
traitor, and obliged him to depart immediately 
from Lemy 74 {la . 

The licentiate Lacas Vaſquez de All at this 
inſtant entered the room, aud propoted that be- 
fore de Oln2f was ditmiticd, the officers thould 
be aſſembled, in order to deliberate upon a pro- 
per anſwer to be ſeat to Cortes. But this pro- 
poſal was rejected by Narvaez with great in- 
dignation ; and, in order to prevent any forther 
diſpute, he ordered war to be declared againſt 
Cortes, as a rebel and traitor, aſſigned a conſi- 
derable re ard to any who ſhould take him dead 
or alive, and commanded the army to prepare 
for a march. De Avl/sn, exaſperated at this in- 
ſtance of violence and irregularity, ordered the 
ener to deſiſt, and commanded Nar vac not to 
fhr a foot from Zempcalia on pain of death, cr to 
employ the forces without the unanimous conſent 
of the whole army. Upon which Narwvaez or- 
dercd him to be apprehended; ſent on board a 
veſſel, and inſtantly tranſported to Cuba. At the 
Game time de Oſmnedo ſet out on his return to 
Mexico, while the principal officers in Narwvaez's 
army were ſhocked at his inſolence, and the in- 
terior ſoldiers loudly murmured at his conduct. 

De Olmeds on his arrival at Mexice, informed 
Cortes of the implacability and intemperate be- 
haviour of Narwaez; but encouraged him by 
mentioning the diſpoſition of the ſoldiers, upon 
waich he immediately reſolved to take advan- 

O 2 tage 
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tage of this favourable circumſtance, and the 
Spaniards at Mexico were no ſooner informed of 
his having taken this reſolution, than they ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt zeal and impatience to be in 
act on, for notwithſtanding the inequality of num- 
bers, they had ſuch conſidence in the valour, abi- 
lity, and diſcretion of their General, that they 
thought it almoſt impoſſible for them not to con- 
quer, when under his command. 

Cortes was unwilling to damp their alacrity by 
any unneceſſary delay, and therefore repaired to 
Mate uma's apartment, in order to acquaint him 
with his intended march ; but was not a little 
jurprized, at hearing that Prince begin the dif. 
courſe, and at his ſaying that ke had from different 
parts r*< ed information that the Span; Ge- 
neral at Z-mpcnl/a was come with very ill deſigns 
againſt him and his followers, and though he 
did not wonder that the two chiefs ſhould be at 
enmity from ſome private animoſity, he could 
not help thinking, that as they were the vaſſals 
of one prince, and headed armies of contrary 
factions, one of them muſt neceſſarily be a rebel 
to his Sovereign. Cortes was ſomewhat ſtartled 
at this declaration; but immediately availed 
himſelf of that preſence of mind, which never 
foriook him in his greateſt emergencies, and re- 
plied without heſitation, that the accounts re- 
ceived by his Majefty were undoubtedly true, 
and he was come to lay the ſame intelligence 
before him; but that Narwaez was not to be 
conſidered as a rebel, but rather as a perſon who 
preceeded upon wrong principles through miſ- 
take, for he was come as licutenant or ſubſtitute 
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from a miſinformed governor, who reſided in a 
remote province, and was therefore unacquainted 
with the laſt reſolutions of the court of Spain, 
and really imagined that the embaſſy to the Em- 
r of Mexico was an affair that belonged to 
33 but that all this miſunderſtandin 
would vaniſh as ſoon as he ſhould lay his dit 
tches before that lieutenant. He had there- 
fore reſolved immediately to march with part of 
his forces to Zempoalla, in order to diſpoſe them 
to return on board their ſhips, and that he ſhould 
ſoon coavince them, that they ought to reſpect 
the ſubjects of the Mexicau empire as a people 
under the King of Spain's protection. 

M:tczuma was much pleaſed with the proſpect 
of getting rid of iuch diſagreeable viſitors, of 
whoſe exactions and acts of oppreſſion he was 
particularly informed; but imagining that Cortes 
"_ be expoſed to ſome danger by attemptin 
to bring them to reaſon, he offered to furni 
him with an army that ſhould be entirely under 
his command, and repeated this offer with ſuch 
earneſtneſo, that Cortes was fully convinced of 
his fincerity, though he declined accepting it, 
with many expreſſions of acknowledgment, from 
his having but little confidence in the attachment 
of the Mexican ſoldiers to his intereſt. 

Cortes reſolved upon leaving fourſcore Spa- 
niards in Mexico, under the command of Pedro 
de Alverado, an excellent officer, who by his en - 
Paging behaviour had already acquired great 

are of Motezuma's friendſhip. He gave him 
directions relating to his ——_ with reſpect to 
the Emperor, and the ſoldiers were ordered to 
O 3 obey 
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obey their captain, and ferve Metizuma with 
the greateſt reſpect. Theſe precautions bein 

taken, Cortes diſpatched a meſlenger to Cr 
de Sandoval, with orders to intruit the con ſede- 
rate Indians with the fortreſs of Va Crux, and 
to march out with the Spariar; to meet him at 
a certain place of rendezvous. He then havin 

taken care to obtain the neceſſary ſupplies of pro- 
viſions on the road, and procured a body of An. 
aiars to carry the baggage, ſet out on his march, 
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Cortes firding it imprſſiol- to bring Narvaez to 
crete any Terms of Accemmedation ; attack 
im and his Army; obtains a complete I ictery, 
and prevaiis on the Soldiers to enter into bis 
Serice. 


HE Sfanmiards marched with the chear- 
fulneſs and circumſpection of veterans, 
inured to the hardſhips and dangers of war. 
They took the road to Cholula, at which city 
they met with an hoſpitable reception, and pro- 
ceeding towards Tlaſcula, found, at half a league's 
diſtance from that city, a ſplendid appearance 
of tke nobility and the whole ſenate, who re- 
ceived their viſit with great demonſtrations of 
joy aud reſpe&. After ſtaying there a ſhorttime, 
they marched to Mataleguita, a town of Indian 
friends, where they were joined by Gonzalo de San- 


deval and his troops, with ſeven ſoldiers — 
ar- 
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Narvarz's army, by whom he was informed of 
every thing that had paſſed in the enemy's quar- 
ters before they deſerted. He had alto intelli- 

ace of a freſher date from two ſoldiers who 
ad gone from Vera Cruz to Zempoalla in the 
diſguiſe of Iudiaus carrying baſkets of fruit, which 
they exchanged with the Spaniards for glaſs beads, 
and other toys, and fo d«xtcroufly aſiumed the 
fimplicity of the natives, that they were per- 
mitted to range without the leaſt ſuſpicion, thro” 
every part of the quarters; they even ventured 
to repeat this viſit, and as a proof of the care- 
kineſs with which Narvacz cauſed the watch 
to be kept, took from the very parade a horſe 
belonging to a Captaa who was one of Cortes's 
mo{t bitter enemies. 

In order to gain time till the arrival of the In- 
dians from Chinantl:, Cortes ſent de Olnedo a ſe- 
cond time with propoſals for an accommodation; 
but he meeting with no ſucceſs, Juan Velaſquez 


e Leen was ſent to uſe his influence with Nar- 


vaez, from the hopes that his being related to 
Diegs d Vilaſguiz would render his mediation the 
more acceptable. - Narwaez had indeed written 
to this officer to exhort him to eſpouſe his kinſ- 
man's cauſe, and to offer him a very advan- 
tageous poſt in his army: but this letter Juan 
had delivered to Cortes, with proteſtations that 
he would die by his ſide, rather than deſert his 
colours, and his behaviour upon this occaſion 
was an additional motive for ſending him upon 

this negociation. 
On his approaching Zempoalla, Narwaez came 
with a grand retinue to meet him, ſuppoſing that he 
Was 
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was come to join him; but had ſoon the mort. 
fication to id himſelf miſtaken. He however uſed 
many arguments to detach him from Cortes, and to 
render him an eye witneſs of his ſuperior ſtrength, 
coramanced the whole army to be reviewed be- 
fore him. The next day he invited him to din- 
ner, together with thoſe of his own officers, on 
whom he placed the greateſt confidence, that 
they might aſfiſt in perſuading him to join their 
1 In the beginning of the converſation, 
e was treated with great civility and reſpeR, 
but in the midſl of their feſtivity ſome {ſarcaſtic 
reflections were thrown out against Crrris, and 
tho* Juan de Velaſquez, to avoĩ i prejudicing the 
buſineſs in which he was employ. d, diſſemblid 
his relentment, yet the abute thrown upon Cortes 
became ſo groſs and indecent. that Nu being 
unable to reftrain his indignation, cried with ſome 
warmth, that if any man in that company, who 
did not eſteem Hernando Cortes and all his followers, 
as loyal ſubjeRs to the King of Spar, would let 
him know his ſentiments before fewer witneſſes, 
he would undeceive him in what manner ſoever 
he pleaſed. Narwacæ was diſconcerted v/ith this 
declaration; but a young officer ct the name and 
family of Velaſ ue, replied, that no man was 
worthy of bearing that name, who attempted to 
vindicate a traitor. At this reproach, Juan 
gave him the lie, and drew his ſwore, in order 
to puniſh him for his inſolence, when the com- 
pany interpoſed, but found it very difficult to 
revent miſchief. However, Vela/quez was at 
length prevailed upon to ſheath his ſword, wher 
abruptly 


| 
| 
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abruptly leaving the company, he immediately 
returned toCortes, breathing defiance and revenge. 

This incident — on, ſuch murmurs among 
the officers and ſoldiers, that Narwacz, in or- 
der to put a ſtop to their clamours, was oblig- 
ed to ſend a perſon to Cortes, to apologize for 
what had happened to Juan de Velaſquez, and to 
learn the ſubſlance of his commiſhon, which he 
had not fully explained. For this purpoſe he 
ſent the ſecretary Andres de Duero, who met 
Cortes on his march to an advantageous poſt, which 
he intended to occupy till the arrival of the 
Chinantlars. Diers and Cortes embraced each 
other like two intimate friends who hac met 
after a long ſeparation, and all the officers re- 
ceived the ſtranger with joy and reſpect. But 
before they proceeded to buſineſs, Certes made 
him a preſent of ſome valuable jewels. He 
was entertained with great magnihcence and 
hoſpitality, and ſtaid ll the next day, to con- 
ſult about meaſures for preventing a rupture, 
which he was ſenſible would be highly prejudi- 
tial to the intereſt of Spain. Cortes upon this 
occaſion ſhewed the greateſt moderation, and 
even propoſed to relinquiſh the Mexican con- 
queſt to his compe titor, while he and his fol- 
lowers ſhould engage in ſome other expedition. 
Andres de Duero being ſtruck with this inſtance 


ol his modeſty and ſelf-denial, propoſed an in- 


terview with Narvacx, to which Cortes imme- 
Gately agreeing, the Secretary returned to Zen- 
» Where he alſo obtained the conſent of 
Narvaez. But after the time and place were 
appointed where they were to meet with only 10 
inends on each fide, Corres received private advice 
from 
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from Ducro, that Nga, had roflved th lav an 
ambuſcade for his life, which being confirmed by 
others, he wrote to his treacherous eneni to let 
him know, that he was acquainted with his de- 
ſigns, and to reproach him with his baſcneſs. 
aving thus given vent to his indignation, he 
continued his march, and took his ation within 
a league of Zemponiia, where his front was 
defended by a river, and his rear by the neigh- 
bourhood of Jer Cruz. Having poſted proper 
centnels, and detached a rutber of ſcouts, he 
quarteted his people in ſome cottages, where 
they were ſhcitered from the ſua, and allowed 
to take their repoſe. 

Narwvarz being informed of this diſpoſition, 
drew up his army, cauſed war to be declared. 
at the head of his troops, with the offer of a 
reward of 2c pieces of eight to any perſon 
„ho ſhould bring him Correr's head, and alſo 
ſet a price upon the lives of Gonzalo ve Sande va 
and Juan Velaſquez de Leen. lie then marched 
to an open field at about a quarter of a league's 
diltance, vainly hoping that Cœrtes would leave 
his advantageous ſituation, to engage an enemy, 
who had three times as many men as him- 
ſelf. 

In the evening the weather ſuddenly grew 
dark and cloudy, and ſuch a quantity of ran 
fell, that the ſoldiers were inſtantly wet to the 
ſkin, and their arms rendered uſeleſs, when 
they curſed the author of their expedition, and 
with loud clamours inſiſted upon returning to 
their quarters. With this requeſt Narwaez was 
obliged to comply, and never imagining a 
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Cortes would paſs the river in ſuch a night, re- 
treated in great diſorder to Zompoalia ;, and in- 
iending to take the field again early in the 
morning, lodged his troops in the principal 
temple of the city, which was built upon an 
emipence, that had an aſcent of many 1ll- 
contrived ſleps, which rendered it very difficult 
of acceſs, on the top of which he planted his 
artillery. Ile bxed his head quarters in the mid- 
le tower, whither he retired with ſome ohcers 
and about 159 foldiers, on whom he placed the 
greateſt conadence: the reſt of the army was 
Glhributcd in the other towers; ſome hories were 
ſer to patrole in the neizhbourhoo of the town, 
and c-ntiae's placed in the avenues. 

Mean while Adres de Duero ſend one of his 
men to appriz2 Cerzes of their retreat, and the 
manuer in which they were diſpoſed, merely 
with the view of his patiag the night without 
ay apprehenfions of being attacked in his 
varters: but Cortes no ſooner received this in- 

mation, than he reſolved to take advantage 
of this favourable opportunity Notwithſtand- 
ing the eontinuance of the tempeit, he aſſem- 
bled his people without delay, and they having 
palied the river with the water above their mid- 
Ge, he made a ſhort ſpecch, mentioning the 
manner in which the enemy were quirtered, 


| their careleſſneſs and ſecurity: the eaſe with 


which they might be attacked and routed in the 
before they could have time to be drawn 

wp in their defence: and then expatiated on the 
inſolence and treachery of Narvarz, and the 
jitce of hls own cauſe, His ſoldiers being 
thus 
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thus fired with reſentment, called aloud to be | 


led to the enemy. 

Cortes inſtantly formed his troops into three 
ſmall battalions, the firſt of which was under 
the command of Gonzalo de Sandoval: The ſe. 
cond was led by Chrifteval de Oled, and Cortes 
in perſon took the command of the reſt. Gznzah 
had orders to begin the attack by mounting the 
ſteps, and preventing all communication between 
the towers; Chriftowal was to aſſault the tower 
in which Narwvaez lodged, while Cortes with his 
men reſolved to ſupport both attacks as occa- 
fion ſhould require. Orders were given that the 
drums ſhould beat and the trumpets ſound as 
ſoon as the action begun, with a view of in- 
creaſing the terror and confuſion of the enemy, | 
and the moſt profound ſilence being in the mean 
while recommended, they began their march at 
a very flow pace to prevent their being fatigued 
before the action begun, and to allow the ene- | 
my time to be lulled in ſleep and ſecurity. But 
they had ſcarcely procceded half a league when 
their ſcouts returned with a centinel whom they 
had ſurprized, though his companion found 
means to efcape among the buſhes. This ac- 
cident occaſioned a ſhort conſultation among 
the officers, who unanimouſly pony 0 that 
if the ſoldier ſhould diſcover them he would 
take a circuit to the town to avoid danger, and | 
therefore by haſtening their march they * 
probably reach Zempealla as ſoon as he, and at 
leaſt ſhould have the advantage of attacking 
the enemy in the diſorder of their firſt 2 
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They theretore left their houies, baggage and 
other incumbrances by the fide of a little brook, 
near the read, and puſhed forward with all 
poſſible haſte. But notwithſtanding this, the 
centinel winged by fear, had arrived a few 
minutes before them, crying aloud, the enem 
is upon us; but being inſtantly carried before 
Narvaex, he lighted his intelligence, and thought 
it impoſſible that Cor tes ſhould venture to march 
in ſuch a dark tempeſtuous night, or preſume to 
attack him with ſuch an handtul of men. 

A little after midnight Cortes reached Zemps- 
alla without being diſcovered by the enemy's 
cavalry, and not only entered the town, but 
came in ſight of the temple without finding 


| any guards, or being challenged by one centi- 


nel. This happened at the very inftant when 
the ſoldier was telling Narwvaocz that Cortes was 
marching towards the place with his whole ar- 
my: But though he was diſbelieved by that 
obHnate commander, his ſoldiers had taken to 
their arms, and were in ſome degree prepared 
for their deſence. Cortes ſoon perceiving that 
he was difcoverzd and had no time to loſe, 
degan the attack, by ordering Gonzalo de San- 
dal to mount the fleps, when thoſe who were 
upon guard with the artillery fred two or three 


; Pieces, and their report was inſtantly ſucceed- 


ed with the noiſe of the drums, trumpets, and 
the confuſe i cries of the ſoldiers, who flew to the 
defence of the ſteps. The diſpute ſoon came to 
the pike and the ſword, and Sandoval was hard 
preſſed in his attempt to force his way in ſpite 
of the diſadvantage of the ground, and the 

Vor. II. | ſuperiority 
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ſaperiority of numbers; but De Ole ſoon came 
to his rcl;cf, and Cots quitting the rear threw 
himfeit frrord in hand into the hotteſt of the en- 
gagement, with fuch impetuoſity that nothing 
could withſtand him, fo that in a few moments 
the enemy gave Mn anc fron retreated in 
diforder, after having avanucned the artillery, 
ſome fixing to their quarters, while others 
repatzed to the gate of the principal tower 
where the diſpute wis renewed, and for ſome 
time continued with great obſtinacy. 

Nager having put on bis armour, ex- 
erted his utmoſt endearouis to rally his ſcatter- 
ed troops, and with preat retolution ruſhed in- 
to the nick of the battlu, where his eye being 
thruſt out with a pie, he feli down crying, [ 
em a dal man. Ibis compleated the confuſion 
of his folciers, ſome of whom abandoned him, 
while others flood as if they had been thunder- 
ſtruck, and others again, ſought with ſuch diſ- 
order, that they were ealily routed, and their 
general taken priſoner. An end was now put 
to the diſpute; for the enemy ſhut themſelves up 
in the towe::, Mhile the followers of Cores 
having nobody to oppoſe them, proclaimed their 
victory with loud acclamations, Which ſerved to 
heighten the apprehenſions of the vanquiſhed, 
whoſe terror was likewiſe augmented by the 
ſight of numerous lights in the country, which, 
though ſolely produced from 2 kind of glow- 


worms, they ridiculouſly imagined were an ar- 


my of arquebuſiers with lighted matches, and 
their diſordered imaginations made them ſup- 


poſe 


ex- 
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ſe that theſe were the auxil:arics of Cores 
marching to his atuitance. 

Certes at length putting a ſtop to the ſhouts of 
the people, cauſed the arti!l:;y to be turned 
againſt the towers, ani prociumed a general 
pardon for thui* who would ſurrender, with 
advantageous Commons to luch as would enter 
into his ſervice, and free liberty to thofe who 
were de ſirous of returning t (ua. This flep 
being taken in the fnrſt tumult of their fear, 
was attended with great ſucceis; for tlic terms 
were no fooner propoied at the three towers, 
than both odicers and toldiers came in whole 
companics to ſurrender, when Cortes received 
them with the greateitt kindneſs, though he 
cauſed them to be divided, and put under a 
proper guard till the light ſhould give him an 
opportunity of d1/covering who they were. He 
then went to vifit Aarvaez, That gentler an 
having been committed to the care of Sandoval, 
had his wound already drefied, and ſceing him 
enter the apartment, ciied, 7hank God, Ca; tain 
Cortes, fer your /ucce/s, in making me your priſon- 
er. Thanks be 19 God for all things, friend Nar- 
vaez, he returned, but vanity apart, I lock upen 
this victory, and your impriſonment, among the leaſt 
confiderable attic: s thut have been performed in 
this country. 

Cortes being now informed that one of the 
towers commanded by Saivarierra and Diego 
Velaſquez the younger, reſuſed to ſurrender, he 
ordered two pieces of artillery to be planted 
againſt it; but the defendants called for quar- 
ters at the very firſt diſcharge, when Juan de Ve- 
2 la uex 


— 
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laſquez de Leon entered with a ſmall body, and 
ſeized Diego and Salvati:rra, who were Cortes 
inveterate enemic-. Ihus the victory was ob. 
tained with the loſs of four men, though the 
conquered had a Captain, an Eniign, aud fif- 
teen private men killed upon the ſpot. 

At day break the 2zoco Chinantlan arrived, 
when Cœrtes was glad of letung his priſoners 
ſee, that he was not deſtitute ot allies ; while 
the vanquiſhed were filled with ſhame, per- 
ceiving the ſmall] number of men by whom 
they * been entirely defeated, and curſed 
their careleſsneſs and the inſolence of Narvaex. 
Cortes had many friends among them, who de- 
firing to be inliſted in his army, their example 
was ſoon followed by all the other priſoners, 
and not a ſingle man expreſſed the leaſt inch- 
nation to return to Cuba. 

Thus Cortes, by his admirable conduct and 
bravery, found himſelf in a few hours at the 
head of above 1000 Spaniard:; the only ene- 
mies he had to fear, were ſafe in his cuſtody; 
he had a fleet of eleven ſhips and ſeven brigan- 
tines at his diſpoſal, and he had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing the laſt effort of Dicgo de Fela/quez en- 
tirely fruſtrated. MAarwvacz's horie never engag 
in the action; but made their eſcape into the 
country, where being united into a troop of 
forty, they pretended to ſtand on their defence, 
but were ſoon brought to enliſt under Cortes. At 
length the ſails, tackling, and rudders of all the 
veſſels were brought aſhore and laid up in Vera 
Cruz: the pilots and mariners were brought 
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to Zempoalla, and the army was allowed to con- 
tinue ſome days in quarters of refre{hment. 
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C HAF. XII. 


Cortes marches bach to Mexico to the Afitarce of 
Alverado, againſt? whom the Mexicans hat taken 
Arms, where he finds the People in a violent 
erment. His trees are ſeveral Lin attacked, 
and his Offers of Peace rect. Motezuma Fo. 
ranguing the Mexicans, in order to fro vnne then 
to w daun thrir Arms, is mortal <rvunded, 
and dies corjuring Cortes to revenge his Fall, 


HILE Cortes continued in his quarters 
of refreſhment, he diſmiſſed the Chinan- 
tlans with preſents, and was viſited by the in- 


| habitants of the neighbouring villages, and by 


the Caciques of the adjacent countries, who all 
came to congratulate him upon his ſucceſs : 
but notwithſtanding his good fortune he could 
not be eaſy, when he reſſected upon Alverade's 
fituation, ſince he knew him to be encompaſſed 
with encmies, and at the mercy of a Prince who 
might be perſuaded to facrifice him and his few 
troops for the advantage of the Empire. He 
therefore reſolved to return to Mexico, and that 
neither M:tezuma nor his people might be offend- 
ed at his returning wit}, Bech a numerous body, 
he propoſed to divide his army, and employ the 
greateſt part of it in other conqueſts. 

While Cortes was taking theſe meaſures, a letter 
from Alverado obliged him to alter his ſcheme, 
By this letter he was informed, that in ſpite of 

P 3 | Motexuma, 
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Motezuma, who had never once attempte4 to 
leave the quarters, the Mexicans had taken u 
arms, and repeated their attacks with ſuch reſo- 
lation, that unleſs he and his men were imme. 
diately ſuccoured, they mud all inevitably pe. 
rſh. And what was fail more extraordinary, 
the ſoldier who brought this letter, was ac- 
companicd by an Ambauſſidor from Metezuma, 
who preſſed Certes to return as ſoon as poſiible, 
| and 2Turcd him, that tho' his own life ſhould be 
} at ſtake, he would never abandon Alverade, 

Upon receiving this inteiligence, Cortes and 
 ., his officers unanimouſly acrecd, that no time 
1 was to be loſt. Rodrigo Range. a perion of ap- 
\F proved fidelity, was immediately appointed de- 

| puty governor of F-ra Car; and a garriſon 
was left aut Zempeoalia, alter wich the army 
amounted to 1coo foot and 109 horſe. Cortes 
having ſent an aaſwer to Mast gu u. and ance 
ther to Avtrado, with an account of his victory, 
and aſſurances of his coming to their aſhitance, 
began his march, the army tal ing different 
routs, in order to be the more eaſily ſupplied 
with proviſions. They rendezvouſed near Ila, 
cala, at which city they were recen ed with great 
joy and affection. "That republic fitznulated him 
againſt the Mexicans, and offered to aſſemble 
all their troops for his ſervice. He, however, 
declined the offer, and contented himſelf with 
taking a body of 2000 men. 

Cortes paſſed the cauſeway without the leaſt 
oppoſition, notwithſtanding his - perceiving ma- 
ny marks of the fury of the Mexicans. For 
his two brigantines were ſtaved to pieces; and 
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half burnt. On his entering Mexico, the ſub- 
urbs weie abandoned; the bridges, by which 
the ſtreets had a communication with each other. 
were broken down, and a protound filence 
reigned over the city. Iheſe ſuſpicious ſvmp- 
toms made Cortes order the infantry to flacken 
their pace, while the cavalry marched before 
to reconnoitre : but the Spariards who had been 
left in the city, ſoon diſcovering the army, 
raiſed a great ſhout, and removed his appre- 
henhons. Pedro de Al vera with his people 
received them at the gate of his quarters, in 
a tranſport of joy, and Mazuma himtelt went 
to the outward court to mect Corres, whom he 
embraced with all the marks of a fincere attec- 
tion. | 

Certes having taken proper meaſures for the 
ſecurity of the troops, retired with Avεπ,jÜůw, to 
inquire into the cauſe of that ſedition among 
the Mexicans, which had put lum in ſuch dau- 
ger; when that ofiicer intormed him, that ſoun 
aiter his departure the nobles had behaved will 
leſs reſpe& than uſual. "That from the informa- 
tion of © truſty ſpy he learned that they held 
frequent aſſemblies in private, and that a co: - 
ſpiracy was concerted againſt the Se in 
which it was agreed to aſſemble the inhabitants 
under the pretence of celebrating annual dances 
called Mitates, when the nobles were to ha- 
rangue the populace, and immediately proceed 
to the Spaniſh quarters, in order to extirpate 
the inſolent ſtrangers, who kept their Emperor 


priſoner, and treated even their Gods with con- 
tempt. 
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On the morning preceding the day appoiat. 
ed, ſome of the chief perions in this ſ dition, 
came to deſire Alverado's permiſhon to celebrate 
their feſtival. However he was that very night 
informed that they were very buſy in conceal- 
ing conſiderable quantities of arms in houſes 
near the temple, upon which he reſolved to 
anticipate the execution of their ſcheme, by at- 
tackirg them before they ſhould have time 
either to take arms, or to raiſe the populace, 
This ill-judged ſcheme he put in execution. He 
left the fort with his 5o men under the pretence 
of ſceing the diverſion, and perceiving the 
Mexicans intoxicated with liquor, attacked and 
diſperſed them without oppoſition ; many of them 
being killed and wounded in their flight: the 
Span ares ſtripped them of their jewels and other 
ornaments ; after which /v:ra retired, with- 
out even taking the neceſlary ſtep, acquainting 
the people, with his motives for committing an 
action, whence it was naturally imputed to his 
avarice. Ihe people incenſed at ſeeing the no- 
bility ſlaughtered and pillaged before their eyes, 
now ran to arms, — raiſed a very formidable 
inſurrection. "They had ſeveral times attacked 
the Spaniſh quarters, and being ſo ſucceſsful as to 
kill three or four Spaniards, their courage was 
raiſed to ſuch an height, that inſtead of 1 
the reſentment of Cortes, and his troops, whic 
were ſo greatly increaſed, they retired to ano- 
ther part of the town, leaving the entrance 
open, that by giving the Spaniards an opportu- 
nit of being a they lake ſurround and 

y them at once, 
Carte 
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” Certes cenſured Alverado very ſeverely for his 
naſhneſs in leaving the quarters, when the city 
was in ſuch a commotion ; blamed him for con. 
cealing from Mctrzuma, the firſt intelligence he 
had received, and for retiring without having 
informed the populace of the cauſe of ſuch a 
violent aſſault, and made A/wverade fo ſenſible of 
his indiſcretion, that he deſired to be impriſon- 
ed, in order to facilitate the reduction of the 
inraged multitude. 
ne M:xic:ns made no attempt that night, 
but the ſame myſterious filence prevailing the 
next morning, Cortes ordered Diego de Ordaz to 
march through the principal ſtreets, at the head 
of 400 Spaniſh and Tlaſcalas ſoldiers, and if 
poſible to penetrate into their defigns. But 
Diego had not proceeded far, when he obſerved 
a body of armed men, which had been detach- 
ed on purpoſe to draw him farther from the 
quarters. He accordingly advanced a conſider- 
able way in order to take ſome priſoners ; but 
was all at once oppoſed by an innumerable mul- 
fitude, who ran boldly up to his front, wle 
another army, which had been concealed in the 
croſs ſtreets, attacked him in the rear : at the 
fame time all the terraces and windows on each 
fide were crowded with armed men,who ſhowered 
upon them an infinite number of arrows, darts 
and ſtones. Diego perceiving his retreat cut off, 
ſo as to prevent his informing Corte; of his dan- 
ordered his rear to face about, and part of 
is men to exert themſelves with their ſwords 
and pikes below, while his fire arms were uſed 
zganſt thoſe above. The heat of the engage- 
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ment was however but of a ſhort continuance; | 
tor notwithitanding the fury with which the Mex. 
icans advanced, their attacks were made in ſo 
tumultuous a manner that they were ſoon thrown 
into confuſion, and retired to a diftance, where 
they could neither offend nor be offended, and 
the windews and terraces, being at the ſame 
time cleared by the fire-arms, Diego endeavour- 
ed to make his retrcat, though he was obliged 
to cut his way ſword in hand. In this engage- 
ment ke left | Gow ſoldiers dead upon the ſpot, 
and both himſelf and tlie greateſt part of his men, 
were weunded. 

This event rendered Certes but too ſenſible 
that there was no room for negotiation. He 
therefore reſolved to ſally out with the greateſt 
part of his forces, in order to oblige them to 
ſue for an accommodation. In the mean time 
the Mexicans looked upon Diego's retreat as a 
flight, and followed him with inconceivable fu- 

„ till they were teriified and driven _y 

e artillery from the Spaniſs quarters, whi 
made a dreadful ſlaughter. They however halted 
within fight, and the ſtreets were ſoon filled again 
with armed men, whoſe drums and ſhells ſound- 
ing the ſignal for an aſlault, they advanced with 
prodipious impetuoſity. Their rear was compol- + 
ed of archers, who were deſigned to clear the 
walls, that the reſt of the army might approach, 
and ſuch clouds of arrows were diſcharged, that 
the Spaniards were ſoon obliged to employ 2 
number of hands to remove them, to prevent 
their blocking up the way to the ramparts. 
While the archers were 'thus engaged, the reſt, 
not- 
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. | gotwithſtanding the dreatful havock made among 


them by the cannon and ſmall arms, advanced 
to the very gates, which they endeavoured to 
cut in picces, with inſtruments edged with flint. 


Some leaped upon the ſhouluers of ther com- 
panions, and others made ladders of their pikes 
| and lances in order to ſcale the walls; one ſet 
of men were no ſooner wounded and fell, but 
their place was ſupplied by others, who, as 
f they had been ſtrangers to fear and com- 
palion, trampled upon the bodies of their 
fnends, and fought lite wild beaſts made doubly 
ferious by tamine and revenge. They were 
however at laſt repulted, when they retired for 
cover to the cro(s ſtreets, where they ſtaid till 
the approach of night, and then raiſed another 
terrible alarm, by beginning a very different 
kind of fight, for by ſhooting fire-arrows into 
the quarters, they produced a dreadful confla- 
tion in ſeveral parts of the building, which 
the Spaniards to break down walls, to pre- 
rent the communication of the flames, and then 
labour the greateſt part of the night in repair- 
ing the breaches they had made, in order to put 
themſelves again in a poſture of defence. 
The next morning the enemy appeared at a 


4 Gftance, and though afraid of advancing with- 


n cannon ſhot, challenged the Spaniards to come 
out to battle, with many injurious reproaches. 
Gries who had reſolved to make a ſally, took 
tus opportunity to inflame the minds of his 
fldiers with a ſhort ſpeech, and finding them 
impatient of delay, divided his whole force in- 
o three battalions, two of which were directed 
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to clear the croſs ſtreets, while he himſe!f took 
the large ſtreet, where the greateſt body of the 
enemy was poited. "The Mexicans ſtood the firſt 
charge without giving ground, and even fought 
hand to hand with their clubs and two-handed 
ſwords, which they wicked with incredible fury, 
nor could the fire-arms put a ſtop to the ſhowers 
of ſtones and javelins that were thrown from 
the windows and balconies, till fire was ſet to 
ſome of the houſes. The Mexicans however 
at laſt gave wav ; but as they retreated, broke 
down the bridges of the itrevts, which obliged 
the Spauiars to fill up the canals, before they 
could proſecute the victory. While Cortes was 
thus advancing, the two battalions charged the 
multitude that had poticfiion of the ſtreets on 
the ſides, and drove the enemy before them, 
till they entered a large ſquare, where the three 
divigons joined, when the Mexicans betook them- 


ſelves to flight with as much precipitation as they 


had before nude their attack. 

Cortes did not think proper to allow his men 
to engage in the nd 7, but having loſt ten 
or twelve ſoldiers in the action, retired without 
oppoſition. The loſs of the enemy was ſo great, 
that the dead bodies lay in heaps, and the ca- 
nals of the city were tinged with blood. Cortes 
allotted three days for the refreſhment of his 
troops, during which he renewed his overtures 
of peace, by means of ſome Mexican, who 
were in Motczuma's ſervice ; but at the ſame 
time continued to obſerve the ſtricteſt vigilancs 
and precaution, and among other ſtratagems 
contrived four wooden towers to run upon 
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wheels, each of which was capable of contain- 
ing 20 or 30 men, who might fight under cover, 
ſet houſes on fire, and deſtroy the barricados 
raiſed in the principal ſlreets. Having finiſhed 
theſe machines, he made a fecoud fally with the 
principal part of the Spaniards, together with 
the whole body of Tlaſcalant, who had fought 
with great bravery in the laſt engagement. He 
alſo took ſome pieces of artillery, the wcoden 
towers, and a few led horſes, that were to be 
oſed occaſionally. | 
The Aexicans were now commanded by the 
principal nobles, who had greatly augmented 
the army, and waited for the Spaniards in pro- 
found filence ; but the latter had no ſooner be- 
zun their march, than they were ſuddenly ſur- 
priſed with the hoarſe and diſagreeable ſound 
of their ſea- ſnells and drums, added to the ſhouts 
of an innumerable multitude, which advanced 


. with unuſual regularity, and amazing reſolution, 


Fans and receiving the firſt charges without 
ing diſordered. When they were ſorced to 
give way, they retired leiſurely, without turning 
their backs, and renewed the ſight at every canal. 
or barricado, with ſuch obſtinacy, that they 
were not to be diſlodged without the artillery. 
They diſcharged their arrows and lances in a 


regular manner. 


Some ſwam about the canals 


ſearching for opportunities to wound the Spani- 
ards with long pikes, while others caſt from 
the windows, balconies, and terraces, large 
ſtones and fragments of rocks provided for that 
purpoſe, by which the moving towers were 


ſhattered to pieces : and, in ſhort, the battle 
Vor. II. 


Was 
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was fought with ſuch method and alacrity, as 
plainly proved that it was conducted by a gene- 
ral in chief. 

The engagement continued the greateſt part 
of the day, during which a great number of 
the Mexicans loſt their lives, and the city was 
much damaged by the burning of the houſes. 
The Spaniards and their confederates were re- 
pulſed with ſuch bravery, that they were cblig- 
ed to diſpute the ground by inches, and night 
drawing on before Cortes had made much pro- 
* he found it would be impoſible for 

im to maintain the poits he had gained, ard 
thereſore retired to his quarters, with the loſs 
of 40 men, who were chiefly T /a/colars, and 
with 30 Spaniards much wounded, he himſelf 
receiving a ſhot with an arrow in his left hand. 
He now began ſeriouſly to refle&, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the advantages be had obtained 
ever the Mexicans, his numbers in a ſeries of 
ſuch victories would be greatly diminiſhed, and 
that in caſe of a general revolt againſt Matexu- 
ma, they might eafily ſtarve him in his quar- 
ters; nor was the Emperor himſelf under leſs 
uneaſineſs. From the higheſt turret of the pa- 
lace he had obſerved the owe, and could eaſi- 
ly diftinguiſh the Cacique of /z/apalapa, and 
other nobles who might aſpire to the Empire. 
He dreaded the loſs of his crown, and being 
ſenſible that he could never reſtore his ſubjects 
to obedience, while the Spaniards remained 1n 
Mexico, he ſent for Cortes the next morning, 
told him his ſentiments, and intreated him to 
leave the city, that he might return to his own 


palace, 
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ace. reſume the reins of government, and quell 
the ſeditions of his people. 

Cortes readily conſented to this propoſal, and 
reſolved to retire for the preſent, that he might 
have leiſure to concert a new plan, and be en- 
abled to execute it with a better proſpect of 
ſucceſs : but his conference with the Emperor 
was interrupted, by his being told that the ene- 
my was advancing with great fury, to make a 
general attack upon the quarters. They ruſhed 
on with prodigious impetuoſity, and in ſpite of 
the havock made among them by the artillery and 
ſmall arms, behaved with ſuch bravery that 
ſome of them got over the walls, which obliged 
Cartes to form a body of reſerve in the principal 
court, whence he occaſionally ſent detachments 
to ſupport ſuch as were hard preſſed or fatigued 
with action. 

While the aſſault was thus carrying on with 
amazing vigour, Mctezuma propoſed to ſhow 
himſelf to the people from the wall, in order 
to command the populace to retire, and order 
the nobles to come unarmed into his preſence, 
that he might take proper meaſures to redreſs 
their grievances. This motion being approved 
by Cortes, the Emperor immediately adorned 
himſelf with the entigns of royalty, the crown, 
the mantle, and the jewels worn on the moſt 
folemn occaſions, and then mounted the terrace, 
with the principal Mexicana who continued in 
his ſervice, one of whom advancing to the rails, 
called with a loud voice, that the great Mate- 
wma had condeſcended to come forth, and re- 
dreſs their grievances. His name was no ſooner 


Q 2 men- 
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mentioned, than the out cries of the people ceaſ- 
ed, and they ſtood filent and motionleſs, as if 
awed by ſomething ſupernatural, and when he 
appeared the whole multitude humbled them- 
ſelves to the earth. He looked around him 
with a majeſtic air, and diftinguiſhing the nobles 
in the crowd, defired them ſeverally by name 
to approach, thanked them for the zeal and 
aſſection they had ſhewn in his ſervice, and re- 
2 to the people that they were actuated 

y a principle of miſtaken loyalty ; that his re- 
fiding among the Spaniards was not the effect of 
compulſion ; that he was refolved to diſmiſs them 
from his court, and therefore deſired his ſubjeQs 
to lay down their arms. 

This condeſcenſion made ſuch an impreſſion 
upon the hearers who had been uſed to obey 
him with fear and trembling, that many wept 
to ſce the Emperor fo humbled, and the reſt 
hung down their heads, and ſtood in ſilence and 
ſuſpence. But theſe favourable diſpoſitions were 
ſoon changed. Some of the Emiſſaries belong- 
ing to a Cacique, who hoped to ſucceed Motezu- 
ma, upbraiding that Prince with being a coward, 
a priſoner, and a ſlave, raiſed a clamour among 
the people, and inſtantly turned their compaſſion 
into ſuch rage, that they curſed him, and uttered 
the moſt opprobrious inveftives. The motions 
he made with his hand and head were now diſ- 
regarded; and his efforts to ſpeak rendered in- 
effectual, by their repeated ſhouts, till at length 
they let fly a ſhower of arrows againſt him. 
Two ſoldiers being near him, endeavoured to 
cover him with their bucklers ; but in ſpite of 


e lt RUM Han 4 a Yon Jung at him 7 9 
the * 7 me % tool eee (he HW all 4 the £7 
Shun th Ht, 100% 1 


=S — 


r mmm... 


ty HERNANDO CORTES. nz 


al their care, he was wounded in ſeveral places, 
and received a terrible blow with a ftone upon 
one of his temples, which brought him to the 
ground. Certes having cauſe] him to be carried 
to his apartment, reſolved to be revenged on the 
authors of this misfortune. But he then could 
fad no enemy on whom he could wreak his ac- 


venge, for the Emperor no ſooner fell, than the 


M:xicans, ſtruck with horror and conſternation, 
inſtantly fied. 

Aletzzuma had ſcarcely recover-d his ſenſes, than 
he became trantic with rage; imprecated the 
moſt dreadful curſes upon his rebellious ſubjects, 
and refuſed to liſten to the remonſtrances and 
conſolations of Certes, who in vain end<avoured 
to comfort him. He tore the bandages and 
plaiſters from his wounds, and even attempted 
to put an end to his life, which made it neceſ- 
fary to reſtrain him by force, and then he ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to take any manner of ſuſten- 
ance. The wound in his head was very danger- 
ous, and the agitation of his miad foon ren- 
dered it mortal. Cortes joined with Father Bar- 
thelomeww de Olmedo in — uading him to renounce 
his idolatry ; but all their arguments were to no 
purpoſe, and he expired after having conjured 
the General to revenge his death. 

Metexuma's unhappy fate filled Cortes with 

t concern. He had an affection for that 
rince, and all his hopes had centered in his 
voluntary ſubmiſſion to the King of Spain. He 
was now obliged to form a new plan, and to 
quit all the advantages he enjoyed by his influ- 
ence at the court of Mexico, The firſt _ 
: ec 
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he took, was appbis ting fix of Morrzuma'; 
principal attenuants, fome of whom were Prieſts, 
to carry out his body to the rebels, with orders 
to teli the Princes who headed them, that he 
had ſent them the corpſe of their late Sove- 
reign, whom they themfelies had murdered, 
and who, before his death, had carneſtiy con- 
jured him to revenge his wrongs, and chaſtiſe 
them for their abominable rebellion. But as 
he imagincd that the inſurrection was not ap- 
proved by the nobles, he once more propeſed 
peace, and was ready to agree to any reaſonable 
conditions; but ſhouid they neglect his propcial 
he would treat them as the wor!?t of rebels, and 
as his reſpect for Hetegana could no longer mo- 
derate his reſentment, he would lay wake their 
City with fire and ſword. | 

The bearers of the corple were met at a 
fmall diſtan ce from the quarters by « body of 
the inhabitants, who throw down their arms, 
and followed their deccaſed Sovereign with the 
moſt profound reverence and reſpect. Tie 
city was inſtantly filed with lamentations, and 
though another Emperor was alrendy elected. 
they t*{tifed their repentance by the ſliongeſt 
cxpreſuons of ſorrow, repeating the name of 
Molexuma, and running about the Rrects in cla- 
maurdus tumults ull the next mo ning, when 
they conveyed the body to the mountain of Cha- 
ju'tefegue, Where it was interred with great ſo- 
lemnity. 

Thus fell the great Metcuma, the moſt power- 
ful Emperor that had ever filled the Marcar 
throne. IIe had rcigned ſeventeen years, 2 
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we eleventh in the number of Emperors, and 
the ſecond of that name. He left four ſons, 
and three daughters; two of the former, who 
lived with their father in his confinement, were 
afterwards killed by the Mexicans in Certes's 
retreat. The daughters afterwards embraced the 
chriſtian religion, and were married to Spaniard; : 
But the moſt diſtinguiſhed of his deſcendants was 


one of Metczuma's ſons, who at his baptiſm 


wok the name of Don Pedre de Mutezuma, and 
received many favours from his moſt Catholic 
Majeity, who gave him conſiderable poſſeſſions 
in Ne Spain, with the title of Count of Mate- 
dung, Which his poſterity ſtill enjoy. 
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The War carricd en cfreſp agaiift Cortes, who. 


excafes the mi imminent Dangers, and every 
ere defeats the Indians. He retires from 
Mexico with his Army by Night ; but is aſſaulted 
in his Retreat, and lojes many Men; Hor ver he 
at length oltains a great Fittory ever the united 
Forces of Mexico, by feizing the Reyal Stau- 
dard. 


HE 1exicans made no attempt upon the 
$94n:i/h5 quarters while the Emperor re- 
mained ill of his wounds, which Cortes attri- 
buted to their being filled with horror at the 
thoughts of the crime they had committed ; but 
it was really owing to the nobility being wholly 
employed in the inauguration of Quilavaca 
| Cacique 
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Cacique of Irapalapa whom they raiſed to the 


throne. 

The Mexicans inſtead of liſtening to the pro- 
poſal made by Morezuma's ſervants, renewed the 
war with greater vigour than ever; and on the 
morning that ſucceeded the late Emperor's fone- 
ral, all the ſtreets were, by break of day, filled 
with armed men. They had alſo put a ſtrong 
garriſon in the towers of the temple which 
commanded part of the Span; quarters. This 
important poſt which was defended by oo choſen 
men of the nobility, Cortes reſolved at all events 
ta carry. He therefore drew the greateſt part 
of his ſlrength out of the quarters, and havin 
formed ſeveral battalions, ſufficient to cut of 
zl} communication between the towers and the 
Judians in the ſtreets, he ordered Captain E/ 
car with a conſiderable detachment, to attack 
the temple, which was of difficult acceſs. That 
officer marched to the lower porch without op- 
poſition ; but ſuddenly the defendants from the 
upper porch diſcharged ſuch a ſhower of lances, 
arrows, large ſtones, and ha!f-burnt beams of 
timber provided for that purpoſe, that the aſſail- 
ants were thrown into diforder, and oblidged to 
retreat in confuſion, after their having returned 
three times to the attack. | 

Mean while Cqrtes was at the head of a troo 
of horſe, buſily employed in ſupporting tho 
who moſt needed his aſſiſtance; but ſeeing E/ 
cobar defeated, he inſtantly quitt d his horſe ; 
cauſed a ſhield to be faſtened to his arm on ac- 
count of the wound in his hand, then flying to his 
&fiftance, advanced to the ſtairs with ſuch intre- 


pidity. 


ö 
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pidity, as inſpired his followers with the ambi- 
tion to imitate his example. In an inſtant the 
ation was renewed with ſurprizing obſtinacy. 
The brave defendants fought hand to hand like 
men reſolved rather to die than to ſurrender. 
The very Prieſts fell fighting valiantly, exhort- 
ing the people to ſhew their courage in defence 
their Gods, and they all ſuffered themſelves 
to be cut in pieces to a man, before the Spani- 
«rd; could get poſſeſſion ct the poſt. In the heat 
of this 24 ampey two Mcxicans who had de- 
roted their lives to the ſervice of their country, 
ſeeing Cortes upon a tower threw down their 
ums, ran up to him, and png down hke 
ſupplicants, ſeized him, and endeavoured to 
throw him over the rails; but after ſtruggling 
with him for ſome time, he had the good for- 
tune to diſengage himſelf ; upon whach, they 
threw themſelves headlong from the tower, and 
their brains were daſked out againſt the pave- 
ment. 

Cortes then ſeized a confiderable quantity of 
proviſions which he found in the temple, and 
ordered it to be coveyed to his quarters, which 
being done, he commanded the Tlaſcalans to 
kt fre to ſeveral houſes, that the artillery might 
command the whole edifice. He then took a 
new of the engagement below, and penn 
the Spaniards cloſely preſſed in the principa 
hect which they defended with great difficulty, 
te immediately mounted his horſe, and haſted 
to their aſſiſtance, ordering E/cobar to follow 
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vith his men, with all poſible expedition. In 
te mean time he attacked the multitude at the 
bead of his cavalry, killing or wounding all 
| wo 
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who oppoſed him, but ruſhing too far before the 
reſt of his troops, his retreat uns cut off. Upon 
this he entered another ftreet, where he hoped to 
meet with lefs reffionce, and there he fell in 
among A body of Mexicans who had taken Ares 
de Duero, aud were conveying him alive, to offer 
him as a ſacrifice to their Gods. Corres inftaatly 
flew upon them with ſuch fury, as threw the 
whole party into contuton, and Duero took this 
opportunity of dra ng a dagger, which they had 
overlooked, when they had aticmpted to diſarm 
him, and inſtantly treed himſelf by the death of 
thoſe who held him ; then recovering his horſe 
and lance, the two friends broke through all 
oppoſition. The Mcx.cans now retired with 
great precipitation, and the General returned 
with his troops into the quarters, after they had 
made a dreadful havock among the enemy, and 
burnt a confiderable part of the city. 

The next day the enemy deſited a parley, 
which being granted by Certes, ſeveral of the 
nobles approached the walls, and in the name 
of the new Empercr, propoſed that the Hani- 
ards ſhould inſtautly march down to the ſea fide, 
and leave the country, upon which condition 
they promiſed to put an end to all hoſtilities; 
but obſerved, that ſhould he reject this propoſal, 
they muſt all inevitably periſh ; for as they were 
now convinced by experience, that the Spartards 
were mortal, they were reiolved to continue 
their attacks, and though the death of every 
Chriſtian ſhould coſt them 20, oco lives, they 
wou'd have a number left ſuſticient to rejoice at 
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To this Cet replied, that the Spaniards did 
get pretend to be immortal. thong! they were 
þ ſuperior to the M-ricans, that with his hand- 
al of men he would deiiroy the whole Em- 
tire; but being moved by the calamiti's, they, 
trough their own obllinacy. had ſuficred, he 
as reſolved to depart, and that he only waited 
till the neceſlary preparations were made for his 
march, and other articles agreed upon for the 
reciprocal advantage of both parties. The no- 
des ſeemed pleated with this anſwer, though 
the overtures they hed made were intended to 
aſwer a very different parpoic. It had been 
reed by the news Emperor and his council, 
that inſtead of expoſing themſelves to ſuch ter- 
nble laughter, as the people had always ſaffered 
fom the artillery and other fire-arms, they 
foul! diſtreſs the Spaniaris by famine, and 
muſe them with negotiations, till they ſhould 
te weakened and diſpirited by hunger, when 
dey might fall upon them to greater advantage. 
They recollected that Mui =uma's three ſons and 
ther perſons or diſtinction were prifoners in the 
harifh quarters, but willingly devoted them as 
kenfices to the good of their country, except 
deir chief Pricit, whom they reſolved if poſſible 
o deliver. 

The Deputies therefore returned the ſame 
gening with a propoſal, that ſome of the Mexi- 
an priſoners ſhould be ſent with inſtuctions to 
de Emperor, artfully hintins that the moſt 
roper perſon would be a certain ancient Prieſt, 
vio being an intelligent man would be able to 


{xmove whatever difficulties might be ſtarted. 


Cortes 
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C ortes readily aſſented to the propoſal, and made 
tie Prieſt acquaint'd with his demands, in re- 
lation to the neceſſaries he ſhould want in his 
march, reſolving if he ſhould return, to ex- 
plain himſelf with reſpe& to their laying down 
their arms and delivering hoſtages. But they 
had not the leaſt intention to End him back, 
or to come to an amicable agreement, which 
was very evident from the centine!'s diſcover- 
ing, that they were employed in making trenches 
to defend the paſſage of the canals, in breaking 
down the bridges of the principal cauſeway, 
and cutting off all communication with the road 
leading to 7 /a/cala. Cortes was greatly alarmed 
at this intelligence, and immediatrly ordered 2 
3 bridee to be made flrong enough to 
ar the weight of the artillery, and fo light as 
to be carried by 430 ſoldiers. J. 

Men were unmediately employed in making 
this bridge, and at the tame time Cortes aſſemb- 
led his Captains, in order to conſult whether 
they ſhould retreat by day or by night; for he 
was reſolved to retire to T!i/cala, and there to 
take meaſures for laying fiege to the city of 
Mexico. The majority of the officers propoſed 
a retreat by night, on account of the ſuperſtition 
of the Mexicons, which made it unuſual for 
them to engage an enemy after ſun-ſet, and 
irom the difficulty of attacking them in the ca- 
noes in the dark. "This was however warm- 
ly oppoſed by Ceres, and ſeveral others; but 
the queſtion being put to the vote, the majority 
declared for the firſt propoſal, to which Cortes 


aſſented, and it was reſolved, to give the enemy 
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as little time as poſſible to form obſtructions, by 
beginning their march that very night. The 
capenters had no ſooner ſiniſhed the bridge, 
which was to be moved from one opening in 
the cauſeway to another, than Cortes ſent ano- 
ther Mai in order to amule the eneiny with 
farther propoſals of peace while he made the 
His vanguard 
he ordered to conſiſt of 200 Spaniſh ſoldiers with 
the choiceſt of the Tlaſcalans, and 20 horſe: 
The rear guard was to conſiſt of a till larger 
zumber of horſe and foot; and the priſoners, 
the artillery and baggage with the main body 


r diipoſicions for his retreat. 


of the army were to be in the centre. 


order being fixed, he cauſed the treaſure to be 
brought into his apartment, and taking one fitth 
for the King, in what was moſt portable, he de- 
livered it to the commiſiary with ſome wounded 
horſes for the carriave ; but the remainder which 
amounted to upwards of 700,000 pieces of eight 
be propoſed to leave as a dangerous incum- 
brance ; but finding the ſoldiers unwilling to 
loſe their ſhare, he gave them leave to take what 
they could conveniently carry, in conſequence 
of which ſome of the moſt avaritious, who were 
among thoſe who came with Narwaex, loaded 
them{clves fo heavily, that they ſtaggered under 


meir burdens. 


Corte; having taken theſe previous ſteps, en- 
touraged the ſoldiers by a ſhort ſpeech, and about 
midnight they began their march with great 
flence and circumſpection, being favoured by 
the wetneſs of the weather, and the darkneſs 
The bridge — was carried in 


of the night. 
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the front was laid over the fit canal before they 
met wich the leafl op putticn ; buc the weight 
of the aitillety and horſe jammed it fo faſt, 
that they found it in precticable to remove it, 
ard ird d they Lad not Gine to vie much pains 
about it; for befc;e the army had paſted the 
fit breach of the cauſcway, they were ſudden- 
ly attacked on all hdes ; tur the enemy having 
obſerved their n. cu, had aflembled their 
t:oops and cances with ſuch expedition and 
ſilence, that the lake was covered on each fide 
of the cauteway. The attack began with great 
regulatity, before they weie based, and had 
the 1caicaxs continued to preic.ve the ſame 
gocd order during the engagement, Cortes and 
lis whole army mull have periſhed. But they 
ſoon returned to their uſual way of charging in 
confuſion, by which means many of the canoes 
were daſhed to pieces againſt each other, and 
the Spariards made a dreauful flaughter. They 
were attacked in front by a vad number, who 
being impatient till they came to adion, had 
tarown themiclves into the lake, and clambered 
up the cauſeway in order to diſpute the paſlage; 
but they were ſo crowded, that they had fcarcely 
room to make uſe ot their weapons, and the 
laughter was according to ſome authors ſo great, 
as to ſupply a ſuſicient number of bodies, to 
form a paſlage for the Spaniards in the lake. 
But other authors alledge, that the enemy left 
the beam of the iccond bridge on which the 
ſoldiers paſſed over in files, leading their horſes 
through the water by the bridles. 


Cortes 
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Cartes on his reaching the ſhore order:d the 
men to be formed as laſt as they arrived, and 
then returned to the cauſeway, entered into the 
engagement, and animated the men by his pre- 
fence and example. He canſed each ſide of the 
cauſeway to be lin.d with ſoldiers who were to 
repel the enemy, while the reſt marched between 
wem in the centre, and to tac:irate the march. 
be ordered the artillery to be tion into the 
water, but notwithſtanding all his vigilarce, 

't of the rear guard was cut in pieces, the 
bridge being deſtroyed by the Mexicans in the 
canoes before theſe unhappy men could pals it, 
and thele chicfly confilled of thoſe who had fo 
overloaded themſelves with treaſure, that they 
were incapable of exerting thein{cives in their 
own defence. 

The army having paſſed over the like by 
break of day, halted near Tabuca, to give tine 
to thoſe who had eſcaped from the battle to 
join their frien ls ; a precaution which ſaved the 
lives of ſeveral Spariaris and Tlatalans, who 
had ſwam aſhore, and concealed themſelves in 
ſome fields of maize till the morning. IThefe 
brought intelligence that the luſt diviſion of the 
rear gu ird was intirely cut off, and the troops 
being reviewed, their loſs was found to amount 
to about 200 Spaniards, above 1000 7 /a/calans, 
and 46 horſes, with all the Mexican priſoners, 
who, 1a the darkneſs and confuſion of the night, 
were treated as enemies by their own country - 
men. 'The Spaniards were much dejected at 
ending how greatly their number was dimi- 
diſhed ; at the loſs of their artillery, and at the 
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184 The Cornet of MEXICO, 
apprehenſion of being every moment again af. 
taulted, while they were oppreſied with fatigue, 
Their affliction was increated by the loſs of 
ſome excellent oficers, among whom was Juan 
[*elajqurs, de Leon, who brought up the rear, and 
overpowered by numbers. 

Had the Spaniards been now attacked, before 
they had time to refreſh themſclves, and recover 
their ſpirits aſter the fatigue of the battle, they 
would in all probabil'ty have been eahly de- 
ſtroyed: but an event which they coufidered as 
extremely unfortunate, prolonged their lives, 
g:ving them time for repoſe. It has already 
been obſerved that all the Mexican priſoners 
were killed in the engagemeut, and in the 
morning when the enemy went to ſtrip the dead, 
they found three of 2L.cezuma's fons, whom they 
nad killed with their arrgivs. At this ſpectacle 
they were amazed and ſtupiſicd. the troops were 
{:1zcd with conſternation, and the news of this 
event ſoon reached the new Emperor, he or- 
dered the bodies of theſe vuuhappy Princes to be 
conveyed to the burying-place of their anceſ- 
075, and all the inhabitants attending their fu. 
neral, aftordcd the Spaniards this ſeaſonable re- 
1; ite. 

Mean while Cotes maiched with preat cau- 
tion towards ale, tuipetting that the ene. 
my's del procecdcd from ſome deiign, which 
had been formed avainit him, and indeed the 
S;eriards bad not procecded tar, before they ob- 
ierved ſeveral companies of armed men tollow- 
ing the army at a diilance. Thete were ſome 
of the inhabitants of ſeveral citie> whom the 
DHexicans had ordered to obſerve the motions 
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of the Stariardi, and retard their march, till 
they themſelves had dhcharged their laſt duty 
to the ſons of Mzteruma. At length the whole 
body ot the Aſ-aicans appeared, and joining the 
others, attacked the a:ny with great ing ctuo- 
fty. Cie placed his fe- arms and crols-bows 
in the frort, and then ordered the horſe to ad- 
yance and charge the Indians. which they did 
with great ſucceſs ; but their enemies continually 
wcreating, the Spaniards were fatigued with kull- 
mg them, and began to celpai of their ever 
being able to rout ſuch a prodigious multitude, 
when Cores perceiving an cdifice with turrets on 
the rop of an eminence near the feld of battle, 
refolveci to gain that poſt, which he effected, 
though with great diflicuity. As this building 
wa- a tezrple, that had a ſpacious cout, encom- 
palicd by 2 wall and feveral towers, it was eaſi- 
y defended. The Spaniards here found ſhelter 
from the danger to which they had been expo- 
ſed, and on account of this ſignal relief, after- 
wards crecied an hermitage on the ſpot, which 
»s fill known by the name of Nera | ennora 
4 Los Reme-tics, or Our Lats of R dic. 

The BAZexicurs approached near the walls; 
but having diſcharged a great number of ar- 
ws, rctired towards Mexico; however the 
Saniard, perceived from the tops of the towers 
that they halted in the plain, where they di- 
rided into ſeveral bodies, Cortes having poſt» 
ed his guards and centine!s, ordered fires to be 
mace to burn the arrows that lay in heaps 
about the place. The men were refreſhed with 
eme proviſions they found in the temple, and 
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with what the Indians had ſaved with their 
baggage, and had their wounds dreſſed, the 
linnen horſe-cloths ſerving for lint and ban. 
dages. Theſe neceſſary taſks being performed, 
Cortes called a council of hi> officers, and pro- 
poled as this poſt could not be maintained for 
want of proviſions, and as they couid not ho 

to make their retreat while {urrounded by ſuch 
a multitude of the enemy, they ſhould ſeize this 
p. 'ortunity of continuing their march during 
lac night, in order that they might be two or 
three leagues from the Mexicars the rext morn- 
ing. This propolal being unanimouſly approv. 
cd, ſome hours reſt were alloucd for the te- 
freinment of the people, who were dreadſully 
fatigued, and molt of them wounded, ard at 
midnight they :ctircd from the teraple, leaving 
the fires burning in der to deccive TRE enemy. 
Tae vanguard, which was provided with guides, 
procecucd above half a league without inter- 
ruptioa ; but on their, entering ſome hilly 
grounds, ſeveral ambuicades were diſcove ed, 
tormed by the militia cf the neigt.bouring 
ton ns; but theſe Night i:i:miſhes did not ob- 
ſtruct the march of the SS , who having 
advanced two leag ces, entered before day - break 
into another temple, upon an cminence; being 
induced to take up their relidence there, from 
their fancy ing that they ſae at a diltance ſome 
detachments 1:0m the Mig army; but the 
approaching light no ſconcr diſcovered their 
miſtake, than they continued their march two 
leagues farther, to a village advantageouſly ſitu- 
atzd, which was deſerted by its * 
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2nd there they ſtaid two days till the wounded 
were again able to travel. They now marched 
two Cay: through a rocky and barren country, 
at a Ciltance from the great road, which they 
purpoſely avoided, being without ſhelter in the 
nig; perpetually perſecuied by fly ing partics 
of Indians, and expbſed to the extremes of hun- 
ger and thirit, which they endeavoured to 
allwar,c by means 0: the herbs and roots they 
diſcove ed, till he desth of one of the wound- 
ed horſes afforced relief to thole who weie 
thought in the greateſt extremity. In the laſt of 
thule marches, they reached a village. where 
the inhabitants provided every thing for their 
ente:tulnnoeat with an at of franktnels and hoſ- 
pitality ; u hich was no more than an ill judged 
firatapem C+fgncd to lull the Spaniards into a 
careleſs tecurity. | 

Early the next morning the army aſcended a 
mountain, on the other fide of which was the 
valley of Otumla. when Marina obſerved that 
the Indiars, who fill ſollowed at a diſtance, 
houted and frequenily exclaimed, “ proceed, 
tyrants, you'll ſoon arrive at the place where you 
will all periſh.” Cyr2e: took all poſſible precau- 
tion to prevent being ſurprized : but on his 
reaching the top of the mountain, he found the 
paſlage of the treops eſfectually obſtructed by 
an immenſe multitude of armed men, who co- 
vered the extenhve plain of Otumba. Theſe 
were the Iudians they encountered at the fiſt 
temple, reinforced by vaſt numbers of people 
from Mexico, with the principal nobles at their 
head, who had ſeparated into ſeveral _—_— 
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2nd OK Ag diFerent roads with ſuch ex- 
edition as to get the ſtart of the da, and 
unite in this ſpacious plain, where there was no 
danger of their being embarrailed tor want of 
room. The front of the army, which appeared 
from the diverſity of the coivurs and ſlandatds, 
to be of different nations, extended along the 
whole breadth of the valley, but the cye could 
not reach the extremity ot the rear. In the 
centre appeared the Captain General of the 
Empire, borne in a ſumptunds chariot, upon 
men's ſhoulders, that he might the better judge 
of cmergercics, and ſee his odere punUually 
obeved. Near bim was the renal Randaid of 
Mexico, which was a 2 of mnily gold, falten- 
ed to a pike, crowned with a plume of vari- 
evated feathers, and this naundard was never 
brought into the field, but upon the moſt ex- 
traordinary occaſions. Indcid this vaſt army, 
with the motions of their diilerent weapons, and 
their feathers waving in the wind, formed an 
appearance that was at once beautiful and tre- 
mendous. 

Cortes having taken a view of this dreagful 
army, turncd with alacrity to his foldiers, and 
told them that they mult either conquer ot die; 
but was immediately interrupted by his men, 
who called out, that he ſhould give the word 
and lead them to battle. He was unwilling to 
balk their ardour, and having ranged them 1n 
order, immediately advanced. The ſoldiers 
gave no itroke either with their lances or ſwords, 
out what was fatal 'i'he horte broke and tram- 
pled under toot thoſe dead bodies, that endeavoured 
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to flank or incloſe the army, and the Taſcalans 
roſhed into the thickeſt part of the enemy. In 
this firſt effort the Spaniards gained ground; but 
the Mexicans fought with great obſtinacy, and 
no {,oner was one corps cut in pieces, than it 
was ſucceeded by another: The battle being 
continually renewed by freſh ſupplies of men ; 
ſo that the Spaniards mult at laſt have been 
ſpent with inceilant labour and fatigue. Cortes, 
who fought on horſeback, ſuccouted thoſe wha 
molt needed his aſſiſtance, carrying death and 
terror wherever he came. While he was in this 
ſituation, and was reflefting that the ſtrength 
of his men muſt ſoon fail, he recolleQed ruat 
he had heard among the Mexican, that the 
whole ſucceſs of the battle depended upon the 
royal ſtandard, the lofing of which decided the 
ſortun- of the day. Upon which he inſtantly 
teſolved to make an extraordinary effort, in or- 
der to obtain it, and commanded Sandoval Al- 
werad} De Olid, and Dawila to follow and ſe- 
cure his rear, while he, with his troop of horſe, 
charged that part which appeared weakelt and 
neareſt the centre. This troop trod Cown whole 
battalions, and ſoon cut their way to the place 
where the Imperial ſtandard was defended by 
a guard compoſed of the nobles ; when Cortes 


purring his horſe through the midſt of them, 


wounded the Captain-General, and threw him 
trom his chariot with the firſt {t:oke of his 
lance, and Juan de Salamanca, a private gentle- 
man, leaped from his horſe, diſpatched the 
General, and ſeizing the ſtandard, gave it into, 
tae hands of. Cet. 

The 
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The Mexicons no ſooner beheld the imperial 
ſtandard in the power of the i, than 
they ſtruck all the reſt of their cours, and be- 
took themſelves to a precipitate flight. While 
the victorious Spaniards made a dreadful ſlaugh- 
ter of the fugitives, 20,009 Ind/ans being ſaid to 
be killed in the bat:le and pu: ſuit. On the fide 
of the Spaniards fone were woun''ed, of which 
number two or three died at ai, and Cortes 
himſclf received a violent bl» on bis herd 
with a ſtonr, which battered his kead-picce, and 
made a f&eil fracture in lis full The ſpoils 
which Cortes divided among the ſoldiers, was 
very conſiderable ; for the Mecicars depending 
upon their number, which amounted to 200,000, 
came adorned with their belt jewels, as to a 
certain triumph. 


c ELEEERS 
CH AP. XIV. 


Cortes marches to the City of I laſcala, where the 
Spaniards met <vith a jriful Riception. The 
Tlaſcalans receive an Embaſſy from the new 
Emperoy of Mexico to excite them to take Arms 
again the Spaniards, ard Xicotencal frivate- 


ly eſpouſes their Cauſe ; but is dijcovered. Cor- * 


tes defeats the 'Tepeacans. Anzther Mexican 
Army attacks the Spaniards, and is intire; 
routed. 


HE S$janiards now purſued their march, 
but not without ſome ſu'picion of being 
again attacked, as ſeveral budies of men were 
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een on the tops of the mountains, but they 
ceeded without moleſtation, and the next day 
they entered the confines of 7 /a/iala, when the 
whole army expreſſed their joy by loud accla- 
nations, and the T /a/.alans killed the earth. 
Here they reſted themſelves by a fine ſpring of 
teh water, when Cortes obſerved to the people 
the great importance of preſerving the friend - 
ſip of the / laſcalans, exhorted them to treat 
the inhabitants of the city with kindneſs and 
cviticy, and to avoid giving offence to the 
meaneit citizen At noon Cortes entered Gua- 
[tar, a conhderable town, where he was re- 
ceived with grcat hoſpitality, and having quar- 
tered his troops there, he ſent two Tiaſcalans 
w the Senate with an account of his retreat 
and ſucceſs ; but the meſſengers were ſcarcely 
difmilſed, when he was v:ittted by Magiſcatxin, 
O04 Veotencal, with his fon, and others deputed 
by the Senate to compliment him upon his 
return, They congratulated him upon his vic- 
ory, teſt ſicd the deepeſt concern for his wounds, 
lamented the loſs of fo many Spaniards, in- 
reighed againſt the /cx'icans, and offered to 
at him in bis revenge with all the forces of 
the republic and her allics. They propoſed his 
mmediately proceeding to the city, where 
quarters were already provided for the Spaniards. 
but he choſe to remain in his preſent ſituation, 
ul his people ſhould be refreſhed and intirely 
recovered from their fatigues, to which the 
llaſralans the more readily aſſented, as this 
wald give them time to prepare for his re- 
ception, 


* 
_— 


__ 


— . 
— 
— — 


- = 
„% — — 
o —— ́— ́—́—ʒ3ʒ3ůỹ — —— — 2 — 


922 — — — 
— =— & «© 


OO 6 oeron wr oor Ra — — — 
_—_ count aa 4+ . © — 
— — _— — = 
© — —_ , =, 5 


: — » * — = I. Oo 
„ : * 2 
2 ů — oy 1 Row 4 . 


” 
} 
= 
% 
: 
. 
1 
* 
4 
Py 


— 
— 


2 — 


2 


— 


192 The Conqueſl of MEXICO, 


ception, and his entering the city in a ſolemn 
triumph. 

The Spaniards were liberally ſupplied with 
neceſſaries at the expence of the public, during 
a ſtay of three days at Gualifar, when adorn- 
ing themſelves with the plumes and jewels of 
the vanquiſhed Mexicans, they began their march 
for Tlaſcala, which they entered in July 1520. 
The Senate in their richeſt robes came out with 
a numerous atrendance to receive them ; the 
fields were crowded with people ; the air was 
filled with acclamations, and they were ſaluted 
at their entrance with the ſounds of flutes, 
drums and horns. The feſtival kept in honour 
of their triumph, continued ſome days, during 
which the T/a/calans celebrated the victory with 
all the diverſions practiſed in that part of the 
world. They contended in leaping, wreſlling, 
running, and ſhooting with arrows at a mark, 
and in the evenings were exhibited different 
kinds of rope-dancing, with a kind of mal- 
querade. Cortes was deeply moved with the 
affection they ſhewed on this occaſ:on : his of- 
ficers behaved towards theſe faithful aJlies with 
the utmoſt cordiality, and the common ſoldiers 
generouſly ſhared with them the jewels and 
other ſpoils they had obtained from the Mexi- 
Cans. , 

But in the midſt of this feſtival, a damp was 
given to the public joy by Cortes illneſs. The | 
wound in his head broke out afreſh, he wa 
ſeized with a dangerous fever, and his friends 
began to deſpair of his life. The mirth of 
Tlaſcala w as inflantly changed into ** 

an 
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and both the nobles and people expreſſed 
their concern, by conſtantly enquiring after his 
health But the Senate employing the moſt 
expert phyiicians of the country, he ſpeedily 
recovered. 

Curtes now impaticntly longed to know the 
fate of affairs at era Cruz, and therefore ſent 
2 letter to the Governor, by an Ian courier, 
who ſoon returned with an anſwer, that no 
aeration had yet happened in the garriſon 
or on the coaſt, and that Narvacz and Sal- 
eaticra were {till in ſafe cuſtody ; but that a 
corporal and eight ſoldiers, who had been ſent 
to Tla/eala for the gold belonging to the gar- 
non, were not returned; that it was reported 
among the Jadians, that they were murdered 
in the province of Tecaca, and that it was fear- 
ed the wounded fſoldi.rs belonging to Narvacz 
had met with the ſame fate ; for being impatient 
to reach Mexico, which they conſidered as the 
centre of their wealth, they as falt as they re- 
covered, had marched away from Zempealla 
for that city. Indeed the truth of this report 
was now confirmed by the 7 /a/ca/ars, who had 
titherto concealed it from Cortes, left it ſhould 
retard! his recovery, and he had the mortificati- 
on to find himſelf thus depr:ved of a reinforce- 
ment of near 50 Spaniards, who had been de- 
lroyed by the /zdians of 7efeaca. Cories there- 
fore refolved to be revenged on that nation, 


| which lay between him and Vera Cruz, and the 


Thſea/as promiſed to intereſt themſelves in the 
quarrel. 
Vor. II. 8 2 
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At this time Ambaſtadois from the new Em. 
peror of Pfexico ariived at Car, whence 
they ſent to defire leave of the Senate to enter 
the city, with propoluls of peace, and this 
being granted with the content of Cortes, they 
made their public entry with great ſplendor and 
ſolemnity, preceded by the carriers, who brought 
the prelents, which, as uſual, conſiſted of gold 
and tilver, fine cotton cloths, plumes- and other 
curiofities. The Ambaſiadors richly adorned 
with jewels, and attended by a numerous ret: 
nue, were received in the Senate houle, where 
they made offers of peace and perpetual alli. 
ance, on condition of their declar:ng war againſt 
the Spaniards, and aſſiſting them in their en- 
deavours to exti pate thoie inſolent ſtrangers, 
Their ſpeech was interrupted by the murmurs 
of the aſſembly, who were exaſperated at the 
propoſal. However they were permitted to re. 
tire to the lodgings aſligned them, till the Se- 
nate ſhould deliberate upon the ſubject of the 
embatiily, when it was unanimouſly agreed to 
reject their propoſals. But the Ambaſſadors did 
not wait for a formal diſmiſſion; for dreading 
leſt ſome popular inſurrection ſhould be raiſed 
a ainſt them, they fled with great precip'tation. 

Notwithſtanding the regard the T/a/calans upon 
this, and other occaſions ſhewed for the Spari- 
ards, Nicotencal ſtill hated and envied Cortes, 
and had hitherto diſguiſed theſe diſpoſitions un- 
der the maſque of friendſhip. Though he did 
not ſo much as ſpeak in the Senate, in behalf 
of the Mexican propoſals, he took the oppor- 
tunity of ſowing jealouſies among the Net, 
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by means of his friends, who privately magni- 
ßed the advantages of an alliance with the 
Mexicans, and repreſented their friendſhip for 
the Spaniards, as a dangerous conrection, that 
would intail Jave:y and oppreſiion upon them 
and their poPority. Ihe Senate were ſoon in- 
formed of thee pratiices, and vpor this occ2- 
for held a conſultaton, at which Xirantencal's 
father gave his opinion, that his fon Niould ſuf- 
fer de:th, as a lower of ſedition; but out of 
reſpe& to the orey hairs and charaGer of the 
father, they weile ure illing to de, rive him cf 
life; they however o:dercd that he ſhould be 
brought before them in chains, when they re- 

ached him for his perfvious dealings; de- 
prived him of all the honours he enjoyed, ard 


cauſed him to be threwn down the ſtairs of tke © 


Senate-hovie. A few days after this degrada- 
tion, Arzcotercel implored torpiveneſs of Cortes, 
who did rot know of his crime till after the 
puniſhment was inf. cd, and by his interpoſi- 
tion in his behalf, he was reſtored to his former 
unk and honours. 

Aicotencal now endeavoured to atone for his 
fault by his diligence in aſſembling the troops 
of the republic Mcan while the ſoldiers who 
came with Nargacg, being dilguited at the fa- 
tigues and dangers they had undergone, and in- 
tmidated at the thoughts of a new war, loudly 
exclaimed againſt the expedition to Tepeaca, and 
eren delivered a formal proteſtation to Cortes, 
bpnifying their refuſal to undertake that enter- 
prize, and their deſire to march immediately for 
Fera Crux, where they might be ucarer at hand 
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to ſolicit reinfoicements from Sr. Domings and 
Jamaica. 

Cortes was greatly provoked at this inſolent 
remonſtrance; but thought proper to diſguiſe 
his reſentment, and to reprefent to them, that 
as the Trpeacans had ferred the paſſes of the 
mountains, it was impce "ible for them to reach 
Fira Cruz without kghtng them, in which he 
ſhould be aſülled by the 7 /a/ca/an troops, that 
were aſſembling for that purpoſe ; but he aſſured 
them that as ſoon as thote Indians ſhould be ſub. 
dued, they who were unwilling to follow his 
fortune, ſhould have free leave to depart. 

Cortes having thus reconciled his troops to the 
ſcrvice, marched with 8000 choice Tlaſcalan 
commanded by ofiicers of diſlinguiſhed valour, 
and left the care of bringing up the reſt to V. 
cetencal. Having proceeded three leagues, they 
ſpent the night in a village abandoned by the 
enemy; and the next morning Cortes ordered 
ſome peaſants, who had been taken by the ad- 
vanced guard, to be brought before him, gave 
them ſome preſents, and ſet them at liberty, on 
their promiſing to tell the Caciques of Tepeaca in 
his name, that he was come to revenge the death 
of the Spaniards, whom they had treacherouſly 
murdered, yet if they would join him and his 
a'lies againſt the AZexicans, he would pardon what 
was patled, and conſider them as friends. With 
this meſſage the Iudians departed, and returned 
the next day with an anſwer, in which all 
terms of peace were rejected, and the Spaniard 
threatened with being carried to the altars of 
their Gads. The Tepcarans now took the field 
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in order to ſtop their march, and formed an am- 
buſcade in ſome fields of maize, which might 
have turned to thor acviitic, had not their 
impatience occalloned the: being diicovered by 
Cortes, when at a confüderanne dilance. He 
however march on as if be d not the lcaſt 
ſuſpicion; but ſuddenly wheelny Hut, attacked 
them wich great tu; „ and medi 2 protigiuus 
laughter. The battle Hon bechine genial 
but though the Tetew. ans i unht with piea Ura- 
rery, they were ſoon tnrowu into confulion, and 
being delerted by their Mexican uss. were t- 
tally routed, with the Jols of aimodl their whole 
army. They therefore the fame night ſent de- 
puties to implote the mercy of the conquerors, 
The next dav Cy: ts inarchcd with lis arms, 
into the city, where the inhabitants threw t).em- 
ſelves at his ſect with marks of extreme fear 
But upon his orderiug his interpreters to pro- 
caim King Charles, and a general pardon in 
the name of that Piince, their apprehentions 
were converted into jon, and they intreated Cyr - 
tes to take their cicy into his protection, that 
they might never more be induenced by the 
Mexicans to renounce their treaty with the S- 
nir. Cartes inſtantly took advantage of this 
requeſt, fortified the city with paliſadoes and a 
tench, and built a kind of Citadel to keep them 
in obedience, and ſecure the padage to Fora 
Gaz. But before this work was begun, he ſent 
all the priſoners who had been takten in the bat- 
de, to Tlaſcala, where, by his Cizefion, they 
were publickly fold for ſlaves. 
S 2 | Same 
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Some time atter Mctencal arrived with 35,009 
more troops, v ben Cortes, in order to keep them 
employed, ſent different detachments under the 
conduct of Sau oficers, to reduce ſome 
of the province of Yeyeaca, tom whence 1 
retmin. d victorious, alter they had inriched 
themſelves with a conl:derable booty, and a 
great number of captives, who were alſo fold 
tor ilavcs. 

Dretladaa Emperor of Mexico, dying about 
this time, the clectors conferred the imperial 
dignity upon a ˙ . ſon-in law to A te- 
uma, a young, Prince of ęicat tagacity, who 
immediately encouraned the ſoldieis with re- 
wards and conſiderable privileges ; treated his 
nobles with afability, aud ex-mpted his ſubjects 
from all tribute during the continuance of the 
wor ; made preſents to the Cac;ques on his 
frontiers, in order to Conkrm them in their 
fidelity, and ſent an amy of zo, co men lor 
their ſupport. 

Cortes received an account of theſe tranſacti- 
ons from ſome deputies from the Cacique of 
Guacachn/a, a populous and warlike city, fitu- 
ated in the road to Nic, who came to com- 
plain of the ty ranby of the Mexicans, and to 
implore the afliftance of the Spaniards againk 
them. As Cortes made no doubt of this Cacique's 
ſincerity, and thought it highly neceſſary to 
expel the enemy from ſuch an important place, 
he immediately formed a body of 30,000 Tiaf- 
calans, with 300 Spaniards, and 13 horſe, and 
the next morning ſent this army with the en- 
voys of Guacachula, under the command of Ci, 
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toval de Olid, who was directed to repulſe the 
enemy, and i.e polifſion of the town They 
roceeded very cheartully for fix leagues, when 
— about that diſtance from Guacachula, they 
were told by the peaſants, that the Emperor of 
Mexico was marching againſt them with all h's 
forces, and this report made ſuch an impre{- 
fron upon Narvaez's ſoldiers, that they po- 
ſitively refuſed to procecd, ard De Oiid found 
it very difiicr]t to prevail on them to break this 
reſolution. This diſpute was ſcarcely ended, 
when ſeveral bodies of armed men were ſcen ad- 
vancing towards t from the mountains with 
great expedition. Upon which De O inſtant- 
Iy drew up his people in order of Latile. Heu- 
ever ſome ho ſe which he had ſent out for intci.:- 
gence, ſoon informed bim, that theſe /xd:ans 
were commanded by the Cacique of GA, 
ard ſome of bis ucighbours, whoſe domiricrs 
had been 1avaged by the Mexican, and who 
were coming to aſũſt the Spaniards. Ihe 7 laf- 
talars however ſuſpected their motive, aud per- 
ſwaded the Sranzaras that they were rot to be 
truſted, as they were probably ſent by the MMexi- 
cazzs in order to fall upon the Spaniards dur 
the engagement. This opinion had ſuch an 
effect upon De Old, that he immediately cauſed 
the Cacigues to be ſeized, and ſent in irons to 
Cartes, who continued at Tefcaca. This incon- 
liderate action however produced no ill conſe- 
quence, for as the [:dians really came with a 
deſign to afiit Cortes, they refolved to wait 
tiently for his determination, which they 
ped would do juſtice to their ſincerity, and 
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indeed they were not diſappointed. Cortes 
peared equally diipicaſed, and concerned at 
{eeing the Caciqurs in chains, and in{tantly or- 
dered their fetters to be krocked off, received 
them in the moſt friendly manner, and made an 
a pology for the raſhneſ of his Captain, whom 
ie promited to reprimand, and then ſet out 
with them in perſon to take the command of the 
troops. i 

(artes no ſooner arrived at the camp, than 
every thing like mutiny diſappeared ; he blamed 
D- ud for his incorſiderate behaviour, and 
joining his new allies marched directly towards 
CGancachula. The Mexicans beirg informed of 
his motions, advanced between him and the 
city. ard began the battle with great ſury, 
when the Cac:ques of Gzacarhula taking advan- 
tage of this opportunity, fell ſuddenly upon the 
rear of the PMexicans, who in a little more than 
half an hover were intirely defeated. I he —_ 
ards then entered the city, where they took up 
their quarters, while the Vlaſcaluns, and the 
other confederates, whoſe number was continu- 
ally increaſing, ſtaid without the wall, and many 
other Caciques joining them, Cortes's army, 
ſoon after the battle, amounted to 120,009 
men. 

Cortes now reſolved to reduce 7-ucar, a town 
naturally of great ſtrength, fortified with walls and 
ravelins, defended in front by a river, and gar- 
riſoned with 10,000 Mexicans, who had broke 
down the bridge in order to diſpute the paſlage. 
Notwithſtanding theſe diſcouraging circumſtances, 


De Olia, who commanded the vanguard, at: 
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attempted to croſs the river, and though his horte 
was killed under him, and himſelf wounded in 
the thigh, be with his troops gained the oppotite 
dank, and drove tac enemy into the city, Mich 
they mace a ſhew of defendirg, ; but the Spamards 
had ſcarce received orders for the attack, when the 
cries of the enemy ivddenly ceated ; the gar- 
nion diſa pes ted. and the city was forlaken by 
the inhabitan ; but {ome of the fugitives, being 
brought back, were inſtant y diicharged with the 
offer of a parugn and good treatment to all who 
tould return to their huuics, and this had ſuch 
an effect, that the town was almoſt filled the ſame 
day. The ſpoil obtained i, {oth theſe actions 
Cortes diſtributed among his new allies, aud then 
returned with the T/a/calans to Tetaca, where 
the fort and ſettlement was now corapleated, 
to which he gave the name of Cegura de la 
Frontera. | 
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ſome proviſions and ammunition, ard wo horles, 
ent by Diego ae Felaſgacs to Nav cnt undet 
- UP 
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the command of Pe; de Porba. Pedro de Caa 
vallero, whe comm: ndead foie troops on the 
coaſt, dilcoverirg this veel, put off from ſliore 
in a boat, and ſaluted the new comers with 
£.reat civility, when Petr: 12 Barka e::QU:71n 
after Narwarz, he replied without hefication, 
that he was well and in great proifer:ity; for 
all thoic countries had ſubriittad to him, while 
Cortes, wita a few of his followers, had fied to 
the mountains. De Burda hang deccived by this 
intelligence, landed without diffi uit, and was 
conducted to Fera Cruz, where finding himſelf 
outwitted, he readily embraced Cortes intereſt, 
and received the command of a company of 
Crois-bows. After which Curtes gained the 
affections of the ſoldiers, by making them pre- 
ſents, with which they were ſo pleaſed, that 
they readily enliſted in his fcrvice. He then 
read the letter intended for Narwvaez, in which 
Felaſpuez promiled to fend him powerful ſuc- 
cours, and ordered him to traniport Cortes to 
Cuba, that he might be conveyed as a criminal 
to Spain, where the biſhop of Burges intended 
to make a public example of him in the moſt 
ignominious manner. 

Eight days after a ſecond ſhip arrived with 
eight ſoldiers more, and a conſiderable quantity 
of ums and ammunition, and the officer who 
commanded this veſſel, being alſo trepanned by 
Cawallero, and ſent to Segura, both he and his 
men alfo entered into the ſervice of Cortes. 

As the General was reſolved to make a new 
attempt to conquer Mexico, he formed the ſcheme 
of building 12 or 13 brigantines that ſhould 
be able to reliſt the /ndian canoes, in order to 
eſcape 
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eſcape the danger of paſſing the cauſeways, and 
the ie he propoted to carry in pic ces on the ſhoul- 
ders of the /ndian carriers, over the mountains of 
Tlajcala, to a river in the neighLou; hood of the 
lake. This fingular project he communicated 
to Martin Lofcz, who not only approved of the 
deſign, but undertook to exccute it with the ut- 
molt facility, and was therefore immediately tent 
to Tlaſea/a with all the Sani carper.ters, and 
2 number of Iudians to cut wood. He at the ſame 
time employed many bands in extracdting pitch 
from trees that grew upon the mountains, and {ent 
others to the Volcano diucorered by Dag 4s Or- 
dex, from whence they broughtalarge quantity of 
ſalphur, which was made into gunpowder. Theſe 
previous ſteps being taken, Cortes left init: uctions 
with the new council of $7477, and having ap- 
pointed a commander of the garriion, which 
conſiſted of about twenty Spariyb io diers, ſet out 
for Tlaſcala. 

It has been already obſerved, that Fanciſco 
4 Garay, governor of Jamaica, had ſent to or- 
der Cortes not to make any fet:lement on this 


coaſt, But notwithſtanding the diſappointment 


he met with in having his meſſengers ſcized, he 
now reſumed the enterprize, and tent three ſhips ; 
but his ſoldiers had no ſconer landed, than they 
were attacked with ſuch fury, by the [ndians, 
that they were obliged to return to their ſkips 
m great diſorder. His ſhips were afterwards 
ſeparated for ſome days, when, each of them 
leverally formed the ſame deſign, and without 
knowing the ſentiments of each other, arrived 
Umoſt at the ſame inſtant on the coaſt of Vera 
az, in order to ſerve under Cartes. The firſt 
| ; ſhip 
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ſhip that made land had fixty Span; foldiers on 
board, and was comma ded by Captain 1 
en 


the ſecond brought fſty men, and ſev 
under the command of a brave and experienced 
oticer named 01:24:e/ Dias de Cruz; and the 
third brought above 40 loldiers, ten horſes, and 
great plenty of arms and proviſions, and was 
commanded by Captain Rn e 

Tneſe people took the road to T/2/cala, and 
were reccived with joy by the General and ba 
people: but notwitaſtanding the acquiſition of 
lizxength, the ſoldiers brought by Narwvaez, were 
Mill unportunate for leave to return to the iſland 
of Cala and reminding Certes of the promiſe 
he had made beiore they ſet out on the expedi- 
tion to Tetacd. he was now the more inclined 
to giant them requeſt, tor his having received this 
rem!orcement of men, whom he imagined would 
be more (bedient to his command. He there» 
fore cauied proclamation to be made, that all who 
deſited to return ſhould be turniſhed with veſſels 
and other neceſſaries. Upon which the greateſt 
part of thoſe who came with Narwarsz, feizd 
this opportunity of returning to Cuba, a 
whom was Awdero de Duero, who had been Cortes; 
particular f. ic nd. 

Cortes having ditected Averadb to fee thele 
men embark, ſent orders to the confederates to 
get ready to march on the firit notice, and in 
the mean time reſolved to equip a veſſel, and 
ſend other agents to Spain, in order to for- 
ward the negotiations of Portocarrero, and Me- 
4%, and to defire them to ſend him an ac. 
count of his intereſt at court, about which he 
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was very anxious. For this purpoſe, he wrote 
2 memorial to the King, which contained an 
account of all the incidents that had bapyered, 
from the time of his marching out of Z:mpoalla, 
till his retreat to Taſcala, with an account at the 
wealth, power and extent of the Mexican Epe, 
and the alliances he had concluded with the I 
nations, as the moſt proper means of bringing that 
vaſt and fertile country under the dominion of 
Spain. He deſired ſpeedy juſtice ayainit the 
ings of Diego de Velaſquez and Franciſco 
4 Garay, ſolicited ſuccours of men, hories, 
arms, and ammunition ; and beſought bis Ma- 
jelty to ſend ſome eccleſiallics of approved vir- 
tue, to aſhit father / O/med? in the converſion of 
the Iadians. The two councils of Vera Crit ard Se- 
gure, alſo wrote to his Majeſty on theſe iubjccts. 
Cortes intruſted theſe diſpatches to the care cf 
Diego de Ordaz and Alonzo de Me damm, who a 


having received private inſtruftiors to conceal! 
their commiſſion, till they ſhould find Certes's ſa- 
ther and the two agents, with whom they 
were to act in concert, and to give the greater 
weight to their joint ſollicitations, they carried a 
ſecond preſent for the Emperor, which conſiſled 
of gold and ſome curioſities. He at the ſaue 
time diſpatched Atnzo Dawi/ia, and Frarciſco 
Alvarez Chico with letters to the regulars of Se. 
Jerome, who preſided in the royal audience of 
St. Domingo, and had juriſdiction over all tte 


Charles I. King of Spain, had ſome time before been 


raiſed to the imperial throne, and was the fifth Emperv: 
of that name, 


Vol. II. T ande, 
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iſlands, and new diſcoveries on the main land, 
intreating their ſpeedy aſhflance in promoting 
his ſucceſs, and the interpoſition of their authn. 
ricy in putting a ſtop to the proceedings of Fe. 
la gucx and Garay ; and thete f.thers foon ſent 
him a favourable anſwer, in which they promiſed 
to ſupport the juſtice of his p:ctenſions to the 
King of Spain, and to check i the efforts of 
his rivals. + 

After a proſperous voyage, Ord: and 7 er. 
dA arrived at S-wilie, where they found the 
commithogers of trade had expreſs orders from 
the biſhop of Burgos, to impriion any one ſent 
from New ain, and to ſcize the gold and other 
merchandiſe brought from thenge. Therefore 
leaving the pieſent for the Emperor in the hands 
of thoſe judges, they thought themielves happy 
in cicaping with their letters and C:ſpaiches, 
and went in ſearch of Aturtin Cortes, and the 
two agents, who had been before ſent from Mexi- 


co. Theſe perſons they found at Muli, and 


being afterwards enc uraged by Aang the 
Cardinal-regent, to whom they ſhewed Cortes's 
letters, entered a proſecution againſt the biſhop 
of Burgos in his own court, and obtained a ver- 
dict in their favour. This ſentence being laid 
before the Emperor, who at this time was juit 
returned from Germany, it was approved by his 
Majeſty, and Hernando Cortes was declared a 
faithful ſubject; perpetual ſilence was ordered to 
be impoſed on Yelaſguez, with reſpect to any 
pretenſions to the conqueſt of New Spain, and he 
was only allowed to ſue for the money he had 
expended in fitting out Cores's fleet; ſeveral 
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mas of the royal favour were beſtowed on 
BMariin Cortes, ou account of his ſon's merit; 
ſome regulars were named for the converſhon of 
the Lidicrs, and a feet was ordered to be ſpecdily 
f:tcd out, with a tt.-pply of men, ammunition, 
and hortes. 

Crie: in the mean time received another on- 
expected tux ply of th.rteen Sar fo.wviers, who 
canie in ordert to ſeck their fortuncs, in a velle) 
that arrived at /'cra Cruz, laden with arms, 
porpoweer, and proviſions. e therefore re- 
folved to begin his march, and as the troops of 
his allies were already affembled, he did not 
chooſe to wait till the brigantines were firiſhed. 
It was agreed that their firſt attempt ſhou!d be 
made upon Tezerco, which being in the road 
from T /aſeala, and almoſt vpon the borders of 
the lake, they reſolved to fortily and mainta! 
25 a ſure rctieat, where they might be ſheltered 
from all the accidents of war. 

This reſolution being taken, C:rtes reviewed 
the Nantardt, who amounted to 540 ſoldiers, 
with 40 horſe, and nine pieces of artillery, that 
were brought on thore from the ſhips. This re- 
new was made with great oſtentation, in order 
to raiſe the admiration of the Indians, an innu- 
merable concourſe of whom were aſſembled to 
ſee the ſpectiacle, and they were ſo delighted 
with the fly ing colours, and the dexterity of the 
foldie;s in managing the horſes, handling their 
arms, and ſaluting the ocneral, that they filled 
the air with acclamations of applauſe. Arcoten- 
cal, at the head of io, co Y /aſcalars, compli- 
mented Cortes, by aprearing in his gayeſt accou- 

2 | temennts, 
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trements, and performed the Indian exerciſe 
with equal pomp and agility. All his Captains 
being adorned with variegated feathers, and 
jewels hanging at their ears and lips, they car- 
ried their two handed ſwords under the left 
arm, with the point upwards, and each was 
attended by a page who bore his ſhield, on 

which was repreſented in figures his own war- 
like atchievements. 

Cartes being ſenſible of the difficulty of go- 
verning an army compoſed of many different 
nations, without ſtrict diſcipline, formed ſeveral 
articles of war to be obſerved on pain of death, 
ſuch, as that no man ſhould draw his ſword 
againſt another, either in their quarters, or upon 
the march. That a Spaniard ſhould neither in 
word or action inſult a confederate Indian. That 
no man ſhould violate or abuſe a woman, tho' 
belonging to the enemy. That no ſoldier ſhould 
without leave quit the army to go and plunder, 
and that they ſhould not play away their horſes 
and arms. He alſo prokibited blaſphemy, 
ſwearing, and other crimes, on pain of infamy 
and degradation. Theſe orders being inter- 
preted to the commanders of the Indian troops, 
had a ſurprizing effect in reforming their diici- 
pine, and after a few examples had been made, 
tuey hehaved with the utmoit regularity and cir- 
cumſpection. 

Ine General having ſettled theſe wiſe regula- 
tions, and every thing being ready for the march, 
he cauſed the Sauri to be drawn up, and then 
made a ſpeech, in which he exhorted them to 
Lenave wich complaceacy to the poor — 
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who had fo wirnly cpoutcd their intezen, ard 
declared his intention to puniſh oftenders with 
all the rigour of military diiciphne ; reminded 
mem of the tionour they had already = quited; 
repreſented the harveil of glory that lay delve 
them, and protciica that he would upon 41 
occaſions reward ſuperior merit to the utmoull ot 
his ability and judgment. 

Aſter this {; cech, which was anivered witz 
hud acciamation:, he, on the ft of Inne 
in the year 1520, put his, ſelf at the head of the 
army, which conſiſted of 60,000 wen, and hav- 
ing before ſun-ſet marched fix Ieagucs, took up 
his quarters in Tezmeluco, a town on the confines 
of Ilexico, under the juriſd Eon of , 
who had proviced plenty of proviſions for the 
whole army. 'The next day they proceeded 
with all poſhble precaution into the enemies 
countrv, and being informed that the Dexicans 
were alicmbled on the other fide of a mountain, 
in the road to Tezeuco, halted all night in the 
open felds, making large fircs on account os 
the weather. Early in the morning they began 
to aſcend the mountain, which was overgrown 
with wood; but having proceeded about a league, 
they found the way blocked up with trees, and 
ſharp ſtakes fixed in the ſand, in order to wound 
the horſes. However theſe impediments were ſoon 
removed by a detachment of 2000 Tia/calans, 
and ſmail parties were ſent to guard againſt am- 
buſcades. Having marched two leagues farther, 
they arrived at the ſummit of the mountain, from 
which they had a view of the great lake of Mææi- 
co, and ſaw fires ſucceſſively kindled in the diſtant 

| ST 3 : towns. 
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towns, as ſignals of their approt ch. Then con- 
t:nuing their march ti they got clear of the 
woods. they deſericd the enemy's army at a great 
Ciltance. I: fled a large plain, through which 
ran a river ce cd from the neighbouring hills, 
and over it was laid a ſmall wooden bridge, 
which was leit as a deco ro the S'aniard:, hem 
they intended to attack before they could form 
on the other nde; but as Cortes advanced, their 
courage failed them, and they gradually retired 
f:om the paſs, till part of the Spaniard; had 
croſſed the bridge. when 20 horſe, and a body 
ot Il ſcalaus being detached to keep them in lar, 
tney Neg with great precipita ion, and toc k ſaciter 
among the rocks and mwunteins, whether Cortes 
dip not think fit to purſue them. 

That evening the traops took up their quar- 
ters in a plice within three Jeapucs of Texecco, 
and the next day continued their march, when 
they obſerved ten unarmed 7:4as halling to- 
wards them with a plate of gold f.timned totle 
top of a larce, as a ſignal of peace, Theſe wee 
Ambvafi»cors from the Cacicue of Terence, and 
can. e io beſcech Cæsies ro fparcch's c unity, and 
to admit him into the nuniber of his conte..crater, 
i hey let him know that he had proviicd good 
ovarters for the Sponiards in the city, and that 
Lis allics would be ſuppl'ed with all neceſſa-ies 
without the walls. Eeing examined in private, 
thcy tod Cortes that the pieſent Emperor had 
threatened their Prince with intulcrable opprel- 
for, on account of his having refuſed to vote 
jor him at his elzGicn, which h.:d made him re- 
ſolve to ſue for his protection. 
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This Prince was probably Cacumazin, who 
had deen dnp. fefied by Meotezuma, and refiored 
he new Emper'r on account of his inveteracy 
againſt the Spaniards, However this be, Cortes 
called a council of his cfhcers, let them krow 
the propoſals he had received, and that he 
doubted the Cacique's fincerity. Upon i ich 
it was reſolved to proceed with great precau ion. 
and in the mean time to embrace, with leenung 
pleature, the proferred alliance, in orcer to « b- 
tain a free entrance into the town, u here they 
might continue upon their guard, and at as (c- 
eahon ſhould require. Cortes the efore diſ- 
patched the Ambailigurs with thanks, and that 
night locged in a village by the town, which 
was deferted by its inhabitants. a circumſlance 
that inc rated the General's ſulpicion, e pect- 
ally as the Cacique did not come out to Congra- 
tulate him upoa hi arrival, Ta the morning he 
was freparinvg to attack the town, when he 
lound the gates open, and having entered w.ii- 
out refiitan-e, he advanced in order through the 
ſtreets 'til ne arrived at a large ſquare, in witch 
he drew up the grcateſt part of his man, while 
the ret guarded tne avenues. Ihe i habitants, 
who in teveral places appeared in crou de, had 
ail the frgrs of frar, and a+ there was not a 
woman to be ſeen, the General made no doubt 
cf their having formed ſome hot ile deſign, He 
therefore diipatched ſeveral Sper; oflicers, and 
ſome Tlaſcalans. to take pcſſeſſion of the chief 
temple, which being performed, they cbſcrved 
great numbers of the inhabitants flying, ſome to 
the mountains, ard others in cances to Bexico, 
whither 
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v hither the Cacique himſelf had retired, at. 


tended by a few ftullowe:s ; ior Cries was foon 
informed, that the Cacique finding on the te- 
turn of his Ambaſſadors, how iron; gly Cortes 
was ſupported by his Incian allies, was afraid of 
putting in execution a ſcheme he had formed for 
letting the Hauiardi into the city, where being 
zn full ſecurity, he thought they might be de- 
jiroyed in one night by the M-xirans, whom he 
had promiſed to admit in the dark for that purpce, 
Upon receiving this intelligence, Cortes reſolved 
to conciliate the affections of the people, by 
torbidding his foldiers, under the fevereſt penal- 
ties, to commit the leatt outrage ag inſt the in- 
Fabitants. All the Sponrards, and Part of the 
Haſcalans, he quartered in the Cacique*s Palace, 
while the reſt, to prevent incommoding the peo- 
ple, lodged in the neighbouring ſtreets, without 
entering the houſes. 

1he next morning ſome of the prieſts came 
with a petition in behalf of their Gods, to re- 
tan thanks for the moderation with which they 
had been treated, and to deſire permiiſion for 
the nobles to come and make an offer of their 


obcdience and friendſhip. This requeſt being 


granted, they came in great formality, headed 
by a youth of a genteel mien, who told Cortes, 
that he came with his friends to ſerve in his ar- 
my, and hoped they ſhould deſerve his protec- 
tion; Cortes embraced the young man, and hav- 
ing received his followers with marks of reſpect, 
retired with them to a private apartment, in or- 
der to aſk them ſome queſtions by means of his 
inter preters: when they Jet kim know, that 
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the youth was fon to the elder brother of Cacuma- 
zin, and heir to the crown, which that uſurper 
had poſſeſſed. after murdering the lawful Sove- 
reign, and that he had rendered himſelf odious 
by his tyranny and oppreſſion. Upon bearing 
theſe circumſtances, C:rtrs relolved to raiſe this 
young Prince to the throne, and the next day 
cauſed him to be crowned with great folemnity, 
when the people expreiſed their iatis ſaction by 
the loudeſt acclamations. In conſequence of thiz 
revolution, the city was ſoon repeopled by the 
return of thoſe families that had led to the 
mountains; the Mea ican were declared the 
enemies of the city, and the Spaniards revere 

a its bene factors. 
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ORT E 8, in order to facilitate his enter- 
prize upon Mace, ard to emplov his Ju- 
dian allies, now reialved to advance with part of 
his ſo:ces to the city of Hei 'ta, ſ.tuated fix 
Nag ues 
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leagucs nearer Arai G6, Ol the fide of the cauſe- 
way. Ile ſet out on this expedition, with zoo 
Spariards, and 10,cc0 1 !/c/ra. ans, leaving the 
military goverr ment of Y to Gygalo 4 
Sanda al. Ihe) began their march by the cauſe. 
way, ceſigning h:t to oileis themfelves of that 
part cf tie cy which was built upon it, 29 
to diſlodze the innabitants, with the artltcry 
and fire arms, flom ihe other part that was built 
on the lake. Put they ro foouer came within 
fight of [z'opala;o, than they were oppoſed by 
a body ct Sc Au. who fought with great 
bravery, ard then retircd into the city, where, 
without ſtay ing to defend the entrance, or ſhut 
up the gutes, they threw themiclves into the lake, 
and ſuddenly di.appeared. 

Cortes, fhnding that the gates were leſt open, 
entered the city, the higher part of which was 
entirely abandoned. ard propoſed to take up 
his quorters there for the rnit; but it no ſooner 
began to g ow dark, than ti.e S;paniard; perceived 
the canals oven How, and the water of the lake 
ruſting with great impetvofty from a number of 
fluices, which ovliped them to quit the place in 
the greateſt hurry to prevent the whole army 
beirg drowned. 

Cortes was extremely mortifed at the ſucceſs 
of this ſtratagem, and ſpert the night on a lit- 
tle riſirg ground, where the troops ſuſſered by 
the wetneſs of their clcat's ard the coldnefs of 
the weather, and at day break retreated towards 
Texzeuco, making his men march as faſt as pokibie, 
to keep them warm ; but the; had not advanc- 
ed far, when ſeeing themſelves purſued by a valt 

multitude 
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gulti ude of the chem, they were obliged to 


face abcut in order to {allain their ertack, 


which was very V1: let : the AMexic ans however 
being ſocn reputed with coy i:&r2ble lots, the 
any reſume g the marca ; but notwithllanging 
this, the encmy raily'd, and twice returned to the 
charge, by which they fo above Cg men. 
While Cee cott used at Treuce, many of 
the neighbouring C:ciours came to enter into an 


Alliance with un ag int tc Emperor of Mexico, , 


and amorg others, deputi-s arrived in great haſte 
from the provinces of Chaco ard Or mbz, to 
ſclicit aſſiu ance againſt an atuy of Alexican, 
that appeared upon the frontiers, in order to 
puniih them for having ent-red into an allianc: 
with the Spaniards. Cortes reſy!ving o p rant 
mem immediate afliflance, detached Garzalo de 


| Sandoval and Fr arciſco de Lugo with 200 Spaniards, 


is horſe, and a body of Tlaſca/ans, I heſe were 
attacked in their march by a body of Mexican, 
who lay in ambuſcace ; but though they were ea- 
fily routed, they afterwards aii mbled a formida- 
die army in the road; hewever Sandoval and g 
being apprized of their delign, advanced in great 
order, and though the Ae-xicans ruſhed upon them 
with much imnpe tuoſity, they met with ſo warm 
a reception from the fire- arms and croſs- bows, as 
put them to a ſtand, when the horſe advancing, 
were followed by the infantry and Tlaſcalan;, 
who ſoon threw them into confuſion, and being 
at the ſame time attacked in the rear by the 
troops cf Otumba and Chalco, they were entirely 

defeated, 
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defeated with a terrible ſlaughter. Eight of 
the mo!t conſiderabie perſons in the army were 
taken priloners, after which the Spaniards paſſed 
the night in the city of Chaſco, where they were 
entertained wita great hoſpitality ; and as the 
Cbalgucſe, tad long been at enmity with the 
Tlaſcalam, the Sparyb Captains ſeized this op- 
portunity of propoſing a peace between the 
two nations, which was alterwards confirmed 
by the Senate of Tiaſcala 
Sandeva and Lugo, having thus happily ter- 
minated this expedition, returned to Texzeucy, 
when Cortes ordered the eight Mexican priſonen 
to be brought before him, and received them 
in the midſt of his Captains with a look of 
great ſeverity, while they had all the marks 
of terror and contuon, expecting the pus iſh- 
ment they thovght inevitable; but he let them 
know, that though it was in his power to make 
them ſuffer for the barbarous cruc hies they had 
exerciied cn his people, he would convince 
them that the S/ariar!s were as much their ſu- 
periors in generoſity, as in valcur, and that be 
weuld grant them both life and liberty, if they 
would promiſe him to inſorm their Prince, that 
he was coming to Cemand ſatisſaction for their 
perkdiouſly attack ing him in his retreat from 
Mexico, iu direct oppoſition to the treaty which 
they themle:ves had propoſed and confirmed, 
But principally to revenge A7:teuma's death, 
and that his army being now augmented, he 
would in a ſhort time ſcek the Emperor in the 
micii of his court, and lay the city of Mexico 
in iis, enlels he would ſue for a peace, which 
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hou!d be granted on reaſonable terms. He 
then ordered the priſoners to be unchained, and 
to have a boat to carry them to Mexico by wa- 
ter, at which they threw themſelves at his feet, 
and promiſe.l not only to make the Emperor 
acquainted with what he faid; but to uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours to procure an accommoda- 
tion. 

Martin Lac about this time ſent word to 
Cortes that the bripantines were finiſhed, and 
that he would ſpeedily ſet forward with them, 
the republic of 7/2/cal/a having provided 10,000 
carriers, an 2000 to relieve the'e who ſhould 
be tired, be ſides thoſe appointed to carry the 
proviſions and ammuntitien; but that he thought 


— 


n 


it advix able to ſtuy in twe laſt town of the 7% 
| calaw for a convoy of Spaniards, fince it 
would not be fafz to paſs through the DM xicar 
territocies without any other force than that of 
the Indian allies, 

This news filled the army with joy, and Cortes 
immediately gave orders to Sandoval to march 
with 220 Spaniard;, 15 horſe, and ſome com- 
panies of 7/aſea/an; towards the territories of the 
republic, in order to conduct Lofez with bis 
materials to FTegence. This officer accordingly 
ſet out, but halted at Za peque, a mail town 
that reſuſed to ſubmit, and was the very place 
where the Spaziards were murdered in their way 
from era Cruz to Merico, for which reaſon he 
had orders to chlailiſe and reduce the inhabi- 
tants ; but they no ſooner perceived the detach- 
ment than they fl:4 to the mountains: when 
Sando va? entering the town, found written with 
Vor. II. U charcoal 
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chlarceel upon a wall; in 145 Souſe the aue 
Juan Juſtica_ «cas . 4h mary others of In 
and attrroa'd they found in one 
f tue templ.s, the heads of the Sparta: ds, 
dried to rette tem from putzefaRtion, 


Cc 7 en,, 


This Grew ty „ht = q the Spaniard, with 
loge. and $2.42 sies to purifh the in- 


Habitants with the utmeſt rigour. At this in- 
Rant ſeveral companies that had been detached 
in pas uit of the fugitives, ictuthed with a great 
nun. ber of men, women aid ci.i dien, aher 
having billed upon the mountains ail who reuſed 
to furiencer. Theic boor Cicatures Half dead 
ich fear, ia:plored the mercy of the arri 
by their tears and cuscries, aud oon moved 
them to compaſion. Cort vat ptivauly de ſued 
the officers to intercede in their behalf, that they 
might ſet the greater value upon their pardon, 
which he at lcagth granted, and received the 
ſubmiſſion of tie Cactoue and principal citiz2ns, 
who afterwards ſtriftiy adhered to the Span 

ads. 
he remains of the murdered Spauiardi bo- 
ing decently interred, Sanaa continued his 
march to the frontiers of Jh cala, where Mar- 
tin Lee received him witn joy, He had with 
him a young officer called Ci: mecal, who 
commanded the Ju reinforcement, and 
had been with difiiculty perſuaced to wait for 
the S Hani detachment, he being extremely de- 
ſirous or Eiltirguiſhing himſelf againſt the exi- 
cans. The men having been allowed ſufficient 
time for reſt and refreſhment, Sandoval prepared 
for marching back to Te:exco, when Chi- 
cbemecal 
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| Cured on their flanks ſermid the min bv 
| while the r2ar was bro at up by the res re- 
| inforcement. In this order tay mucke: 1 
the Mexican territories, W rut Ling 3 ene d 
{ by the eremy. theugl d. ff ch bf 27, 
cans frequent! appar} on tie diil.nt hilts 
Oa their approach! ag 7excco, they wore met 
by Corte: ard the Cicique of that city, ard 
made their entrance into ie, rell the accl⸗- 
mation: of the „he atay, a rullich ell the 
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, matzriais were f-1 ly Gord in a lage woke 
, houſe prepared for tit pur paſe reac the caca!ls, 
| Cortes, being inf lei tat the vil'ts could 
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the nubles of Jezeuce; 15,000 Thofen uns, un— 
er the command ct ( rc, aid bit 
c commanded b X-corence!, ard bonn his 
march rowird. Yale, a town five le 1022S 
hom Tezerco ; ſituated upon one of the tall 
kkes that diſcharged themtelves into the 9723 


ke of Mexico, rc lolo ing to challiſe the na- 
diants, for returning an inſolent anſwer, and 
7 die the mctff-ru.rs he had ſrt to require 
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their obedience. lie found the Mexicans drawn 
up in orger of battle at a {mall diſtance from the 
town ; but after the firit diſcharge cf the fire- 
arms and crefs bows, the horſe ruſhed in amonoſt 
them, put them into diſarder, and they were 
ſoon entirely deicated, with a great flaugnter; 
theſe wito Lorvivec Nvire to the mountains. 
After chis vieory C rtcs deterred making an 
aff.uit upor the town "till the next Cay. But 
the enterpriſe was found much more difficult 
than was imagined, for it vas ſituated in 
the lake, and the briege or cauſeway bein 
Lioke cown, it Kas entirely ſurrounded with 
tei, whence it would have been impc ſſible to 
have carried tlie place, had not Cartes been in- 
formed by one of the Jaatans of I. that a 
little higher the lake was fordable, He imme- 
diately ordered two companies of Spaniards, 
ſupported by a large number of the allies, to 
paſs over, which they performed in ſpite of the 
enemy. who boldly defended the paſſage with 
their ſlings and arrows, and obliged every man 
to fight while he was up to the middle in water; 
but ti.2 Nea icaus were no ſooner Criven from the 
ſucre, and obſerved the Spaniards drawing up in 
2 plain roar the town, than zetiring with preci- 
P:tation to their cances, they left the place un- 
euirded, upon which the Spariards entered with- 
Gut oppoſition. 
plunder the town, in order to puniſh the inba- 
bitants: but they had left very little behind 
them: however ſome loads of corn and ſalt were 
trau ported to the army, with cuuſideiable quan- 
£17205 
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tities of cotton cloths, and ſome jewels, which 
had not been conccaied ; hre was then iet to the 
principal temples, in order to ſtrike terror into 
the fugitives ; after which the army repaſſ.d tie 
ford. 

Corte: then continued his march, a d fourd 
ſeveral towns fituated upon the lake, that had 
been abandun'd by the inhab tints, in each of 
which be lecged 2ne night, in order to make 
obſervations, ard after vards retired without ſuf- 
ſcring any damage to be done to the buildings, 
to ſh-w the /rdivn; that he never uicd rigour, 
but win he met with retitance. 

He now advanced towards Facula, a 
place of greut importance on account cf its be- 
ing nearer to Vexzco than any of the other towns 
upon the lake; but he on'y Gelinr1ed to take a 
view of it in order to form ſome ſcheme for at- 
tack ing it at a more convenient opportunity. Upon 
his approaching the town, he obſerved a vaſt 
multitude of the enemy, and in an inſtant they 
peured in upon bim with their u ual im etuoſity; 
but after ſeveral ineffectual (Forts they fled, and 
were purived with great ſlaughter. "Che Spani- 
ard; paſſed the ni ſit in the field of battle, and 
the next morning were again aſlaulted by the 
enemy, vnd on their being once more rated, 
fied into Tacuba, and being cloſely purſued, 
iome of the Spaniards and ailies entered with 
them; and maintained the fight v.ikin the city, 
till night approaching, Cortes ordered them to 
be called back, ard 1» ſct fire to the houſes in 
order to employ the Mexicans, and give the Spa- 
niard time to make their retreat. 
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Cortes ſtaid five days in tin place, dir 
w hich he was frequently attacked by the Trdians, 
who were always diiven back to the city with 
great lois, whence he began to ctrtain hopes 
of catiy ing the town after the puuiifon ſhould be 
waſted by theſe diurnal fal:ics. At length he 
obſerved a conſiderable bey of MVexricans ad- 
vancing on the cauſeway, aud having permitted 
a part of them to paſs and draw up en the main 
lard, he charged them with great fury, when 
a'ter a faint reſiſlarce, they tied towards the 
cauſeway, and he following, teil into the ſnare 
they had laid for him; for his tr ops were no 
ſ oer crowded en this narrow pavement, than 
the Alrxicons faced alout, v hie im umetable ca- 
Dees and Ge of 2 Alco, 1112 t2v.icd boch 
ſides of the carſewev, by .ch means the Ha- 
„iar di were at tune fame time a:ilacked in front, 
flank and rcar. What rendered their ſituation 
ſtiii more dangerous, many of the Lexicon were 
armed with long {pear:, peiated with the ſwords 
tacy had taken from tae uiifortunate ſoldiers, 
who had been killed in their retreat from that 
city. In this emergercy Czrtes icrmed a front 
every way, made great harcck among the ene- 
my, ard at lergth b:cught off bis troops, many 
of whom were wounded, and a pair of colours 
in great Carger of beit guaken. 

Crtrs beirg ſenſible of the difficulty of re- 
ducing Tacuba, ieturred to 7 c2uco, where he had 
the tatisfaQtion of learning that a veſſel was arri- 
ved at Fera Crux, laden with a great quantity 
of arms, and ammunition, with a perſon on board 


named Julian ge Alderete, who came in the cha- 
| racter 
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ng ncter of the King's Treafurer, and ſome S; amy 


TA ſoldiers ot Gittincton, win inſtagtly marched to 
ith Tlaſcala. ware bun y obained an e:cort Which 
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en + Sandoval aint thrce Lies over a Mexican 


Le Army. Comes marche to Suchiinileo, makes a“ 
re an tec fall à terre ts feat a A entain d feu 
no by the Mexcans; Gl a Mexican me 
an 6 4715 a et 1779 7 he e Sucnimilco, 4 
A fares lh ( ty, ace he narro. ls E/Capeis being 
h cariica i rifouer {3 Mexico. 

2- 

it, A BOC FT ti: tne the Caciques of Chake 
on and V /iis ſending 1.24 :ngers to Cortes 
re to de ſire hie aft abc, anmalt a powerful army 
ds of Mexicans, he creed Senft mach with 
Sy a body of forces to their reliaf. Tie Aexicars 
at ' had fortified henſelves in i me hollow wos, where 
nt they were Heure from hing attacked by the here, 
e- whence Van,; with great difficulty diſlodged 
y then they however rallied upon the plain, 


where they again lon gave way, and diſperſed; 
but the Soenierds pur uirg them, made ſach a 
terrible ſtlaughiter, that the grcateſt part of them 
a Were cut 19 vitrces. 

= Immediately after, Sardcwal being informed 
ty 4 that a body of 14 cr 15,000 Mexicans were ad- 
rd vancing towards him, the troops wr: called in 
a | from the purſuit, and being again ranged in order 
= of battle, marched to meet them; but theſe freſh 
forces, 
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. ee. being bon routed, fi 4 in great conſuſion 
to the town ot Guaiinfeque ; the Opaninrd, t n- 
tzred the place at the fume time, ard dwidin 
iato ſeveral ſtreets, arvie out the enen with a 
terrible ſlaughter. Saas da atluwed the toldiers 
to viunder the plice, but ſoon after the Cac'que and 
principal inhabſtants making their ſubmiſſion, 
0.7% ial togk them into nis proteta WM. 

The next day, Sandjval bury informed 
that the AM. AC who had etcaped from the 
two laſt engagements, had rendezvouſed at Ca- 
pit:lan, he marchea immzdiately to that town, 
which was ſiruutcd on the top of a woh rock, 
wherce the Mexicans, ; trulling to their lituation, 
c xalperated the Spaniard; by their reproaches. 
Sandovel ordeted the trocps of CH and 7 lajeala 
to advance, on account of their being accutomed 
to thole rugged paties ; but they did not obey 
him with their ufual alactity. til he cherving 
their backwardneis, began to mount the rocks at 
we head of the OPantas, vwacn his example ani- 
mated them to {uch a degree, that they claubered 
up with furprifing intrepidity. The Dexicars 
{:.cing this retired with mails of de ſcondence into 
the town, but were aftervards driven out to the 
very edge of the precipice, and ail who did not 
throw themſelves down, were put to the 
ſxord. | 

Saad val in theſe three engagements deſlroyed 
the Mexican army to a man. However the Empe- 
ror ordered a new army to march, over whom the 
Chalueſes, after a deſperate action, obtained a 
compleat victory. | 
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Cartes row reſolved to penetrate in perſon as 
far as Suchimilco, a town upon the lake, with 
2 broad cauſeway, which joined thoſe that led 
to Mexico, and this was a ſeaſonable relief to the 
Chalgucſs, who had diſcovered a new army of 
Mexicans on that file. The confederate Ca- 
ciques were already al-mvl:d in the city of 
Cale, when Cortes unexpettedly arrived, and 
filed the city with joy and gratitude, That 
General being then told by the Jadian ſcouts 
that the Aexicars had taken poſſe ſſion of ſome 
a'moſt inacceſſid e mountains on the road to 
Suchimilco, marched directly to a town which 
he found deſerted by its inhabitants, and in 
which he ſpent the nig:t. The next morning 
he entered the muuntainous country by a nar- 
row ard difficult path ; while the M-cicans ſnewed 
themſelves from the tops cf the eminenccs 
on each five. Ihe army marched till they ar- 
rived at an opening. U hers Cartes ordered the 
men to attack a cunſiderib'e fortreſs where the 
enemy appeared in great numbers; and with- 
out waiting to chule the Icalt difficult path, 
commana.d Polo % Barba and Bernal Diaz te 
Cajilh to a4 in the attack. The Vexicans at 
frit retired in een. ing coniultong bat when the 
Shania e had maunted to the mott dangerous 
part „ the precipice, they ſuddenly returned 
with h-dious outcrics, and rolled down large 
Rones, which bore down every thing in their 
way. Cortes then ſeeing the iinpoſubilu of ſue- 
ceedinz, gave orders jer their reucat, upon 
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which they retired with the e of four /- 
ard; Kilo, ard a nuwber of them wunde d. 

Cortes now ordered the army to mn, and in 
order o anure tue Alcxicans, Lid pen bis 
flanke, and then fſucderiy turned the x: upon 
them, but vas urable to Co them mech Camage 
en account of the {wiitreis of their . alt, -r.d 
the thicxne's of the woods. I. ie above at ihe 
lame tin.c abar dened ten ſeitif ation ard fol- 
Icued at a diilance. Cortes þ:ving proceeded 
a league and a half ſa-ther, perceived anotler 
fertrets parrifon'd by the enemy: but not chul. 
irg to attack it, ne ercampud near a ſorlaken 
village. Ihe Gencral the text naoroing taking 
a view of the enrry's poſt perceived an emi- 
nence within muſter ſhot, wiich the Mexicans 
Lad neplefted to cecupy ;; bat which was imme- 
diately ſcized by Aue ani Ir du o Barba, with 
the invſketeers, who mace tuch a 1uccefful ſire, 
that the Aexicans filled with terror, fed to the 
diftant parts of the country. 

Cortes row muched to Gun atrque: beit be- 
fore he reached it, the Caciqu: with the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, invited him ard the icſt of 
the Couniards to lodge there, to which he ca. 
dily contented. hey kad however but little 
time to enjoy the pleaſurcs of this rece, for 
the General being in:ormed that the ener. had 
haited at Quatiavaca, to diſpute his prilige yer 
a hollow way filled with water, crete the army 
to march thither. The paſſige ſcemed imprac - 
ticable ; but Cortes Charged the enemy with the 
fire · am and arrows, ard ordered two or three 
bridges to be made of long trees, wh Ch bong 
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kid acroſs the Chalin, aff del a patave for the in- 
fantrv, which the Acricans (ning, attacked thole 
who hid jail: over, with ſuen fury that they 
corld hardly ſtand their ground 3 and were in 
the mult im ninent Coanper, whin Cortes, Alverada, 
Od. and abi Came to the if afnitnce with the 
horte, who, together win ſome Tlfcalon, 
charged the enemy wit: ſuch inpe:uaoſity. 
that they were kinmediate'y drforted, routed, 
and p:irſzed to the mountains with great 
| nahter. 

Farly the next morning Cortes marched to- 
wards Suchi;riſco; the firit diy they wen! throug 21 
a Chile three leagues lung, and at t took 
up their guarters in ſome houles near ine road. 
At day break the * proceeded on their march, 
and pere cived the Mericars drawn up in A 
plain, wita a large and rapid river in tae front. 
Cy tes extended the troo”s of the alſies alon 
the bank of the river, and while bath ſides made 
ſome diſcharges at each other with little effect, 
commanded the Spamarts to tire the bridge 
that was between them; but they met with {ach 
an obilinate refiſliovce, thut: they were twice re- 
pulſed. However returning the third time, 
they gained the pf. which 1» diſcouraged the 
Blexicans that thiy began to fly in great dil- 
order. : 

The Szaniards inſtantly formed upon the 
ground the 1M-xicans had quitted, and being 
joined by ſeveral bodies of the allies ho had 
ſwam over the river, advanced towalds the 
Mexicans who had halted ncar the City, and fell 
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upon them with ſuch reſolution as they were 
entering the gates, that they mace a very great 
ſlaughter, Cortes then leaving part of his troops 
to ſecure a retreat, entered with the fugitives, 
and ordering ſome companics to force the bar- 
ricadces in the ſtreets on the right and left, 
advanced to the principal avenues, where the 
enemy had their greateſt force. Inis, he with 
ſome difficulty ſurmounted, and ruthed forwards 
into a multitude of the enemy, but inſtantiy 
finding himſelf ſurrounded, and his retreat cut 
oft, he ſupported himſelf for ſome time, till 
his horſe falling, he was in extreme danger, ard 
nothirg ſaved him, but the great dcfire of the 
Mexicans to ſeize him alive for a preſent to 
the Emperor ; but before they cou'd carry him 
off, Chriſfoval de Olea, a common ſoldier of 
diſtinguiſhed bravery, ſeeirg his dillicſs, ard 
callirg to ſome 7lafcalans, who were fighting 
near him, put himſelf at tl. Cr head. and forced 
his way to the place with ſuch teſolution. that 
he killed the Mexicans who had ſeized Cortes, 
and he having thus recovercd bis liberty, with 
orly two flight wounds, puſhed the enemy ſo 
viz0:ouſly, that they fled to that part of the 
city which was built in the water, and left the 
Spaniards maſters of all the fireets upon the firm 
land. 

The troops without the gates were in the mean 
while warmly attacked by a body of 10,000 
Mexicans, who fought ſor ſome time with great 
obſtinacy, but were at length glad to return with 
eonſiderable loſs. 

This ſucceſs made Cortes maſter of all the 


ſtreets and buildings on the firm lard, and bav- 
ing 
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ing placed ſufficicrt guards by the water fide, 
he ordered an cfiicer and 20 or 30 ſoldiers to 
keep watch on the top of the principal temple. 
Near the cloſe oi the evenirg they diicovered a- 
bout 2000 armed canoes advancing with great 
ſpzed from Mexico, upon winch the guards at the 
landing places were immediately doubled, and in 
the morning about 15,cco of the enemy landed 
at a conſiderable diſtance from the city. Cortes 
immediately marched out and charged them with 
ſaci impetuoſity, that they were routed at the firit 
attack, and the whole action appeared rather a 
che. tl. an a victory. 

Cotes having ee utinued four days at Suc'imil:o, 
retired i dd order, with the f{ar:fation of 
bas ir 3 acchinpliſhed the end of his expedition, 
by taki ga view of that city and wearxning the 
force ct tie enemy ; he was however inwardly 
Gliati:fhed {+ bis haviog laſt nice or ten Spaniards 
in this expedition. For beixies thoſe who were 
killed in attempting to ſcale the mountain, three 
or four were taken alive, while they were pil- 
hyinz one of the houſes at Suchimilco, and two 
of his ſervants fell into an ainbaſcade, by im- 


prudently ſeparatirg from the army. 
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The P:;iocntices rot neo \y for [ating on the Lale. 
A. P.'y to afſcirate ile General hi prin- 
cia O e dict; Ricutencal ares Cor- 
tes c retwn lime, bat is prerſued and Filled, 
The J. nes 2 4 7 on ile Lake, and at. 
tacied by A co Cane, nf! ff whih are dt. 
reed. Jun Atlact made uten the tin ee Cauſt- 
ways at re iu. hich th SPenieyd are fa- 
fonably i by tle Prigantines ; i clear 
the Lake of the Mex.cans, vio ofieracards 
imd au. feunal « ire . to di lhe Spanis 
Ads. 


O O H after Ct return to Teziuceo, a fol- 

dier u ho had been long in the ſervice, came 
to him with marks of fear and concern, and de- 
ſired a private auCierce, which being granted, 
he cave him all the particularts of a con'piracy 
that been formed in his abſence. The chief 
contriver of tis treacherous deſign was a private 
ſeld ier ramed Antari de Fillifana, who diſliking 
the enterprize againſt Misc, blamed the Ge- 
neral ſor his purſuit of that conqueſt, accuſing 
him of oblinacy ard raſhneſs. Firdirg that 
his fellow ſoldiers lifiened to his inſinuations, ke 
expreſled a de ſire of relinquiſhing the enterprize, 
and returving to Cuba ; but as it was impoſſible to 
do this without Cortes conſent, he, after hav- 
ing ſuſſicieutly founded his confederates, pro- 


poſed 
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ſed to them 1 ſcheme for +1: firatung the Ge- 
neral 21 all his principal cfacers, except Fas- 

eie erdut29, who nad m arried the ſi ter of Die) 
Jelaſyu . and u. 15 im (hey DID wed to con- 
fer the C1? comm., Willi ald give 4 
kind of f. c.iv2 to the mri. 2 = de biguly 
atreeane th tho Grovernar of C %%; but as they 
knew Ire to be a man of bon ur, they durit 
rot acquaint him wic their dein. la ſhort 
the aff iir vas man Ain fach d x: erity, that 
the num or the contoirators daily increaſed, 
and it wist lovoth aged, to fiign a packet 
flor L Cr ur with letters from Sr ain, and ta give 
it ine (cn when he was at table : trat they 
ſhould all go in together under the pretcuce of 
hearing the ncus, and while Cortes was reaving 
the fit letter, thy were to make vic of thæat ov- 
portunity to murder him and 4! his Irienus win 
their davgers. 

The per al havirg received this intelligence, 
went im media“ ly; witi two Alcallles, ani tome 
of his Captains to /. afani's quarters. where 
he ſound him with three or foar of his accom- 
plices, an having put him in icons, aud ordered 
every body to retire, white he examined kim in 
private. he took out of the wretch's boſom a 
paper hpned by all the contpirators, in which he 
found jome names that greatly iocreaied his 
corcern; bot concealing the paper from his 
friends, he ordered the 5 diere, who wee found 
with Villa io be put into another priſon, 
and then witidiew, Citegting the officers of jol- 
tice to proceed in his trial with all Pc 0 » diſ- 
patch, without taking notice of any of his ac- 

* com- 
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ccmpiices, and I iilaena being condemned to 
die, was the next morning ſcen hanging at the 
wii daw of his own Idging, fo that his guilt 
and runiſhment wer? made public at the fame 
time. But this being no time to ſatisfy jullice 
with the lives of ſo mary perions, Cortes pre- 
tended that Fillefara bod ivwillowed a paper 
which he believed contained the names of the 
conſpirators, and then aſſembling his Captains 
and ſoldiere, gave then a ſummary account of the 
deſign ageinſi his life, and the I.ves of man 
preſent ; {ail that he thouglit himſelf happy in 
not knowing Filli:fara's accomplices, and in- 
tr. ated his friends to enquire whether the Spanis 
ards had ary complaint to mabe againſt his pro- 
ccedings, becauſe he was ahgre all things de- 
ſircus of giving entire fati. {ion to his foldiers, 
and was ready to correct his on faults. At the 
{ame time he ordered the foliiers, who had been 
taken with Fillaſuræ to be ſet at liberty, and be- 
haved to the reſt of the conipirators as uſual, fo 
that thinking him igyor uit of their crime they 
af:erwards ferved hin with extracrdinary ci: cam- 
ſpection, in order to avert any ſuſſ icion of their 
hiclity. te however ized this opportunity of 
havirg tweive wen, commandtd by an e fficer, t9 
guar His peril, | 

Cortes was a few days after perplexed with 
another aff ir that gave kim vw fall diſtur- 
bance. MAtoorenend having conceived ſome diſ- 


guſt at Corres, reivlved to kate the army, and 
having aſmbled forme companies of Tiaſcalans 
who were attichzd to his intereſt, retired in the 
niglit, of which Cares being informed, ſent af- 
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ter him ſome nub'e Ia a of Jeg ννα to per- 
ſuade him to return; but Neotorcad an ger io 
provoked the Genera), that he Giipnicned thiice com- 

nies of Nhe with an adi ional t..rce of 
Jadians, with orders to take him priſoner. cor to 
kill him in caſe et refiitance. As he defended 
kimſelf to the tall, it was impracticatle to take 
him alive. and he no ſcober fell thin tn toldiers 
who fovolt with reluctance, read;ly 1.bmined 
and returned to ace, leaving their General 
havging on a tree, 

1 he biigantines being now ready, Cortes or- 
dered them to be launched and rigged, and then 
reveiwea tie & artarar, who amounted to 9 o 
men, n ir 200 of whom uſed tire arms and cr 
bows, the reit Mie a;zmed with fwrrd , buci:- 
lers, aud lances He had allo S0 horſe, and 
18 pieces of cannon, With a large quantity of 
ammunition. He then ordered, on bourd each 
veſſel, 20 Spaniards under the command of a 
Captain, with twelve rov/ers and one piece of 
artillery. | 

Cortes reſolvirg to take poſſeſſion at the 
fame time of the turee principal cauſeways: the 
expeditiun of Tacuba was intruſted to AH, 
who had 180 Sean foot, 30 horie, 30,000 
Da ſcalant, and two pieces of cannen. Une at- 
tack of the cauſeway called EQ la was com- 
mitted to Sandowal, who commanded 150 Sani- 
ard;, 24 horſc, two pieces of aitillery, and all 
the troops of Chalco, Chiula, and Cu c ingo, 
amounting to above 40, ooo men, and the attempt 
ppon Cigocan another of them was aſſigned to De 
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Olid, with 160 Spaniard, two pieces of cannen, 
and 30, ©OO com ſcderate [rd ans 

Alterads and Cid matched together as far ag 
Tucaba, which was abandoned by the i: hal itane, 
a+ where all the towns upon the he, wig were 


gone ty defend BMcxico. The two C 019 eim 
hac notice that the l ticant had neo cn. 
dera ble boy within halt a IC. of the city to 


cover the aque ducto that up, i Ait wita freſh 

water. Upon this inte lige: hy Narcucd thi. 
ther, and attcr a very Cb:luratc Baule, Grove the 
enemy from their pelt; bicke tue zqusdedte, 
and by this means cf.cily cut (if their 
abcr. 

Ou then warched to Carecan the other Cauſes 
ay; ard Cortes ha vir al DES Saudi time 
to 1exch Ictepaluiha en be Eαα with tae Cacique 
of Tezrucs arid his 1 brother, ard tock upon bim- 
{lf the command of the lake, after havirg left 
a ſum̃cient number of trohgs to cover his place 
of arms, and ſecure a communication with his 
quarters. IIis thirtecn brigar ies Deez Grawn 
up in a line, ad acomned with flag ard Hire mere, 
he approached dai, and then faitirg back 
chierved a prety y large caule, ſituated upon 2 
{mall iſlund which the enemy thought impreg- 
rable. Cuts landed here with 150 Spaniards, 
and drove the enemy, ho made a brave deſerce, 
into the callle, where tacy were ſo crow2ed, that 
having no rocm to manage their arms, they 
were cbliged to lurrender. The Sparriards then 
returned to their brigantines, in order to ſteet 
towards /ztatola;ta to aſſiſt Sard:vel, when they 
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obſerved a iet of 4CTO C210t5 4 aubſiyng en 
the lake. Co, l Grew up nis veflel, in the torin 
of an halt. mon, _ aivanced irvards the cu. 
roes, when a bretze of wind fudyenty ſpringing 
up, they beg: a tie a ach at 1 un ace Wit he 
artill ery, and then mal IC — ue af tneir ils, ran 
in among the Can ec: with tuch force as over ſet 
all that locd in their war, whitc their fiee-arms 
ard croG bow, made a ter;ihle Livzhter. Tie 
nobics of AZ iico, who hav moannet the goo C 
neces in the fron, mile lor on. tion; Dit 
moſt of theie being de.lcoyed. the ten were 
thrown into ſuch coufolion, thut they zun ! 
of each oti.cr, io that tl. grote Port +3; tnom 
over -· ſet, wen the br1zantines pativing We . 
ſerable remains of this ile: wich then cannm 
ſhot, forced them to take meter in the Cant. ot 
the city of AM. xi. > 

Cortes Pace the night near Texcaco, and ; 
the morning was prepaiirg to fail to /ztapalepe, 
when he diſcover: d a great number ot c2nves 
making toward; A- ard wel, ywinp. them, 
ſound De C::4 envayr d on the cauſeway with 
the enemy wao dzſerded it, and at the fame 
time with thc cane on each fide, agaiuſt each cf 
whom being GH. 1 gend to ma I Aa tront, he Wis 
hardly able to Keep tile ground he had gamed, The 
Mexicans had Gawen up > the bri ges on the cauſe- 
Ways towards the city, and mounting on them 
in ranks, charged from the top. he Sha- 
niards, were obliged to clear the ſe p. laces of de- 
ſence with their crols-bows, wittic faſcin?s were 
brought to fill the disch; but a pece of artillery 
being brough: up, it ſoon Cleared the — 
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De ud juſt made himſelf maſter of the fic} 
E::ch when the canoes arrived; but at the light 
of toe brigantities ail the I xicars fled with pre- 


Cipitaticn: ard the carocs. on the other fide, 
as ſoen as three b Pant: Ns had got thro? 
a wide pailige, retmed in ditorder, towards the 
City. 

ike t'icops paſted the night upon the cauſe- 
wiy, and in the merning piccecded on their 
mach with lutle or no oppolition, 'til they ap- 
proached the lait bridge. whick they found for- 
tihed with firong works, and the trenches that 
were cut in the fireets wrre deteried by a vaſt 
multitude of people. The aruilery from the 
brigur:mcs made a dreadiu: laughter of them, 
while De Oli bhavirg ruined the fortification of 
toe Cauſeway, and filled up the ditch, charged 
the M. xicans who had defended them]; and Cor- 
tes landing with 30 Srazinds, gave ſuch life to 
the attack, that the enemy quickiy turned their 
backs, and the chief ſtreet of Mexico was gained. 
The fugitives however took polleſiion of a 
temple near the erttance cf the city, and from 
this poſt they defizd the Spaniards ; but Cortes 
ordering three or four pieces of cannon to be 
landed, they were ſoon made ſenſible of their 
danger, and all that part of the city was for- 
ſaken; the next day Cortes retired along the 
cauſeway to Cayecan, guarded on each fide by his 
brigantines, fo that the enemy durſt not diſturb his 
march. 

Cortes then proceeded to 7ztapalapa, where 
he found Sandoval reduced to the laſt extremity. 
He had taken poſſeſſion of the buildiugs on the 


land, and had made great havock among an 
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1 in deir caroes; he had demolifhs 


ed ſome ron! , ard overtnrgwn two or thrice rein 

forcenm:it {om eic ſent to attack him by 
lend; ard that day the /:{tazs having aba uncd 
a large building. he reſolved to ſeize it, in or- 
der to enlarge "his quarters. Thi, iche ae le 
effected, by forming a paſge with {aicine:, but 
he had no jo net c ered the houſe with fome of 
bis peo, le, than a great number of cances which 
had !ain in ambuſh, advanced with a multitude 
of Aa, ant, Ml. o threw themiclves into the water, 
and d aging away the faſcines, cut off lis ꝛTctreat, 

by wh: ich mcans he was b: heged on all fdee, 
whit: the enemy diſcharged their zrros at mim 
ard 1445 men, 1:0m all the tert es and v nous 
of tie 2 ncig hoi 8 l. zuies. ie was ia 1.88 diſ- 
tres nen Cartes arrived, and ob. r tre valt 


— 


tumbei of canoes in the water n., drarced 

with vl poſſible ipeeo, ard lag ed his ait. l'ery 

with ch luce, that the enemy fled 11 great 

cim. ic loſs of the Aralcaes vp>a this 
occaſion was vers rreat, 

Cortes now Tei. ed to quit the pait lie wa: in, 
and to Qiipatch «74 val to Taptæg Ms u here 
there was arother Cauſeway, the 7 I 2330 n vs he re- 
ef would ef:fu. 1. cat of the cacmny” provi- 
hors, of which they 5 10 bee 8 0 be 1:2 A t. 
Sardauas advancing. and ſ. . the lte fore 
Aken, Iedged him if in it tout 7e HA. 
"he General tien failed to Tara te e- 
redo, who had met With vero” b 
2 the piace was Ceſerted 2: nis at 
de had, like De Olta, btn oulized to beat conn 
works, ard to fill up ditche. 
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Ce ferm re ved to put a ſop to all opera · 
tiens by iard. till be had mate bimſeif matter 
of th. l- K.: fer tl; prrpoic he prcrailed on the 
al:icd tan: to ca Nu Hun. ber of carces man. 
ned by tem tix ct ran, who with ihe bri⸗ 
gantines faing CG dir ug y out the lake, and 
alorg the iter CLMIEWLY 540 thera an cp- 
porturity of tk ing wnaty £94 loaded with pro- 
vilicr3 ard Mater, W.. itcuccy the b. f gd 0 
great Giitro Gs, 

The Alain row ſent carces to cleer the 
ditches, avd mace fali'es in the night on'y to 
alarm their evemies, and fatigue them by want 
of i}:cp, that they might afterv.arcs atiack them 
with the advantoge of triii treops. They a'fo 
built large piraguas firergthened wich 1 larks, 
in wWiica they f:cltercd themiclves from the 
ſhot in time of erprcement. ln theſe they came 
cut in the night, and Jay in ambuſh behicd a 
grove of ſecds in the il-ve, which cf. ctually 
cencealed thom ficm view : and deſiguing to 
draw thither the brigantires that cruized about 
the lake by two at a time, they provided three 
or four cances laden with provitiuns for a bait, 
and fixed a conſiderab!le number of large fakes 
in the water to Gilroy, or incumber the brigan- 
tines. 

Ihe next dey, as they expefted, two of the 
brigantines that attended Sanaedal began their 
cru ze, when the Mexicans ſent cut their canoes, 
Which as ſoon as they vere teen, pretended to 
fly and rctire among the reeds, and the brigan- 
tines giving chace, fell in among the Rakes, 
where they y.cre fo embarraild, that they could 

neither 
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neither move forward ner back ard. At the 
fame initant the piraguas came out and attacked 
them on all ſites with fuch fury, that the Spa- 
niardi matt have infa! ly periſhed. had not ſme 

rt {wimimers Cut away the lakes with h tete, 
and in the mean while thcy kept lach a fire 
upon the enemy, that almoſt all the pitu gun: were 
funk ; but this victory was not cht2insd before 
the briquntines had receive.) great da Af e. 
Cortes however re ivives tern this Hr⁴tagem 
inſt the enemy, and being ſome time aftcr 
inſo med that the AL. chu nad conccaled them- 
ſelves a ſecond time among the reed, he or- 
dered ſix brigantines to tier eff in the tight, 
and lic in ambuſh among another parcel of reeds, 
at a ſmall diſtance from tte eremy': an. huſcade. 
In the morning one ct twe briguntine; began 
her cruize, and di'covering the pus guns as if 
by accident, ibocd cit immediately. and pretend 
to fly towards tue place of the counter an buſ- 
cade, when ſhe was inftantly pu: ſued by the pi- 
raguas, till being at a convenient diit inge. tre 
other brigantines ſallied out, ard give them 
ſuch a terrible ſalute with their great guns, that 
at the very firſt ciſchorge they were almod all 
junk, and molt of the men periſhed. 


240 The Comquet ef MEXICO. 


SIS DSPLUIV PP OSSSDSD HH 
CHAP. Xix. 


Corte: offers a Veace if the Emtereor, bus his P rie 
prevent his ACCE"tr 7 . U i: <.1ich Cons 
mnkes ag neral 1'tack, ant er a! cb/tinate 
Hag ande. ut is 6160 d. 1. ger war; „Nee 
ts tack, A a 1 gen. "nt, and et tz 
FE wiper ar ta retire 29 tre 'arthelt Part of the 
C:43. { he En: For a 7 Li; $20 *-f 117e fix d 
in 4! Art held 0 OC, Ca „ ard Ke K. 91 5 Empire of 
Mexico OCkniavieds rs tr Sal je- tion t2 Spam. 
Cortes eximnd, bis Coroujt; tot e South-<eaz 
rebuild; Mexico, and e, in Spain. 


Ortes being informed that the b ſieged began 
8 to want proviſins, exerted lits utmoit di- 
ligence in cutting Gf all relic from the city, 
and in the mcan time Gini d two Mexican no- 
blemen, with a meſſize to ihe Emperor Gaat:- 
moz n With oveitures of peace. Upon which the 
Emperor was adviſed to ayree to the General's 
propoſals, This favourable diſpoſition was how- 
ever deſtroyed by the remonitrances of the 
prieſts ; inſomuch that Guarimz!: himſelf de- 
clared that to whatever diſtrets the city fhould 
be reduced, he would put the firſt man to death, 
who ſhould from thence? forward mention peace. 
Cortes was no ſooner informed of this, than he 
reſolved to carry fire and ſword into the city; and 
ſor that purpoſe ſent orders to the commanders of 
the troops of Tacuba and Tapeaguilla, while he _ 
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elf marched by the cauſeway of Cuyocan, ad 
the head of the troops commanded by Dec Ot. 
All obllacles were ſoon removed, and the troops 
advanced without any conſiderable op poſition 
to the laſt bridge, where the hu had broke 
down part of the cauſeway to inlaige the duch; 
and on the oppoſite bank they had raiſed a for- 
tikcat:on covered with planks; it was however 
ſoon deſtroyed by the artillery, and the enemy 
recired into the city. Thus the ſhore being let: 
free, Cortes ordered his men to land immedi— 
ately, and to take on ſhore the horſe and th:ec 
pieces of cannon, but before he advanced into 
the Rri.ets he gave orders to Jaan de Aiderete to 
ſtay behind, and fill up the ditch, while the bri- 
gantines were to approach the ſcene of action 
by the great canals, and to fire upon the cne- 
my. but ret no ſooner heard them engaged, 
than thinking his employment diſhonourable, 
he ruſhed forwards to have a ſhare in the battle, 
leaving the care of filling up the ditch to another 
oſnicer, who allo abandoned it for the ſame rea- 
ſon. "The Mexicans Rood the firſt charge, and 
behaved with great bravery, doing the Spaniaras 
confiderable damage from the windows and tops 


| ef the houſes. But ſuddenly, in the heat of the 


engagement, they quitted the ground, for Guati- 
mzin being informed that the great ditch was 
abandoned, reſolved to fall upon the Spaniards 
in their retreat. 
Cortes ſuſpected their intent, and having barely 
time to return to his quarters before night, be- 
In his retreat, after having ſet fire to ſeveral 
ouſes, from which he had ſuſtained ſome da- 
mage. The Spaniards had ſcarce began to march 
Vol. II. * back, 
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back, bcfore they were attacked on all ous by 
an iircdible number of choſen wa: TIOrS, u ho 
log ht with ſuch mtr. idity, thit thev Cilre- 
garded both the ire arms and crols-bhow «+, Cer: 794 
beins in formed that the ret: at was hindered 'by 
the Gitch, endeavoured to form his battali 
but coul not, becarfſe the chr Feder ates, be no 
in the tront, were the fit who arrived at at the 
duch, and had thiown therwles into it with 
ſuch confuiion, that they were deſt oyed by the 
M.>icars, who either wounde or drow nd them. 
The General was now leit v. | 
maintain the f.pht. when his toe bein o killed 
under him, Captoin Fra: 9 Gon Tun l. ghted 
to give him his, and was t. ben p:iforcr, with 
a paffibility of being refcucd. At length how- 
ever Cries got to the brigantincs, aud returned 
to his quarte ers, wounded, an | extremu!y morti- 
5 d at his def. at, above 1. lt being tu ken 
priſoncis. Upwards of 1809 7/ fcalcuis wei 
killed; one piece of cannon was of, and of the 
Sacriards ſcarce one eic d unwounded, 

A. ers and Serndowval entered the city by 
diſte ent ways at the ſame time with Cortes, and 
met with nearly the ſame ſucceſs, but they did 
not loſe above 22 Spaniards. 

The Mexicans celebrated the vi ictory with gre? 
rejoicings, and were ſo elevated wich their good 
fortune, that a little before break of day they 
advanced by the three cauſ-ways, to beat up the 
quarters, to ſet fre to the brigantines, and to com- 
pleat the deſtruction of the Epaniards. But the 
latter were well prepared to receive them; they 
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were repulſed by che artillery of the brigantines, 
and ſome pieces mounted at the Spaniſo lodgments, 
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which play'd upon the cauſeways, 
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7 Thc next day Cant caulcld a report to 
0 be ſpread, that Cres was Killed, Iloscxer, 
e- his allies foun recorered their fright, freth 
(i ( ccaurs came in, and teveral natters that 
7 bad huheito continued neuter, being ſenſtle 
3 !' of the d. Kress of Mexico, declared for the Sa- 
8 „ „%%. So that in a few davs, C:irirs ſound 


We hin ef at the head of aloe 2cc,oco men. 
3.53 


14.18 

be Au,, in the mean time Were not 
* p 8 0 . . 
ne ale, but frequently attacked the quarters both 


m. by day and night, thoupa they were always 
to repulies With Ife. The city vas ncw in 
<d the greateſt cilt: ts for wont of bread and water, 
cd 


which induced the General to procerd to action, 
1 eardas he had ieticred fo much in retreating, it 


* was agreed that the commander of cacn body 
cd of ©axir1.s loud endeavour to fiuy in that part 
U- of the city into Mich he ſhould penctrate. 
en | "This plan Leing approved, 4{ionrads and Sar- 
ec dhe began their march by day break from Ta- 
the | cala to 1 &peryuilla; Cartes advanced from Cuyo- 

can wich a body of troops commanded by Oiid; 
by while the bripantines and canoes were diſtributed 
and lo as to ſapport the thiee attacks. All the dif- 
did t.cultics weie ſurmounted as uſual, and the three 
Captatuz entering the city much about the fame 
rea time, fortified themtelves with the ruins of the 
ood houſes. 
hey This new method of proceeding filled the 
the Ii with conſe. nation, and entirely broke 
om- all their ricaſurcs. A council was immediately 
the | ſummoned at Gen- 1˙5 Palace; where it was | 
they rcloived to diſlodge the Spaniards, and their ar- 
= my being Civided into three bodies advanced to 
eNt5, 
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the attack, at break of day; but preprations 
having been made for their reception, they no 
ſooner approached, than the artillery began to 
play upon the avenucs, and made ſuch a terrible 
flaugbter of the van-guard, that they durſt not 


proceed ; when the Spariards ruling, upon them, 
they were ſuon routed and diſperſed, by which 
means they obtained better quarters for the en- 
ſuing night. The Spaniards twat continued were 
obliged, as they advanced, to deſtroy houſes, love] 
works, and fill up the trenches cut acroſs every 
ſtreet, and notwithilanding theſe obitrucions, 
all the three leaders in lefs than four davs came 
in ſight of the principal ſquare in the city where 
they had agreed to meet. Ad arrived firſt 
at this ſpacious ſquare, which was called Jlate- 
leuco, where he found the enemy endcavouring 
to make a ſtand, but he fell upon them with 
ſuch re(olution, that they immediately abandoned 
the ground, and retired in great coufuſion to the 
ſtreets on the oppoſite ſide. Obſerving at a ſinall 
diſlance a very large temple, the towers of which 
were poſſeſid by the enemy, he tamediately de- 
tached ſome companics to drive them from 
tzence, in order to ſecure his rear, which was 
performed with very hule oppolition. Ile was 
{ocn aſter joived by Conte ant Oliu, who ate 
vanced by a different avenue, driving a confulcd 
throng of 2 x'cans before them into the iguare, 
who falling in upon the battalion, which Atoe- 
rado had drawn up in order of battle, and being 
attacked on cvery fide, were matt of them cut 
to pieces. Ihe ſame miſerable fate —_— 
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choſe who were duese into the ſquare, by the 
tha d divitien undet the command of Sardywal. 

he enemy peicciving that the whole force of 
the Spanzards Wa united, now ran with the utmoſt 
precipitation 10 defend the ST on Ot their Prince, 
by which means Ces had an opportunity of 
lodging his toons to the belt advantage, The 
next morning all the Riroets in pofleſlion of the 
enemy were fled with armed men, in order to 
cover thoſe who were raiſing a ind of fortifi- 
ation, but as they did not proceed to hoſtilities, 
Cortes ſuſpended the attack he had meditated, and 
reſolved to try once more, M hether they Mere diſ- 
poſed to an accommodation, now they taw him 
ſo advartageouily poſted. Ile therefore ſent 2 
mellage to Carmen, who had retired with his 
minizcrs and the r.obilicy to à fpacicus angle of 
the city, the greateſl part of which was Cefended 
by the lake. 

A ſuſpenſion of arms being agiced upon, Gua- 
timizin held ſeveral councils, to deliberate on the 
overtures of peace, and the majority were for a- 
greeing to the treaty ; while others were for con- 
Gnuing the war, who being joined by the Prieſts, 
it was reſolved to profecuts it. In the mean 
time the Emperor gave orders that all the pira- 
guas and canoes ſhould retire to a bay, in or- 
der to ſecure his retreat in caſe he ſhonld be 
driven to extremities. Cortes immediately ſuſ- 
pected their deſign, and therefore appointed 
Sandy commander in chief of all the brigan- 
tines, With orders to ſurround. the bay at a di- 
ſtance, and to keep a ſtrict watch upon the ene- 
my's motions. | 
Y 3 Cortes 


71 having taken theſe fl ps, advanced 
with his troops, Walen the AHL. cant pr resiving, 
prepared tor an C1 ICEMENT. But they no 
ſooner obſerved the teble havock mide by 
the fri} duch irge oO? the Cannon on their 
wooden fortifications, than they ſent notice 
of it ta Gun! zn, and in a little time de- 
manded a parley; upon which, four 17exicars, 
who ſcemed perions ot diſtinction, apprared 
on the farther tide of a gGiich, and informed 
Cortes that they were appoint. d to reccive his 
propoſals, bu: the General defired that the 
Emperor kimfcit would come to treat in per- 
ſon, and in the mein time a ſtop fheuld be 
put to all ais of holte. With this an- 
ſwer the Ambai:lo:s reared, aud word was 
brought tha: the ä would! come the next 
day to conclude a UcAty, but he put oft has 
coming tor ſeveral Cavs. 

However, the da „being come, ich was 
the utmoſt period wi lowed by C.rtrs, Sanfovad 
diſcover:d, beſore the fun arvic, great zuulti- 
tudes embarking on board the cno-'s in the 
bay, and theſe atta ked the brigantines with 
great fury, vithour being territed at the ha- 
vock made om on” them by the artiliery 

In the hatte part Of the eng agemect Sante 
wa! olrtrved fix or {ven pic. gu. is rowing with 
the utmeſt fed from the ſarcheſt part of the 
bay, upon which he ofdered a brigantine to 
gire tnem chaſe. "The Captain ſoon came up 
wirn the foremoſt piragua, which {.emed to 
command the reſt, when the Mexicans inftantly 
ceaſed rowing, and defired him not to fire, 


becauſe 
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be auſe the Emperor was on board. " | 
Captain with other Sparicrds inmmeviatcly leap- 
ed into the h,) a, to ſecure their prize. Up- 
on which H 2/1444 aid, 4 ] am your priſoner, 
« and ready to go whither you think fit to con- 
« duct me. All tlic favour 1 have to aſk is, 
that ſome regard may be paid to the honour 
of the Empreſs my conturt, and her female 
„ attendants.” Cuatim æin then paſling into 
tie brigantine, gare his hand to that Princeſs 
to help her up the fide, The Captain had no 
ſooner made Cufiicnn Priloner, than he dis- 
patched a canoe to Cries with an account of 
his tucceis, and all military operations Ccatcd 
ſown after. 

Cris ſcut two companies of © onutary to the 
landing pl.ce to guard the royal prifoner, whom 
he received with great reſpect, wich the Em- 
perer returned in the ſame manner. On their 
arrival at the Spar/b quarters, Cautim- u and 
his Empreſs went in firit When Cortes, to alle- 
viate their forzow, told him, that he was priſoner 
to one of the moſt powerful Monarchs ia the 
univeile, from whole clemency he might hope 
to regain not only his liberty, but even his Em- 
pre, and that till the pleaſure of his Sovercign 
ſhould be known, he fhou!d be treated with all 
the reſpect due to the Emperor of Mexico. 

Cries thinking it was fill neceſſary to re- 
duce that part of the city which was in the ene- 


- 
- 


This great event happened on the 15th of Auguſt, 
1521, and from thence has been dated the dominion ot the 
' Pan:ards over the Adern Empire, 
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my*s poſicſon, left the cate of his priſoners 
to Sandodal, and went out to give © ders for 
another attack. But GC ſuſpecting the 
cauſe of his abrupt departure, deiired to ipeak 
with him, and upon his retmning back, con- 
jured him to ſpare his unhappy ſubjects, who 
would ſurrender peaceably as icon 45 they were 
informed of his captivity. He chereſore intreat- 
ed Cortes to allow one of his minitlers to ac- 
company him, and command the A/rx:cons, in 
their Priuce's name, to obey the Spar; Ucneral, 
vw hich order they no ſooner heard, than they 
threw down their arms and ſubmitre:]. 

C:r!cs's tioops no foorer twok poſicfiion of 
the places evacuated by the Mcxicans, than they 
found themſclves ſurrounded with objects of 
horror, a vaſt number of miſerable wretches, of 
the ſick and wounded were ly ing calling upon 
death to releaſe them from their tortuſes, and 
whole hoates, and courts, were filled with the 
bodies of perſons of diſtinction wao had been 
Nain in battle, and were kept till their funerals 
could be performed, and from theſe places pro- 
ceeded a ſtench that threatened the air with in- 
ſection, and obliged Czries to take immediate 
care to prevent a peſlilence by giving orders for 
interting the bodies. While this neceflary of- 
fice was performed, he retired with his priſoners 
to Cuyocan, after his having afligned quarters to 
Alverado and Sandoval, who ſuperinteuded the 
cleanſing of Mexico, and this diſagreeable duty 
being in a few days performed, he returned | 
again to the city. 
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The reſpe&t with which the Emperor Guati- 
myzin was treated did not laſt long, for the ſol- 
dicrs remembering the vaſt quantities of gold 
they had formerly ſcen in Miateguma's poſſeſiion, 
demanded an account of what was become of 
it. Waen Cortes proteſting his ignorance, they 
ſoggeſled that he had ſecretly ſecured it for his 
own uſe. Hence they grew furious and inſolent, 
in which diſpotiuon they were encouraged by 
Julian & Alcercte the Lug's Treaſurer who had 
great authority, and Leing nephew to the 
biſhop of Burgos was incl.aed to do Cortes all 
the miſchicf in his power. {/derete being unable 
to obtain any account of theſe treaſures, de- 
manded that the Emperor and his firſt miniſter 
ſhould be put into his hands, in order to be exa- 
mined abcut them, which C in his preſent 
circomftances did not care to refuſe, 

This inhuman monſter, according to ſome 
authors, cauſed them to be immediately put up- 
on the rack ; but as others with greater truth 
affirm, had them extended wpon burning coals, 
When they were both in this ſituation, the mi- 
niſter calling his cyes vpon the Emperor cried 
out vio'ently, upon hien Grarmeriz with oreat 


compcture nid, Do you 171.4 I lie ere upon roſes P 


At wich the peer man was lo truck, that he ex , 


Fired without uttering any further complaint: 
but Cris hearing his fie cries burſt into the 
apartment, and releaſed the Empcror before it 
as too late; upon which occaſion the loldiers 
tnemſelves approved his conduct, and blamed 
the Trcaturei's barbari'y., No diſcovery was 
however made Ly this witance of cruelty. They 


they 
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then ſearched all ports of the ! le ta ng purpose, 
ranſacked the te:np ers. in Which they forn 
but little gold, and tate io picces the tr mb, 
in Which a ima!] quam Was found, which 
Cortes, in order to. pacity them, Civiild amor gA 
them. 

Thoſe provinces of the Jian Umpire that 
were rcarcit the capie im. edtately fubmined, 
and Cots having rtwoeeived intelligence of the 
kingdom of Alec cacuu, which lay to the will 
. ward of vic , Le ſent Afztayo with three 
Other Sania rds zs Ambuiators to the King, 
who at tr pave them an ind. ſf. rent reception: 
but afterwards tieated them with orcat magni- 
ficence, ard exen vent in perion ta ce Corter, 
wino ſoon after diſpatched Ci er de O 
with an army to take poſſeihoa of that country, 
which he accordingly did, ard forced the King 
to fly for ſheirer into te mountains, 

Cortes upon thi: great flow of ſucceſs, loft that 
humanity and virtue by which he had beſere 
didiaguſhed himicli, c:ſcovering the utmoſl 
kaughtice:s and cruelty. Fe erctted forts, and 
ſent Sandoval to lubuue the countrics near Ty- 
ba ſco ard Tecountepee on the North fra, Wulle he 
ſent De Atverado with a body of Spaniards ard 
copfcdcraie Indians, to take poiflefiion of the 
countries bordering upon the vaic of Graxace 
to ti.c eallward of Mexico. 

While Cortes was thus employed in reducing 
an zmnzng extent of county to the obcdience 
of Charles V. Emperor ard King of Spain, 
Chri//owal de Tapia arrived at Vera Cruz, with 
a conimiſüon tium that L. ince to command 


all 
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ell the new contitnis, hut he was fo threatened, 
ard terrified by te , tien of Fera Cruz, that 
he was gla:? ty nude his care, and Icave the 
G-reral in pan 97 AAN cc. 

Cortes n machen in Pe: ion into the pro- 
virce of Parr, u hc he not On'y reduced 
to. ſulj-Qtor, out had tie 1}.Umanily, in vio— 
latioa of the lau of nature and nations, to di- 
n- the country and al! the . en inhabitants 
zmonam the officers nd fſullicrs, ho treated 
tera as ſlaves, and this was his practice in 
every Province, wither the es; It volt Nrarily 
fuumitied to him, or were compelled to it by 
force: but he ſent luck rich p. eſents to the Eyzpe- 
ror, that natwithita ding bis crucitv, he was 
. * A ee and (Governor of 
Nie Spain, and the Gorernors of H. nue and 
C2 were commanded to ſend him lupplies, 
and to give him all poſiible aGiftence. 

Cries now finding himſelf elabliſhed in his 
command, ſet about rebuiidins the city of Mi- 
co ; aſſigned places for crcc: ing churches and 
public edifces ; laid out market places; divided 
tne bell pa art of the ground among the Sa- 
mar. 5 and the rc{l 214053 the 3 

All his conqueſts could! not however procure 
him a peaceable elt:biiſhment. He was in 
danger from the intrigues of the Indians, who, 
from a love of liberty, were defirous of re- 
covering their country, and driving out or 
extirpating the Spaniards, and therefore in 1527, 
he hanged the Emperor Grzatimozin, and two 
other /[:-4i2n Princes, whom he had detected 


in a conſpiracy againſt him. Sometimes he was 


expoſed 


Eexpoſed to d 


3 Old, who had bchaved fo gallant- 
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anger, by his own countrymen : 


Nin the war agaialt the 1Mexicari, icvolted 
from him; but was ſcon taken of by a violent 
death. Several conſpiracies were formed to 
murder him; he had allo many engmies in 
Spain M hO took fuch paius to prejudice the Em- 
peror Cłarles V. againſt him, that he found it 
neceſſary to return thither, iu order to jullity his 
conduct. 

Accordingly in 1528, he undertook that voy- 
age, and was received by Charice; V. wich 
great reſpect: that Prince gave him the whole 
vale ot Arriſcs, with the owns and Vitlages un- 
on it; conterred on him the title of Marquis 
of the vale of Guaxaca, and to compleat his 
favours, procured him a very honourable marri- 
8. 

The next year he returned to Mice with his 
lady, and afterwards being involved in ſome 
diſputes with the Viceroy of Mexico, he, in the 
year 1542, made a ſecond voyage to Spain, 
where he died in a village near Se. called 
Caſiillyza 7: Ia Cucſtia, on the 2d of Heceaber, 


1554, the 63d year cf his age, af.er which 


his cor ple, by his own direction, was carried te 
Nerv Jain. . 


The Eid of the Secu. Volume 


* 


N 
ö 
| 


